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Commencement Program
1930
Friday, June IJ

P. M.

Annual Meeting of Board o f Trustees-Chemical Hall.

2:30 P. M.

College Play. Production for the citizens o f Waterville
-City Opera House

8 :oo P. M.

The President's Reception-Alumnae Building

2

:oo

·

Saturday, lime I 4

9

:oo

A. M.

9:4 5 A. M.
10:30 A. M .

12

:oo

M.

Senior Class Day Exercises-Lower Campus
Address by Guest of Honor of the Senior Class
Dedi cation of the Athletic Building. Address by Jesse
Feiring \Villiams, M.D., Professor of Physical Educa
tion, Teachers College, Columbia University
Alumni Luncheon and Annual Meeting of the Alumni
Association-Gymnasium
Alumnae Lunch eon and Annual Meeting of the Alumnae
Association-Hour and place to be announced

2 :30 P. M.

College Play-Production for the Commencement Guests
-City Opera House

5:00 P. M.

Annual Meeting o f the Phi Beta Kappa Society-Chem
ical HaJl

6 :00 P. M.

Class Reunions at various places to be announced

9:00 P. M.

Fraternity Reunions at the several Fraternity Houses

Sunday, June IS

1 0:30 A. M.

Baccalaureate Sermon-City Opera House
S ermon by Rev. Charles Whitney Gilkey, D.D., Dean
of the University Chapel, University o f Chi cago

7:30 P . M .

1 F iftieth Anniversary Service-First Baptist Church
The B oardman Sermon by Rev. Woodman Bradbury,
Class of 1 887
Anniversary Poem : Harry Lyman Koopman, Litt.D.,
Class o f 1880

Monday, June I6

9 :oo A. M.

Academic Procession from the College to the City Opera
House

9 :30 A. M.

Commencement Exercises-City Opera H ouse
Address by three members of the graduating class
Commencement Address by Arthur Eugene Bestor,
LL.D., New York City

1 2 :oo M.

Commencement Dinner-Gymnasium
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Editorial Notes
There are unfortunately
Every e f Value of the
about 400 fewer sub
fort is be- Alumnus
scribers to the A L U M N P S
ing p u t
forth to make the forth this year than last. Why ? The answer is
coming Commencement not forthcoming. More appeals for sup
an outstanding event in port of the magazine have been sent out
the long life of the Col than ever before, the magazine has been
lege. The usual com larger than ever before, and the year had
mittees have all the de the peculiar advantage of seeing a new
tails of the annual cele adiministrative head assume office with all
bration in hand, and the that this has meant to the successful on
urgent appeal for our going of the institution. And yet, some
graduates to return has 400 of our graduates have "chosen not to
gone forth from the Col subscribe." Unlike other years, a number
lege office. I f that ap of · graduates have written in to say very
peal could be answered frankly that they could not afford to sub
by a great host of grad scribe this year. This frankness has great
uates, then the cup of ly relieved the editor's feelings. For a time
joy would be full and he blamed himself for not maintaining in
overflowing. Commence terest. Now he knows that part of the
ment is a "grand and loss in interest may be charged up to lean
glorious" t i m e o n 1 y pocketbooks. This loss in support, and the
when there is but little frank statements mentioned above, have
''standing-room" 1 e f t . been interpreted to mean that this is but
Numbers always spell additional evidence of the hard times
enthusiasm. Much more through which the country is passing. Said
attention is being given every year to class one, "Charge up your loss in subscribers
reunions, and already the class secretaries to the slump in the stock-market." And
are making plans and writing urgent let he meant by this, not that our graduates
ters. The program announced for the Com had necessarily been speculating, but rather
mencement Week is given elsewhere. It is that the slump caused widespread effect,
a program that commands respect. Promi and lessened the amount o f ready money
nent men have been invited, and special in the pockets o f the salaried man and wo
features have been provided. The two man. There is undoubtedly truth in the
graduate organizations are already active observation. Be that as it may, what once
in their plans for larger gatherings and belonged to the ALU M N US, no longer be
more constructive programs. The presi longs, and there is genuine grief over the
dent cH the General Alumni Association , loss. Naturally enough, loss of this num
has made public announcement of the fact ber of subscribers has meant a sharp loss
that he proposes to have a "first-class in revenue. Yet in spite of this, it is great
lunch, a short snappy program, and more ly to be desired that the magazine shouid
time for fraternization," and this plan will keep up to standard. The ALUMNUS has
meet with the hearty approval of all grad ventured to believe that most of the grad
uates. The College can be very greatly uates who have not renewed their subscrip
benefited by a returning throng of men and tions would do so eventually, and therefore
women, each and all bent upon keeping the names have been kept on the lists, and
alive in their hearts their love for Alma each of the 400 has been receiving the reg
Mater. Heed the call!
ular issues of the magazine. I f faith has
Commencement
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been misplaced, then the magazine faces a studied by President Johnson and other
com fortable deficit for the year. Our grad administrativ e officers is shown by the fact
uates must keep in mind that the real value that upon publication of the first series the
of the ALUMNUS is in reaching the largest President brought the letters to the attennumber of the 4,500 sons and daughters of ' tion of the student body in one of his as
Colby. Th\� aim in publishing the maga sembly talks. Much good may therefore
zine has b�en exactly that, and to accom come from the suggestions offered. In the
plish that aim every possible effort has been light of what these letters have thus far
put forth. Everything that has come to contained, the instructor in the department
the mill has been grist for grinding. Some of public speaking has already asked for
issues have exceeded one hundred pages, the pri vilege of adding one new course,
and frequently the engravers' bill has been of having the old-time freshman reading
sizable. L iterally thousands of names have course made into a number of divisions,
been used in the issues, and untold hours and of having the department's courses be
h ave been freely given that a finished prod yond the freshmen year opened to women
uct might result. Herein, then, is the ap as well as men.
peal for continued support, especially made
to those who have dropped by the wayside. Alumni
In the last issue of the ALUMThey can render no greater service than Secre.tary Nus comment was made upon
by continuing their individual support and
the great need of an alumni
by so doing aid the magazine in its mis secretary. The magazine had scarcely been
sion o f good will among the group which placed in the mail before announcemen t
we like to call the Colby Family .
was made that an
A 1 u m n i Secretary
"lf"-Again
It seemed but fair to give a n d Publicity Di
the women graduates equal rector had been se
o pportunity with the men to express their lected. The ALUM
i deas on what they would do were they to NUS w a s of the
go through Colby again. Their letters are opinion that such an
printed elsewhere in this issue, and they officer should be se
will be read with keen interest. On the lected and his salary
whole, they differ very little from those paid by the t w o
produced by the men. Like the men, these g r a d u a t e asso
alumnae see some things to change, but for ciations. T h e an
the most part they look back upon their nouncement m a d e
college days with a sense of marked satis by President John·
J. C. SMfTH. '24
faction. Some of them say very frankly son was to the effect
Alumni Secretar;..the
of
same
friend
the
a
here
find
that
that they would want to
courses as were offered in their day, and College had made it possible for Mr. Joseph
the same inspiring teachers. Several o f Coburn Smith, of the class of 1924, to be
them pay fitting tribute to Presi dent Rob named Alumni Secretary, which , of course,
erts and Pro fessor Marquardt-two great meant that his salary would be paid by this
teachers on the Colby staff whose memo friend of the College. The report of the
ries are still green in the hearts of countless Secretary of the Board of Trustees now
graduates. Others pay tribute to the living. discloses w ho thi s friend is-Eleano ra �.
S everal of them see little benefit in certain Woodman, of Winthrop, donor bf the
courses offered. Four or five of them ex Woodman Stadium, and generous bene
press regret tha t they did not get more factress in other ways. She again demon
public speaking. One sees need of intro strates her great love for the College, and
duci ng courses in home-making. One or her determinatio n to see that the College
two point out the value o f personal con lacks in nothing essential to her success.
tact between student and teacher. Two Whether or not she is making possible the
or three t hink more should be done for salary for this new officer for a period of
the prospective teacher. The letters, taken more than the year is not known. It is safe
as a whole, are encouragin g and helpful. to assume that she will see the experiment
That these letters are being read and through_ whether it takes ten years or twen-
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ty, or until the College feels financially able
to take over the extra burden. It is a most
generous act on her part and graduates
everywhere should not hesitate to tell her
so. It would be a blessed thing if Colby
might have ten such generous friends as
Mrs. Woodman. Mr. Smith is the son of
George Otis and Grace Coburn Smith, of
the class of 1893. I mmediately upon grad
uation from Colby, Mr. Smith pursued
graduate work at Harvard in the depart
ment of Business Administration. In the
interim between his graduate work and his
recent appointment to the administrative
staff at Colby he has been preparing him
self for a business career. Named Secre
tary one day, the next he had opened an
office and was ready for the duties that fell
in large numbers upon him. If he ever
succeeds in carrying on the work of the
two offices he will be counted a fairly busy
man. No one unacquainted with the duties
of serving as alumni secretary and as pub
licity director can possibly understand the
vast amount of detail involved. It is work
enough for one man to keep accurate ac
count of the whereabouts of the 4,500 grad
uates of the College. To feed the news
papers day a fter day by collecting, prepar
ing, and sending out the news is a one
man' s j ob. Happily M r. Smith by train
ing, by temperament, and by family tradi
tion is peculiarly well adapted for the work
he is now to carry on, and those who know
him well have full faith in his ability to
measure up to the duties of his office. It
is scarcely to be hoped that a man of Mr.
S mith's ability can be retained for long in
the position to which he has been appointed.
The ALUMNUS rej oices in this evidence of
another progressive step taken in the on
ward swing of old Colby.
The Study
of Latin

I t became necessary some
years ago for Colby to permit students who desired a ,
knowledge of Greek to begin the study
of this ancient language in college. The
high schools and academies had gradually
dropped the courses in Greek until there
was left no other alternative for the College to take. It is now possible for a student to enter without either Latin or Greek
but, b y taking four years o f Greek, t o graduate with a degree of bachelor of arts. This
is as it should be. I t begins now to look

197

as though some such method . will n� ed to
be followed in respect to Latin. This an
cient tongue is not now quite so generall y
elected in our secondary schools as it used
to be. It is getting crowded out by all sorts
and description s of " practical" courses, and
now many students are entering Colby
without any knowledge of the Latin and
yet are looking forward to the teaching
profession or to law or medicine. The door
has been closed behind them insofar as a
study of Latin is concerned . They must
continue on and accept the science degree
and get on through life without this knowl
edge of the Latin that is so basically im
portant. This is not as it should be. Un
questionably, it is the most useful language
in all the world. It is useful in at least
two ways: for what i t furnishes by way
of a basis for all things else that we study,
and as a pace-maker, if a race-track term
may be employed. In respect to the second
value, a striking fact is that no subj ect now
taught in our high schools exacts more dili
gent work from the student, and therefore
no subj ect sets a better standard for real
study. It is a sad commentary to make,
but the average high school boy quickly
masters his tasks in English, his French
is soon out of the way, his algebra bothers
little-but the Latin book trudges home
with him every night. And in many homes,
the members of the family are drafted for
service in the translation of the Latin text.
This comment is a serious reflection upon
our own Mother Tongue, but teachers in
our colleges are largely to be held respon
sible for making English a bed of roses.
Look over the texts that are prescribed.
There is absolutely nothing difficult about
them. They are over-full of illustrations.
A child o f ten years can master most of
them. The "dri ll" is no longer regarded
as essential or beneficial. Some o f the
texts are not even entitled to be called
mystery stories. It was not always so. The
book used in the classes o f the late Presi
dent Roberts was "\Vorking Principles o f
Rhetoric" by Genung, long a great teacher
at Amherst, a book of 676 pages, exhaus
tive, profound in its treatment of every
phase of the subject, stimulating in i t s
range of treatment and in the dignity i t
gives to the whole study of English. No
one can read this book through and not
feel that there is a vast deal to be learned
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about English. The study of Genung's
book required the hardest kind of work,
and i t proved too difficult and went the
way of all the good. It i s doubt ful if it is
being used in many colleges today. With
the passing of such books. if pass they
must, Lati n may well be substituted as the
pace-maker. Just what the practice is in
other institutions in o ffering beginning
courses in Latin i s not now knmvn to the
editor, but Colby may well be the college
to lead forth in the venture. With the
better type of college Latin teacher-with
a Professor Taylor to open the way for
the college man-Latin would at once as
sume the dignity and the attractiveness
which for many reasons it does not now
assume in the secondary schools. If short
sightedness in the secondary schools must
p revail, then the tertiary institutions must
provide the ways and means to better
scholarship.
Scarcely a w e e k
passes that s o m e
college teacher does
not speak out his mind about the kind of
work that i s now done by college students.
On the whole, the comments are not flat
t ering. The disposition on the part of too
many college teachers seems to be to make
work less difficult, to surround the students
with luxuries, and to permit a n ew system
of instruction, mass instruction, to take the
place of the two historic figures on the log.
Colleges, it is argued, seem to be coming
rapidly to be places of amusement, of al
most everything except hard work. There
are those, of course, who will maintain that
such is not the case in all of our colleges, and
of course not in Colby. But there are many
others who will as stoutly maintain that
the " hal f has never yet been told," and that
Colby is suffering along with the others.
Just what this condition portends, few even
hazard a guess. It may be part of the
present-day tendency toward freedom o f
every sort. One striking fact stands out,
namely, that our own students are not at
all alarmed over the magnitude of duties
that may be assigned them, whether they
relate to the class or to outside endeavors.
They seem to accept them as a matter o f
course. And then, strangely enough, i f
the
they
. d o not mea�ure u p to them when
t im e arrives for the real test, again they
More Study
Less Distractions

are not unduly alarmed ! Procrastination
is not only proverbially the "thief of time" ;
it is a sure indicant o f the newer life we
are living. "Why take thought of the mor
row" is not only biblical ; it is coming to
be strangely scholastic. A checking up of
so-called extra-mural activities in our own
College discloses the fact that we have ap
proximately 70 clubs, societies and organ
izations of various kinds that exist apart
from the class-room. How to deal with
this conglomerate mass o f organizations
and make them adj uncts of the class-room,
how to prevent students from putting first
what is of secondary importance, is a real
problem, and is closely connected with the
very life o f the student and the spirit and
purpose of the college. Just what is the
way out is not altogether clear, but it may
be that the dictum recently enunciated by
a member of the faculty : " More class room
work, less time for the frills," or, suc
cinctly put, "more work, less loafing," is
the way for the college teacher to travel.
It would s eem reasonable that if the stu
dent were to be required to do more class
room work , that he would have less time
to devote to the by-products of a college
education, but the average student has
come to feel very pro foundly that much
more is to be gained from the pursuit
of extra-curricula r activities than from a
study o f the text-book. Be that as it may,
a college education is of real worth only
as it has taught the student the value o f
hard mental effort a n d the j oy that comes
from actual mastery and accomplishment.
Moving the
College

The press has very widely
advertised the fact that the
time has come for Colbv· to
pull up stakes and move to some p lace
where it can expand materially. The occa
sion that gave rise to thi s publicity was the
o ften expressed opinion of many graduates
during the late hal f-million dol lar cam
paign. Some did not feel like giving so
long as the College remained in its present
cramped quarters.
It is authoritatively
stated that the campaign fai led very largely
because it was commonly reported that the
College was to move, and certain large
prospective givers decided to wait until·
they knew more defini tely just what the
authorities proposed to do. But the more
immediate occasion for the publicity \vas
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the Boston Colby Alumni Banquet at which
M r . Walter S. Wyman, of Augusta, re
cently elected trustee of the College, gave
expression to the belief that the College
must move i f it would expand. This frank
statement by M r . Wyman produced an
electric effect chiefly because of Mr. 'Ny
man's far-reaching business connections.
No man in Maine i s dealing in larger fig
u res than is M r . Wyman, and his business
associates are among the v.,realthiest men of
the country. If M r . Wyman made no defi
nite promise to find the money that would
be necessary to move the College, the press
felt justified in assuming that he made
tacitly such a promise. People everywhere
began saying : ''The thing is assured. vVal
ter \V
t yman would never in the world men
tion such a proj ect and then forget it. For
him to do that would injure the college
beyond repair."
And since the date of
the banquet, a conviction has settled upon
all those interested in the College that Mr.
\Vyman, keen business man that he is, and
deeply interested in the College as he is,
would never have called public attention
to this matter unless he inten ded to see the
hopes he expressed fully realized. M r .
Wyman h a s become, then, t h e cynosure of
all eyes. There is no one so blind not to
see that publicity of this kind� especially
when expressed by a public-spirited citizen
who moves in the company of men of large
fortunes, forces postponement of almost
every move to improve upon our present
equipment. Until something definite re
sults, no one will lift a finger to improve
materially what we have. \Ve are. for the
nonce, then, marking time. All that Mr.
\Vyman said about the need of a new loca
tion is true. The College is hedged in by
ra ilroad and river. \Ve live in a perfect
smoke-screen most of the time. Our voices
become accustomed to competition with the
constantly passing freight engine. The
erection of any new buildings must be ,
according to no fixed plan of development,
for our limited quarters will not permit
o f a comprehensive plan. But even so,
when it is understood that to move the
college involves two or three million dol
lars, and that such sum is not hanging on
every bush, it has seemed to many that any
public announcement of a plan to move the
college should have awaited the receipt of
the full sum mentioned. To move, or, not
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to move, that seems to be right now our
most pressing question. Great injury can
result to the College if a final answer is
long in coming.
Salaries

The AL U M Nus has no desire to
agitate unnecessarily the ques
tion of salaries for college teachers, but as
it has for the past few years presented the
matter of comparative salaries in its col
umns, it feels it should continue to do so.
As a matter of fact, the tables of figures,
as presepted, have spoken most eloquently
for themselves. Elsewhere in thi s issue the
series of tabular presentations continues
and the figures still speak eloquently. But
this table, as presented, by no means dis
closes the full story of the years since the
war. It will be remembered that ten or
more year:, ago the salaries paid the Colby
staff were so meagre that several members
were forced to look elsewhere for positions.
The full pro fessors of the faculty were
called into council and representatives of
the Board of Trustees gave every assurance
that the salaries would be increased to a
degree that would not only make living
possible but would, i n part, make up for
what was lost in the preceding lean years.
An increase was made, but not to the ex
tent expected or promised. The faculty
members remained loyal. A number of
years later a further increase was granted,
but this did not make up for the losses of
earlier years. The fact remains that for
fifteen years and more our College has held
the unenviable position of paying the low
est salaries to its full professors of any
college of equal size in New England. To
day, Colby and Bates are tied for low
place. The maximum salary now paid to
full pro fessors is $4,000. Before the Great
\Var it was a little over $2,ooo. It required
a number of years in that period to reach
the maximum mark. In the light of this
record, it may be easily figured how much
these college teachers have been able to put
aside as a ''nest egg." The in ference may
very naturally be drawn that these college
teachers have been retained on the staff
because their services were not in de
mand elsewher e. Unpublis hed but pri
vately gained in formatio n does not warrant
this. conclusion . Several of them were in
vited to j oin the staff of other institutio ns
but with a few exceptions. and these ex�
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ceptions were not among the o lder teachers,
they remained at Colby in the belief that
as time went on the College would see that
the salaries were increased. No line o f
argument is necessary to show the inade
quacy of the salaries now paid to the staff.
No college teacher today can put aside one
single dollar from a $4,000 salary if he
would keep himself equipped for his work,
support a family, and maintain a standing
in his community. Look at the matter
from w hatever standpoint one may, the
undeniable fact remains that inadequate
salaries mean a poorer type of service.
Time and energy must be devoted by this
underpaid t eacher to piece out his income
in other ways. He must deny himself
travel and the common comforts that help
him to render full service to tho e he in
structs. A well paid teaching staff is not
only an efficient group, but it becomes more
and more willing to assume added respon
sibilities and to advance to positions of
greater leadership; For many reasons, i t
w i l l be a happy day when Colby can get
out of the cellar position in amount of sal
ary paid her professors.
The recent newspaper
publicity given to the
incident of the drop
ping of a member o f the college faculty
calls attention anew to those events in the
l i fe of a college president that increase his
cares. The very simple facts of this par
ticular incident, out of which so much has
been made, were that President Johnson
found it advisable to drop a certain mem
ber of the Colby staff that he might the
better effect an organizatio n of a "Modern
Language Departmen t." Somewhat indis
creetly, this faculty man reported the Pres
i dent's action to his students. and, as usual ly
happens , there were those who jumped to
the conclusion that an injustice was being
done to someone. In ferences were drawn.
And in ferences, when not based on actual
facts, are dangerou s things to meddle with.
Petitions were circulated , and fully one
half the undergrad uate body signed them.
Which is natural, i f not dangerous . But
the preamble was not of hostile purpose.
\Nhen the petitions were formally pre
sented, President Johnson very wisely and
very f rankly explained all the circum
stances to the representat ives of the underTrials of a
College President

graduates who called upon him,-and the
incident that a few days before had occu
pied the front page of certain Boston
papers was on its way to "innocuous desue
tude. " To all Colby. graduates who may
have read with some alarm the interesting
accounts of the incident, the ALUMNUS
rises in its old-time dignity to assure them
that the water is still flowing over the Ti
conic Falls, that our 650 undergraduates
are still pursuing the even tenor of their
ways, the President is rendering invaluable
service to his college and to society, ancl
certain metropolitan papers that have a
fondness for playing up anything that looks
like a "scandal" at Colby are waiting, like
the historic figure of literature, '' for some
thing to turn up. " The experience, how
ever, was not a pleasant one to pas_
through. A little smoke always calls out
the people and the department. But such
trials are the lot o f the college pre:::i clent.
Sometimes, in some colleges, it begins to
look as though these college presi dents were
engaged to head the administration for the
sole high purpose of serving as a kind of
buffer. College folk should have pro
gressed beyond this stage of social unkind
ness and social disturbance. And even
though the lesson to be drawn from this
incident is perfectly obvious, yet there are
many college teachers who will not heed it.
"Large Trees"

A letter recently received
by the e d i t o r of the
ALUMNUS from Governor ] ohn Garland
Pollard of Virginia calls attention in a
most striking way to the importance at
tached to cross-country debating. In 1922,
Governor Pollard was at the head of the
Wythe S chool of Law of William and
Mary College, and when the Colby debat
ing team visited William and Mary, it was
Professor Pollard who welcomed the mem
bers of the team to the college, presided
over the debate, and in numberless ways
showed the Colby representatives what
southern hospitality is like. Pro fessor Pol
lard later on wrote our College expressing
his delight at meeting the Colby men and
of the interest which our presence on the
campus of William and Mary had aroused
in the value of public speaking and debat- ·
ing. As a result o f that experience, this
Virginia coll ege immediately took steps to
introduc� a department o f public speaking.
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Thus. indeed, do large trees from little
acorns grow. Colby may quite correctly
regard herself as having helped to ''foundH
a department of public speaking at old
\Nilliam and Mary. This fact is all the
more pleasing because of the fact that of
the dozen or more colleges that Colby met
on her famous cross-country trip of 1922 ,
no college more deeply impressed itsel f
u pon the Colby men than did the Virginia
institution.
At Lovejoy's
Tomb

In 1922 and again in 1930,
a small group of Colby
men, engaged in a cross
country debating trip, made a pilgrimage
to the tomb of Colby's martyred son, Elijah
Parish Lovej oy, a t Alton , Illinois. In each
instance, the impression made upon the
Colby groups wa most pro found. The
monument itsel f is an imposing piece of
granite. occupying a site in the cemetery
that commands a wide sweep o f territory.
But quite apart from the material side, the
presence on this hallowed ground of a little
group of Colby undergraduates, dravm
thither by a reverence for Lovej oy that is
perpetuated in the hearts of all Colby sons
and daughters, lends emphasis to the belief
that sentiment still holds its sway over
those of the younger years. The pilgrim
age to the Lovej oy shrine which was made
thi s year is all the more significant because
of the action of the Illinois Press Associ
ation in having selected Lovej oy to head
the list of the six outstanding journalists
of the State whose marble busts will hence
forth occupy a place in the Hall of Fame
at the University of I llinois. It is now the
plan of the Association to have elaborate
exercises next October on the occasion of
the formal presentation of the busts to the
University, and Colby has been invited to
have a part in these exercises. For some
unknown reason, at the t ime of the dedi
cation of the Lovej oy Monument the Col
lege failed to send a representative, but
next October full amends will be made for
an oversight in other years.
"Success"

"Success" is the most frequently used word on and
off the campus. Its rival is "personality."
I t would seem as i f everyone knew what
the word meant-until. put to the test.
Then he resorts to gestures. Of course,
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teachers above all other good folk must
know exactly what it means and exactly
how to attain it. When the trusting and
the th irsting undergraduate looks into the
wise face of the college teacher and asks
for the open sesame, there must then be
no hesitancy of speech, nothing but a full
throated reply. The long index finger must
point unerringly at the peak o f the hill
up which anxious feet must travel. But,
frankly, what is "success" ? What is its
measure ? In the words of old, ''Who hath
laid the measures thereo f ? or who hath
stretched the line upon it ?" What is it ?
\Vell, who knows? So many o f us have
tried to find the measuring-rod and failed,
so many of us have been completely fooled
in estimati ng human abilities - found so
many exceptions to the general rule we had
laid down - that long ago we gave the
problem up. For instance, some of us
would l ike to declare that high rank in
college is a sure indicant of future triumph.
Bu t some high-rankers, alack ! have turned
out to be worse than crooks ; or a Ulysses
Grant, who " footed" the class, becomes
President of the great U. S. Some of u s
\YOuld like t o point t o that ever-enlarging
volume, "\iVho's Who," and ask in oracula r
fashion : " I s his name \vritten there?" A
littl e proof-slip on our desk this minute not
only gives the biographic al data wanted for
its niche in the volume, but, unfortunat ely,
attached thereto is a little plea for the an
nual subscriptio n. vVe somehow get the
notion that commercia lisn1 overtops the
higher purpose. Try again. There's a
fellow down in Texas who rose to a high
position of public trust, then accepted a
little gi ft of $100,000 from another fellow
-a gi ft that was timely albeit circuitousl y
delivered . He was counted "amona the
leaders" until he was haled before 0 high
tribunals to explain what the receipt of
$100,000 had to do with the trans fer of
certain oil lands. Both parties to this trans
action have their names in '' \Vho's \Vho "
�ut t:11 ey will spend much of their spa ; e
time m the years to come in explaining this
little private and public transactio n. Thus
it goes. Search where one will, the legend
ary pot of gold is still illusive. To return
to the campus : i f a college boy, for in
stance, does not wake up in college, he may
later. \Vho knows ? There are times of
wakfog and of sleeping . The boy may not
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be to blame ; it may be the college profes
sor's fault. Who knows ? Un fortunatelv.
not even the college professor sees himsel f
as others see him. �re must be very slow
i n proclaiming that the college dullard must
pass his days among swill gatherers and
s wineherds. Luckily, for analogy's sake,
Rome was not built in a day. Conversely,
if a fellow in college happens to win the
Phi Beta Kappa key, let us not be too ·quick
to proclaim him a uccess. He may ( we
have known such ) have \Yan the key by a

good bit of class-room cheating, and the
habit may become fixed. Suppose the an
swer be le ft somewhat in abeyance. Sup
pose we resolve to agree one with the other
that we shall do all that we can to encour
age to good living and that whoso.ever he
be among us who does the very best that
he can with the talents God has given him ,
that man merits the high word of com
mendation. He has succeeded. Verily,
li fe's values are sometimes done up in very
'
small packages.

If I Were To Go Through. Colby Again *
ELIZABETH M cCAuSLA�D, A.B., ' 1 9

\Vhen I recall the tuition fee a t Colby
College in the year of grace 1 9 1 9 I am
reluctant to enumerate adYantages or con
ditions which would only haYe increased
my indebtedness to the college. Since that
far-off time, however, perhaps the cost of
high thinking has increased and the Colby
exchequer is full.
To begin with the least essential mat
ters, if I were to go through Colby again I
should be glad to have a more beautiful
and better kept campu - greet my eye as I
alight from the train. I should hope to see
Dutton House razed. or at least to find no
trace of its former furnishings. I am well
aware that carved oak panelling and orien
tal rugs do not make a college, but on the
other ·hand I see no moral or aesthetic value
in the Abraham Lincoln -tyle of interior'
decoration.
Over the landscape gardening and in
terior decoration of my A lma l\ Iater I had
no control, but in the far more important
matter of election of courses I \Yas respon
c:;ible. I certainly woul<l not wish to have
anything less th a n I had at Colby but in
addition to courses in Engl ish and my
favorite Latin language and literature I
::,hould, another time, choose courses iri
science, economics and sociology - for a
broader education and "·ider interest in
and understanding of economic and social
forces. I should endeavor. too. to read
more widely, for I nO\Y realize that there
will never be a better opportunity. I should
avail mysel f too of that chief advantage of

the small college over the large one, inti
mate environment and personal relations
between faculty and students. I recall with
no small amount of pleasure and appreci
ation many friendly conversations with
Dean Raymond. There are many other
members of the Colby faculty who have
much more to offer to students than can
be given in the classroom .
I f I were to go through Colby again I
hope I should not be content with wholly
vicarious enj oyment of athletics. I should
also hope to find a greater variety of sports
open to members of the \tVomen's Division.
I should be much more exacting in my
demands from my sorority. I should ex
pect the sororities to make a genuine and
definite contribution to the social life of
the college. I think they shoul d make a
conscious effort to foster and stimulate
good conversation-as it is understood in
the great English universities. They should
endeavor to develop talent and initiative, as
well as the social graces, in their members.
I am not at all sure that the \Vomen's
Division , as a body, or even the separate
classes could not better do all these things
by means of numerous formal and i n formal
sociai functions, and that thus the un
worthy riYalry of sororities could be
transformed into friendly emulation. The
funds too, now turned to the support o f
the central organization. might well b e used
for the benefit of the whole student body
perhaps in bringing to Colby men promi
nent in various fields o f culture. Perhaps

* ( Te n of t he more re cent a l u m n a e of the College h a ve
c apt i o n .-The E <litor. )
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this point of contact with the outside world
might satisfy those who fear that Colby,
because of its situation, may be provincial
and insular.* I suppose th is suggestion
comes to my mind chiefly because this win
ter, even in the cloistered l i fe of a girls'
boarding school, I have listened almost each
week, to such men as Donald MacMillan,
Vachel Lindsay, Lorado Taft, Thornton
Wilder, and Will Durant.
I f I were to go through college again I
should try. to organize my work and my
leisure so that I might participate in as
many student activities as possible.
The relative amount of space · I have
given to the various phases of college li fe
is in no wise indicative of their relative
importance. In fundamental and essential
matters there is the least change to be de
sired in my Alma Mater.
AGN ES J ULIA B RoeDER, A . B . , '26
So happy are my memories of Colby that
my first inclination is to write that if I
were to go through Colby again, I should
w a n t to find
everything as it
was from nine
teen twenty-two
to nineteen
twenty - six,
those pleasant,
red-letter years.
Upon more se
rious reflection,
however, I real
ize that such a
statement would
not be entirely
true.
Th ere are
some t h i n g s
which I hould
AGNES JULIA B R O U DER
A.B., '26
want to h a v e
d i f f e r e n t.
I should be, for example, only too glad to
dispense with the homesick pangs that made
life so ''dark and dreary" during the fall o f
ni neteen twenty-two. I could g o o n and
enumerate other changes by which I should
like to benefit, but there is only one which
may be, I think, o f general interest.
If I were to go through Colby again, I
should want to have as a part of my course,
* ( Note.-The
splendid course of lectu res a n d enter·
criticism.
thi
tainments conducted in 1 92 9 · 3 0 answer
-The Edit or. )

the opportunity to do practice teaching and
to observe classes taught by experienced
teachers. I have thought many times of
the benefits that must be gained by the col
lege girl whose course enables her to get
such preparation. The education courses
which I took have proved valuable and
have been a great aid. Such courses, how
ever, do not provi de all the preparation
necessary. For her own sake and the sake
of the girls and boys who come under her
guidance, the inexperienced teacher needs
every advantage she can get by way of ade
quate training.
The teaching profession demands a great
deal, but offers a wonderful chance for
growth . Even the best trained beginner has
much to learn. Every teacher understan ds
the m.eaning of this quotation from " The
I deal Teacher" : "Every year we creep a
little nearer to our goal, only to find that a
finished teacher is a contradiction in terms.
Our reach will forever exceed our grasp.
Yet what a delight in approximation." It
is my belief that the more preparation a
teacher gets in college before she begins
her work, the more quickly she will experi
ence the joy that comes in approximation.
I know full well that there are those who
do not believe that Colby should provide
such training. It seems worthy of consid
eration, however, when one thinks of how
many Colby graduates enter the teaching
profession and attend Colby because they
want to prepare to be teachers. To get a
general education and then specialize would
be splendid, but not many a�e able to clo
that.
A finished college is, I suppose, as much
a contradiction in terms as a "finished
teacher." Yet it has always seemed to me
that Colby gave me some advantages which
were nearly ideal. I had courses which
were excellent. I had professors whose
influence I can never overestimate. Colby
gave me the opportunity for making tie
of friendship that grow but stronger with
the years. If I were to go through Colby
again, I should want all these benefits.
I rej oice in Colby's advancement and
confidently expect that the plans for her
progress will b·e carried out to a splendid
fulfillment . But I could not have a deeper
affection for any perfected, improved Colby.
The Colby I knew will always be the real,
Ii ving Colby.

·
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ELLA LYDI A V I N A L , B . S . , M . A . ,

'28

There are some advantages in going
through college a fter you have passed the
early twenties, and one of them is that you
have a m o r e
mature and sta
ble s c a 1 e o f
v a 1 u e s . It is
for this reason,
I presume, that
I believe there
are few things
I would do di f
ferently were I
to go through
Colby again.
I regret the
fact t h a t any
worth-while stu
dent s h o u 1 d
E L LA LYDIA V I NAL, B . S . , ' 2 8
have to spend
valuable t i m e
doing meaningless, menial tasks to make
his way. No matter how quick and clever
he is, I think there are more profitable ways
for him to spend his time, i f that working
period be longer than one hour a day. But
I have little regret that I worked at college,
for the variety of tasks, and the contacts
t � ey brought me, were all valuable expe
nence.
My chief regret now, was present when
I was in college. My three years and a
hal f did not give me time for all the things
I would like to have studied. The type o f
work I find myself i n now accentuates my
dismay in not having had more public
speaking. and some j ournalism. Getting
out my monthly bulletin is torture for me.
1: wonder how many students find them
selves forced to handle publicity unpre
pared. From two to six times a week I
listen to myself tinker up a speech before
audiences of many types. Dr. L ibby's prin
ciples stand me in good stead, but I wis4
I had had more practice in the making of
clear-cut sentences,-till the thing became
a habit. Whether called to the public plat
form or not, everyone has need to think
clearly and express himsel f well.
I hope Colby may eyer have as fine a
faculty as she had when I was there. I
would like to mention some things I got
at Colby not every college graduate has.
Excellent training in the writing of term

papers and theses. Every student planning
to do graduate work ought to have the
benefit of Dr. Morrow's instruction . An
International M ind,-not sentimentally but
intelligently. I am glad Dr. Wilkinson has
returned to Colby. A delicious taste o f
Greek culture. No student, especially one
whose schedule does not include Greek and
Latin, can afford to miss the cultural train
ing which comes from those wonderful
twelve hours with Dr. White. And happy
is he who can find time for another cul
tural course,-Prof. Newman's History o f
Religions. I cannot close without mention
ing the required B ibliography. At the be
ginning of the college course it brings an
introduction to the traditions of Colby, and
gives a key to its wealth, the library. Dean
Marriner's name is blessed by every grad
uate student who goes on from Colby, I
am sure.
One thing I am especially thank ful for
as I look back on my Colby days : the choice
friendship of faculty people. I wish the
younger students would stop to evaluate
and cast on the scrap-heap that disgusting
epithet won by any who dare to enj oy an
intense interest in a course or a friendly
conference with the professor,-"course
crabber." I firmly believe that informal
relationship which exists between the stu
dent and teacher in graduate school may
also exist between the undergraduate and
teacher and for their mutual benefit.
One feature has been added to the life
of Colby students since my day which I
hoped for earnestly. That is the lecture
course. I am glad to learn from the AL UM 
NUS that it is a success. Congratulations !
::MATTI E \VI NDE LL A L L E N ,

A.B., ' 1 3

I f I were to go through Colby again, I
should wish that the preparatory s chool
which I attended would have given me the
best and broadest possible foundation for
further study. Upon that foundation rests
the real basis of a proper interpretation o f
college work. Because of my fondness for
languages and the art of expression , I
should again select the classical course, but
I should elect, to supplement the latter,
such courses as would broaden my outlook
on life. I should try to remember that
study should not be limited to the assign
ment but that the latter should be an in-
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centive to further research . It would be
my aim to participate in as many college
activities as could be indulged in without
detriment to the main purpose. And here
is the only constructive thought which I
have to offer. I believe that too much
stress is being put upon leadership in school
activities at the present time. Whether it
be for the honor of the Fraternity ( as it
was i n my day ) or whether it be for class
o r personal ..ambition, a student should not
be unduly urged to seek leadership. If by
doing his best a student excels, leadership
will come without seeking. Then , too, all
students are not born leaders. Why _ hould
they be made to feel that they have failed,
as they are bound to do, when the impor
tance of leadership is overemphasized ?
Many schools are regulating extra-curricula
affai rs so this tendency is obviated.
In brief then, if I were to go through
Colby again it would be my constant aim
to seek there every broadening influence,
academic or otherwise, which would in
crease my knowledge and help me to a
more ad equate understanding of the pur
pose of li fe.
So far this article has considered the stu
dent's point of view. There is another im
portant element to consider.
One of our much respect�d pro fessors,
annoyed at the indifference displayed by
members o f the Freshman class, said,
" What are you people here for anyway ?
Don't you know that some o f your parents
are going without butter in order to send
you to college ?" We deserved the rebuke.
It was true. Your parents and mine may
not have had to do without butter, but we
may be sure that they made a sacrifice in
some way or other-i f not in worldly goods.
Certainly they had to forego the pleasure
and happiness o f having their children at
home. So, i f for no other reason, I should
u rge stu dents to conduct themselves in such
a way as to be worthy of that sacrifice.
·

IDA Jo NI�s S M ITH, A . B . , ' 23
Most o f us feel at times that if we could
relive some portion o f the past, we should
make radical changes in our Ii ves. The
college alumna o ften has that feeling, I
believe, in regard to the us e--o r misuse
o f her college years. Yet, a fter seriously
pondering the question, I strongly suspect

that were I to go through Colby again, the
changes I should make would be but minor
ones.
The student who chooses a liberal arts
college is look
ing not for
highly special
ized training in
a n y particular
field, but for the
laying of a solid
foundation
o f that general
knowledge a n d
culture w h i c h
b r o a d e n s
his own person
ality, increases
h i s happiness,
and makes him
I DA JONES SMITH, A.B., ' 2 3
a more useful
a n d intelligent
member of society, and on which he may,
by graduate study, erect a superstructure
o f specialization in such field as he may
prefer.
Such a foundation naturally includes
training in expression-that is, the devel
opment of the student's ability to think,
write, and speak clear-cut, straightforward
English. If I were going through Colby
again, I hope that I might have the benefit
of the same practical training in the funda
mentals of English composition as I had
in "Freshman Rhetoric" ; but, I hope also
that a course in public speaking would be
required o f the freshman women as well
as of the men-perhaps i t was omitted
from our program on the theory that
wom.en speak enough without training.
However that may be, experience since
college days has proved to me how valuable
an asset such a course would be. The stu
dent should also become acquainted with
English and American literature, old and
new, developing through this study a di s
criminative sense that helps him in his read
ing to "leave the chaff, and take the wheat."
Nor would one neglect other languages and
literatures, either classical or modern ; or
history ; or science. For the average wo
man student, however, science courses,
especially in physics and chemistry, would
be more valuable could they be of a general
survey nature, rather than an intensive
preparation for advanced courses which the
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probabilities are she will never pursue.
Then, of course, there should be courses
adapted to the varying needs of those who
plan to enter the different professions.
Inasmuch as many graduates of such a
college as Colby immediately enter the
teaching profession, especial care should
be paid by the college in providing suitable
courses in psychology and education to
meet as fully as possible the needs of these
students. If I were going through Colby
again, I should hope to find a much
stronger department of education - one
which offered more courses and thereby
considered more phases of this vast field
of study. One of the advanced courses in
this department I hope would make as one
of its requirements several weeks of prac
tice teaching, under the supervision of well
trained, experienced teachers in order that
the theory already studied might be corre
lated with actual classroom problems and
procedure. Thus when the student herself
became a full-fledged teacher, her pupils
would be spared much of the experimenta
tion which they too often undergo at the
hands of wholly inexperienced teachers.
If I were to be again a Colby student, I
should hope to find again the friendly, dem
ocratic, Colby spirit which reaches out at
once to the freshmen and makes them so
quickly feel themselves part of the great
"Colby family" and which endures through
the years ; the same spirit of mutual inter
est and sympathy existing between faculty
and students ; and the same good-will in
inter-sorority relations. Like all Colby
alumnae I should rej oice in the improve
ments which have recently been made pro
viding for the women s t udents better living
conditions, more adequate provision for the
maintenance of good health, and increased
facilities for physical education and recre
ation. Yet were it Colby of 1 920 or o f
1 930 and I were again selecting a college,
my choice still would be the same
CO L B Y.
LOUISE LEE STF,ELE; A.B., '23

I f I were to go through Colby again !
'Vhat a series o f links in the chain o f mem
ories that clause creates. I notice that most
of the parts are shining and attractive, but
a few seem less desirable than the others,
while here and there is an ugly looking
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space where links ought to be. I mean
merely that although I should not want to
change most o f the experiences I had in
Colby, there are some which I should want
to alter and others I should ·wish to add i f
I were to enter college again. I can't speak
of each of these individually, so I shall use
a general term and con fess that I should
like to "find myself" earlier than I did. I
say that with some trepidation, for I am
not sure that I have reached that goal even
yet, but at least I am no �r a v\·are that a
certain unity with one's self is a very de
sirable state of mind to possess. In college
I not only did not have it, I also did not
even know that such a pot of gold existed.
Psychology teaches us that we have
many selves. I 'm sure that in my college
days most of mine were in a hopeless
muddle. Because of warnings that I had
heard offered against losing one's religion
in college, I shut my mind's door to influ
ences that would have been enlightening,
with the result that I had to meet the strug
gle more or less alone in the years imme
diately after. But I refer not only to re
ligious matters when I say that college
would have meant more to me had I found •
mysel f earlier. In other directions, too, I
should have been so much more i ndepend
ent of and so much less sensitive to what
I thought to be the opinion of others that
many opportunities which I did not let my
sel f have because of a lack of sel f-confi
dence would have enriched and broadened
my college career as well as have prepared
me more fully for post-college responsi
bilities.
I can't but admit that in my early college
days I did not know how to cooperate with
others, nor did I know myself sufficiently
to contribute even that of which I was
capable. The most positive influences to
ward correcting this came in the individual
expressions of understanding that I met
with. One from President Roberts began
it long before I ever reached Waterville.
I wonder how many college pre �idents
reply in such a way to the problems of the
prospective students of their institutions�
Not many, I 'd be willing to wager ! That
letter began my change of attitude, and
many other things continued it : the sym
pathetic encouragement I received from
Professor B rown, the fact that a sorority
group wanted me for a member, Dr. Mar-
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quardt's tireless emphasis o f the truth that tion, particularly the close acquaintance of
ac ��racy i n a little would result in depend faculty and student body. Many a piece
abil ity m more . These are typical of the of advice far more important than classfactors which made me first realize that I
room lecture is given
could not expect to l ive within mysel f alone, ,
in friendly talks out
th � t. .although I might have only a few
side of hours.
ab1ht1es I was responsible for those, and
As for courses, I
tha� I could not be a contributor to society
think I should di
until I had found mysel f. This know ledge,
vide my time as I
more than what I learned from books, has
did before ( a rather
been of inestimable value to me in the years
all - round curricu
that I 've been "out. " And the opportuni
lum ) with the ex
ties, small and large, which Colby offered
c e p t i o n of two
for leadership have been of the greatest
courses which were
help in my daily dealings with people of
compulsory for the
all kinds.
Bachelor of Science
MERLE DAvrs HAMILTON degree.
"The individual is to himsel f the measure
I shou1d
B . s . , ·2 1
.
of all things . " Is it not the purpose of the
hope for my own
college to un fold to each student the "mu11particular purposes
ber o f things " o f which this world is full that these were no longer compulsory . One
and to help guide him to a characteristic of these was Physics. Chemistry and my
reaction, contribution if possible, to them ? many courses in Zoology proved very help
I f th is is so, what I have intended to bring ful in my studies in Nurses' Training, but,
out is that the experiences which made me not being mechanically minded, Physics
a\1vare of a l l this are those which I cheri sh was a nightmare -to me in college and I
most and which I should want to have can't see that what meager knowledge did
again, also that my own lack of devel filter through has ever been of any value to
.
opment hindered me from grasping all me smce.
The other course was German, which has
these as fully as I might now . But that
last is no one's fault but my own, so it is a cultural value but has never been of any
mysel f that I would change i f I were to practical service ( which might also be said
enter Colby again-not Colby ! A thou of my four years of French ) . Since living
in Southern Cali fornia and doing some
sand times no !
There is j ust one grudge which for a social work with the Mexicans I have
while I held against Colby-that it never wished I had an "understanding" if not a
allowed me a day or everi an hour of prac " speaking" knowledge of Spanis.h .
I am glad that at least one course in
tice teaching. But now that all the illusory
petals have fallen from my rose of educa public speaking is still required of all stu
tional theory, I am perhaps grateful rather dents, for no matter what position one as
than otherwise that its beauty was mine for sumes in after years there are always occa
sions when one is obliged to speak be fore
a time.
his fellows, in a business capacity, before
social, religious, or philanthropic organ
M ERLE DAVIS HAM ILTON, B . S . , '2 I
izations ; and sorry indeed is a speaker who
Why Pro fessor Libby should have asked spends half his allotted time in saying "And
me to contribute to this series of articles uh, er."
" I f I were to go through Colby again"
is more than I can fathom ; but as in his
Journalism class assignments to us, ours I should expect with th e new \Vomen's
not to question but to produce to the best Gymnasium, more attention to be paid to
the physical condition of the Women's Di
of our abi lity.
" I f I w ere to go through Colby again ." vision with perhaps a lecture course or two
If I were going through college again. I on general 'hygiene.
Colby could never be Colby as I knew
should want to go there, for Colby has
i deals that are her standard o f living and it without President Roberts. What an
not mere flowery language ; there is an inspiration he was to hundreds of young
atmosphere that is lost in a larger institu- lives ! But those who are carrying on I
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am sure are making Colby College an insti
tution which we all would be glad to go
through again.
MARIAN I NGALLS HAGUE, ' I 3

I enj oyed reading the articles i n the last

ALU M NUS under this title and was looking

r
.

forward to the next issue and finding out
what those writers in the second install
ment would offer. Can you imagine my
speechless surprise when I opened a letter
from Professor Libby and read his request
for my views on the subj ect ? My curiosity
is still working overtime wondering j ust
why m e, particularly.
My themes were never shining lights,
however, I will try and recall a few reasons
why I went to Colby.
My mother was a good student and de
sired a much higher education than she was
able to attain. As a result, she was firmly
determined I should have what she was
denied. Consequently, I labored with music
lessons, when all my desires were centered
on draw ing lessons !
Also, I must go to college. The latter
request I was glad to comply with, for it
opened many doors of delightful adven
tures.
My fi rst real knowledge of Colby came
through a visit of President Roberts, one
fine spring morning, to B ridgton Academy
where I was completing my Senior year.
I never had the least desire to teach and
without this incentive ahead of me my
courses were made up of those required by
the authorities and such others as appealed
to me. A fter my Freshman year I do not
remember that I had any ad':"ice as to what
courses I should elect. Na tu rally, the choice
was aim, / ess. Today, if I were going to
College ( taking into account the experi
ences of the past seventeen years ) I should
choose that institution giving a thorough
Home Economics Course ! Again, i f I were
entering Colby I would strive for a more
complete schedule. I would take all the
English, History, and Modern Language
courses possible, and follow the selection to
a finis h.
I have always regretted that I didn't take
more of Dr. Black's History courses and
that I couldn't take Prof. Brown's Rhetoric
-but that, according to a dim recollection,
confl icted with one o f President Roberts'
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courses-and who would forego one of his
courses for anyone or anything else ?
A girl graduating from Colby is well pre
pared for the teaching profession and like
activities, but to date, there have been no
courses established that would particularly
increase the efficiency o f those ·who have
the greatest and most exacting p rofession
of all ahead of them-Home Making.
ELIZABETH JOSEP H I N E DYAR, B . S . , ' 22

" I f I were to go through Colby again"
what a privilege i t would be.
Having read the articles printed in the
second issue of the ALU M N US and having
received the request
for this article, I am
confident that I may
freely give my opin
ion which will not
be the general view
however.
In the first place
I should never de
sire to curtail my
course to three years
as I did this time.
Too little opportu
nity is given in the
full cou rse to glean
E LIZABETH JULIA DYAR
B.s., '22
a ripe harvest from
those masters whom
we meet in the classrooms. Indeed too
short a time with too many beauti ful paths
to follow and enj oy.
Were I again to go through college I
should desire to have some experienced
guide to help me to shape my desires and
aspirations into a definite course in order
to sail against the stream and not to drift.
Perhaps I had a little more definite pur
pose in mind when I entered than many
may have ; nevertheless I feel that this is
one of our greatest elements.
A fter definitely deciding, the next point
is adj ustment. This ought to be firmly
determined at the end of the first semester.
Then to follow the trail diligently. I do
not mean to narrow the field of my liberal
education but to focus more clearly on
something definite.
Very distinctly do I recall a substitution
for Freshman Public Speaking of a course
in B iblical Literature. What a disappoint
ment to me ! The following year I wa�
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busy with outsi de work and so missed one
course which I have always regretted.
Perhaps it was a h idden desire of mine to
want to talk too much and thus I took up
my present profession.
There would be at least two members of
th e faculty whom I should want to be there
were I to go through again-the late Pres
ident Roberts and Dr. Marquardt. My first
meeting with the former will always be one
of my happiest memories of Colby.
Those choice memories are guiding stars
out in the a fterworld from college where
buffeting of fate tends to wash out all but
the extremely practical.
What would I change ? Improve my
C hemistry laboratory and take more Chem
i stry courses in spite of the fact that I took
four of them in two years.
I should l ike to have a few more A rt
courses, a broader range for constructive
prose and poetry and individual expression
in the languages.
Indeed I was most fortunate to have
m ost human pro fessors, but that is one
condition I should place upon reentering.
\i\lhen working and l iving outside of the
campus, one gets a desire to live within,
and the reverse is very true. I t depends
upon where one is and what one is doing.
This I should attempt again.
In Colby the close association of in
structor and pupil remains as one o f the
strongest links. Each must realize it for
herein lies the strength for years to come.
HARRIET MARIA PEARCE, 122

My college career was very short, I knew
I was going elsewhere to take a course in
Physical Education. Therefore I felt I had
accomplished a great deal more than most
o f my fellow students - I'd decided my
l i fe's work.
I f I were to go to college again I would
choose my subjects as carefully as a Pre
Medical student, majoring in B iology and
Latin. Latin enables the medical student
to grasp anatomical terms more readily.
Enough can't be said about the necessity
for a complete course in Anatomy and H y
giene for those entering any branch o f the
Physical Educational field. It is most es
sential that coaches of today understand
Body Mechanics thoroughly before starting
to train young people in Athletics.

Few people realize the number o f high
school students with real athletic ability
who are physically disabled early in life.
It may be only a knee, wrist or ankle and
given very little
attention by the
coach except to
get the player
b a c k into the
game as soon as
possible, usually
too soon. Many
of these b o y s
and girls a r e
never a b 1 e to
parti c i pa t e
in college ath
letics because o f
these, so-called,
slight inj uries.
HARRI E T MAR I A PEARCE, ' 2 2
I n my work
as a P h y s i o 
therapist I have treated many o f these
min or inj uries which have become chronic
conditions.
There are two other courses I 'd take be
cause they are a necessity in any teacher's
training : English Composition and Public
Speaking. There is a great demand made
upon the college graduate in his pro fession
to make speeches at various occasions and
to write short reports to the public on his
work .
Naturally Physics a n d Chemistry play a
large part in preparing a student for Physi
cal Education or any branch of the medical
professi on. Once I was called upon to help
plan a community gymnasium, another time
we had to find the chemical analysis of the
water in swimming pool. Since I came into
the Army my work has been closely asso
ciated with laboratory work and I've had
the opportunity of helping with some blood
tests.
My other subjects I would choose accord
ingly with my mood, professors and time,
as I'd need the greatest amount of energy
for the important subj ects already men
tioned.
HILDA MARY FIFE, A.B . , '26



I f I were to go through Colby again- .
and I certainly should choose such a small
liberal arts college again, especially for un
dergraduate work-I should desi re first o f
a l l the same adored pro fessors and Dean
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o f vVomen whom it was my privilege to
know between 1 922 and 1 926. The per
sonal contact with such people I consider
one of the greatest of the pleasures and
benefits derived
f r o m my col
lege courses. I
should also
choose
my
courses in much
the same w a y
as I did before,
"as t h e spirit
moved." I have
not regret
ted one course
I so chose ; in
fact, the broad
ening effect of
the variety of
my courses has
H I L D A MARY FIFE, A .B . , '26
b e e n of real
v a 1 u e
to me.
The '' duty" or professional courses I have
appreciated more in graduate work, after
having some experience along such lines.
I hope that a course in B ibliography is still
given ; it proved most helpful to me in both
studying and teaching.
I do not consider wasted the hours I
spent working, at everything from scrub
bing ( ? ) the floors of Mary Low to tutor
ing and addressing Christmas letters and
ALUM N US wrappers ( especially when Doc
tor Libby himsel f helped and j oked and
teased, and his wi fe afterwards treated us
to some delicious, unknown concoction ) ;
nor do I regret the vacation experiences
behind the counter or "slinging hash. "
Aside from the financial value of such
work, the associations with my fellow
workers, especially with professional hotel
help, was a happy reaction offsetting a
tendency towards intellectual snobbishness.
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Were I to go through Colby again, I
should take advantage o f as many extra
curricular activities as possible without neg
lecting the courses for which I primarily
attended college. I should try to take
greater interest in sports, but my major
interest would probably be as it was before,
the Y.
The college friends and the hours spent
j ust talking about everything from 2hilos
ophy and religion to future plans, the fac
ulty, and the Men:s Division were perhaps
the most vital part of that delightful col
lege atmosphere which surrounded us, in
those days, like Wordsworth's "clouds o f
glory."
I f I were to go to Colby, or any school,
again, I should be less concerned with
m arks. A few years of giving marks has
shown me how seriously they are not to be
taken. I should work for the benefit and
j oy I mysel f derived from the course.
One year, I remember, President Roberts
had the students make applications in writ
ing for scholarship aid. I h ave always
thought that a much more business-like
procedure than the spoken requests. It
may be that such a method is in operation
now. I hope so:
I wish that some music courses might be
offered at Colby, appreciation courses at
least. Colby is a cultural college. Music,
as well as literature and art, has a place in
the cultural development of an individual.
I should like to be attending Colby again.
I never did get some o f the courses I
wanted. I should like, also, to enjoy the
new Alumnae Building, the fruit of the
hopes and efforts of so many Colby women,
and the other ad vantages soon to come.
But even with these, college life could be
no happier than it was "in my day" at
Colby.

April Meeting of the Board of Trustees
EDWIN c. WH ITTEMO�, D.D., ' 79, SEC�TARY

The adj ourned annual meeting of the
Board of Trustees was held as for many
years in the Falmouth Hotel at Portland,
on April 1 2, 1 9 3 0. A goodly number of
Trustees assembled in real Colby fellow-

ship in contagious good cheer and good
hope. Only those were absent who were
detained by sickness and to them letters of
special fellowship were sent.
Chairman Herbert Wadsworth presided
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and prayer was offered by Dr. Padel ford. students at Colby have been considerably
President Johnson received a hearty wel exce�de d a? d it was voted that "so long as
.
� ome as he rose to read his report. This the hm1tahons of classroom facilities pre
i ncluded many recommenda tions which vent the enlarging of our teaching staff that
were so wise that . the ':m i:nber of students admitted next year
they received imme be limited to the approximate number o f
diate acceptance and six hundred." This will make i t desirable
a d o p t i o n by the for students who w ill enter Colby next fall
to make early application.
Trustees.
At noon, Treasurer Hubbard met the ex
Treasurer H u b bard presented his ecutors of the will of Frank A. Champlin
report in connection who placed in his hands 6,374 shares o f
with t h a t of the stock o f the Gold Dust Corporation beside
Finance Committee. $8,ooo of accrued dividends to which
It showed the Col $4,000 more will be added on May I . This
lege to be in excel great bequest i s the largest ever received
lent standing and its by the College, and h igh appreciation was
despite expressed of the consideration of the ex
collections,
the hard conditions ecutors of the will, Dr. Thomas J. B urrage
of the year, were and M r. Champlin Bu rrage, nephews o f
considerably in ad M r . Champlin.
SEcRt;TARY WHITTEMORE
President Johnson presented a petition
vance of those o f
last year a t this time. from the Alumnae Association asking for
T reasurer Hubbard has for many years representation on the Board of Trustees
rendered an extra service as Superintend co-ordinate to that enj oyed by the Alumni
ent of B uildings and Grounds. This has Association. The petition was referred to
involved a great deal o f work from w hich a Committee as certain legal questions are
h e urgently requested to be relieved. In involved.
The Trustees heard with great satisfac
accord w ith the President's recommenda
tion this was granted and an expression tion that through the generosity of Mrs.
of high appreciation for his care ful, con Eleanora Woodman the office of the Alum
stant and valuable work was unanimously ni Secretary has been created and Mr.
Joseph Coburn Smith is now serving in
voted.
In January Professor J. D. Elliff, an in this capacity. He is handling the publicity
spector of the North Central Association of the College with admirable success. The
of Colleges, visited Colby. He says : "This Trustees desire to express their gratitude
is an old well established institution o f the to M rs. Woodman. The office of the
highest grade. I found it in excellent form. Alumni Secretary will be of great value to
I n every respect except the location and the College.
Dr. Padel ford from the Committee on
some of the buildings it ranks A-No. I .
"The College i s exceptionally well organ Honorary Degrees reported a list which
ized and efficiently administered. There is was voted unanimously in every case.
The Committee on the Development o f
an exceptionally strong faculty, a fine stu
dent body and an excellent school spirit." the College made report of considerable
Prof. Elliff's report was especially satis progress and of encouraging prospect. Its
items cannot be made public at this time.
factory to the T rustees.
Leave of absence for one year was grant The report o f the Committee received the
Professor Florence E. Dunn for pur hearty approval of the Trustees. Prepara
ed
. to
tions for a Commencement of unusual sig
p oses of studying and travel.
For some years the accommodation s for nificance were announced.
IM PORTANT NOTICE
Class secretaries o r other class officers who
are in terested in making plans for reunions at
the forthcoming Commencement may call upon
Classes
the A l u mn i Secretary for assistance.
It is
are ex pected to re-union eve1 y five years.

an e ffective method of holding the classes to
gether and i ncreasing i n terest i n Alma Mater.
A ddress communications to J oseph C. Smith,
Watervil le, Mai ne.
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Anent Moving the College
BY THE E DITO R

what startling, proposal to move Colby Col
lege would inevitably come to the mind of
anyone aware of the needs of a modern
American college and contemplating the
way in which the Waterville Institution has
become "cabin' d, cribbed, copfined" through
the relentless developments of our indus
trial age.
The plan to build a new and greater
Colby presents an inspiring prospect. But
it is a vision which cannot easily be real
ized. The difficulties, however, should fur
nish only the greater incentive to make this
conception a reality-not merely to every
son of Colby, not merely to every citizen
of Maine, but to every believer in sound
education as the foundation of American
citizenship. To achieve the new and greater
Colby, a sum must be secured or pledged
running into seven figures as a starter.
Ultimately to carry this plan to success ful
completion may require a sum approaching
eight figures. But throughout the United
States, men there are of great wealth and
philanthropic
inclinations, success ful men
T H E NEW COLBY
of affairs, who like the late Andrew Car
Elsewhere on this page the Portland Eve negie, like John D. Rockefeller, Julius
ning News takes pleasure in reprinting de Rosenwald, Simon Guggenheim, our own
spite its considerable length the leading edi Cyrus H. K. Curtis, who come to the view
torial from the issue of Monday, May 27, that their accumulation of great wealth in
1 929, entitled, "Colby College's Needs : Our business makes them but trustees for the
Duty and Great Opportunity."
vast power and opportunity which these
I t seems pertinent to republish this edi- · riches spell. And thus so often in America,
torial, written nearly ten months ago, in as in no other country, this wealth, accu
view of the announcement at the 49th an mulated in a brief life time through indi
nual banquet of the Boston Colby Alumni vidual energy, initiative and abil ity, returns
Association held at the University Club in to public service and i s diffused for the
Boston, Friday night, of a new plan "to common good.
move Colby College from its I I 2 year old
Such an opportunity to perform an im
site."
perishable service for coming generations
Announcement came at this dinner from , of Americans and to erect for the donor
the lips o f Mr. Walter S . Wyman, trustee an enduring monument, is afforded by the
of the college, who declared his belief that inspiring plan of the new Colby.
Colby College needed most of all to get
Let us advertise the opportunity ! Let us
away from its present site on the Kennebec make it known far and wide throughout the
River, now hemmed in and prevented from nation. Let us call it specifically to the
expansion by the railroad tracks.
attention of Maine's summer residents o f
President Franklin W . Johnson, speaking means, a t Bar Harbor and other of our
a fter M r. Wyman, said that the farmer's fashionable resorts, who may desire in
suggestion was "in the minds of many of some way to return to the State the incal
us.'' And indeed, the at first thought, some- culable benefits received from it in health

At the annual dinner of the Boston Colby
Alumni Association held on March 1 4, one
of the speakers, Mr. Walter S. Wyman,
of Augusta, honorary graduate of the Col
lege, and recently elected trustee, expressed
his belief that Colby must presently con
sider moving its plant to a better location.
As Mr. Wyman is reputed to be a very
wealthy man and is in close touch in large
business transactions with the Insull inter
ests of Chicago, his reference to the need
of a new site for the College was regarded
as highly significant. It may have been
that other important topics were discussed
at the annual dinner, but the press agents
heard nothing else ; they pitched upon this
comment by Mr. Wyman and gave it the
widest publicity.
That our readers may be fully informed
of the opinions of those editors who have
discussed the Wyman reference, the ALUM
NUS i s reprinting the editorials. Edi torial
comment on the subj ect is made elsewhere
in this issue.
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and enj oyment. Let us get word directly
and indirectly to those who might take part
in building a new ark of light and learning,
a shining citadel of citi zenship in the valley
of the Kennebec.-Portlan.d Evening News,
March 1 7, 1 930.
COLBY Cor.LEGE's N EEDS : OuR DuTy AND
GREAT OPPORTUN ITY

( Reprinted from the Portland Evening
News, May 27, 1 929 )
For a century and a decade, the institu
tion which for over 60 years has borne the
name of Colby has served the people o f
Maine.
It is older than the State. Seven years
before the District of Maine became an in
dependent and sovereign member of the
Union as the State of Maine, the General
Court of Massachusetts granted a charter
to what shortly a fterwards became known
as the " Maine Literary and Theological
Institution." And, on the banks of the
Kennebec, a theological department was
established in 1 8 1 8 and a literary depart
ment in 1 8 1 9. One of the first acts of the
first Maine Legislature, in 1 820, was to
empower the institution to confer degrees.
And a year later, its name was changed to
Waterville College.
Thus the Waterville institution was born
at about the time that Maine was born and
the history of the State and i ts college on
the Kennebec have been inseparably inter
twined for the more than century that has
followed.
I t i s difficult to grasp fully the changes
that have taken place in that period of time.
Maine was then a wilderness. The newly
founded college lay in open country, skirted
by virgin forest, on the N orthern frontier
of our civilization. Rail transportation was
of course undreamed of. Even four
wheeled carriages were unusual. Chaises
existed in small numbers in the larger cities
of our in fant republic. The trusty horse
was the only means of locomotion ( more
rapid than walking) in the valley of the_
Kennebec.
It was not until the 6o's when an attempt
was made to solicit subscriptions · for an
endowment fund for the college that these
efforts met with any success. In 1 864, M r.
Gardiner Colby subscribed $50,000 on con
dition than an additional hundred thousand

could be raised. This condition was ful
filled. So vast was this sum in those days
that the president and trustees voted to ask
the Legislature to change the name of the
institution to Colby University in honor of
its benefactor, whose total gi fts, including a
bequest received a fter his death, amounted
to $200,000 . Later the name was changed
to Colby College.
In reviewing Colby's more than a hun
dred years, and the faith ful service that
nearly four generations of administrators
and teachers have rendered to the youth
of Maine, one is forcibly struck by the con
trast between the human effort, energy and
enthusiasm there expended and the scant
material equipment with which these de
voted teachers were obliged to labor. This
contrast makes their service all the more
noteworthy. Colby has been a conspicu
ously under-equi pped, under-nourished col
lege. It did not, like other educational in
stitutions, start with a lavish endowment.
It was not able, subsequently, to draw. with
ease, upon the resources of men of wealth
like those institutions whose good fortune
it has been to obtain what they needed for
little more than the asking.
But today Colby is entering upon a new
era. It has set out to raise a development
fund which will lift this college out of the
penury and stringency of the past, and
make it in every sense, a modern, adequate
and efficient institution, in harmony with
the demands of the 5econd quarter of the
twentieth century, and potentially capable
.o f whatever development the educational
needs of coming generations of New Eng
land youth may require.
The moment for the launching of such a
proj ect is propitious. A foundation through
the years, was, in many unseen ways, quietly
laid by the late President A rthur J. Rob
erts. Now a man of pre-eminent standing
in the educational world has been called to
the helm, a man w hose specialty, developed
through li fe-long study, has been the teach
ing and t raining of youth. A Colby grad
uate, a son of Maine, broadened by experi
ence in our foremost centers of learning,
he ideally fulfills the requisites for the pres
idency of an institution determined to give
the people of its community nothing less
than the best.
When one considers the needs of Colby
as presented by this authority, one realizes
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that virtually a new college must b e built.
President-elect Johnson in his recent talks
to the alumni and friends of Colby, has
pointed out that the minimal and immediate
needs of the college are an administration
building, a library, a chapel, a modern gym
nasium-and that o f course means not
merely a gymnasium building proper, but a
great cage for indoor baseball, football and
t rack during inclement weather, and a swim
ming pool ; and a "union" around which
the social life of the college may revolve.
Clearly these essential requirements alone
are the equivalent of a new college. And
yet who will deny that not only all these
but much more have long been urgently
needed ? In fact the college cannot truly
carry on in the spirit and temper of the
twentieth century without these indispen
sables. Just what sum might be required
for a new Colby, it would seem unwise
to fix, though one need not be versed
in higher mathematics to figure that the
cost of the above-numerated buildings alone
will run well into seven figures. But the
call should n ot be limited. Education is
the most important single function of a
civilized society, next to the purely negative
one of preserving order. Education is the
foundation-stone of our entire system o f
government, the li fe-blood o f our democ
racy, the essence of the welfare and prog
ress of coming generations. It must not be
restricted in any sense.
"Holding these truths to be self-evident,"
one more fundamental aspect of the Colby
development plan remains to be considered.
The thought is new. One hesitates to
broach it, because at first blush, it may
appear visionary. But sober consideration
will lead to a realization that it is thor
oughly practical and may be the wisest
course.
When Colby was established, to have
imagined the college as some day hemmed
in by railroads would have been far more.
than visionary! No living being-no sev. enth daughter of a seventh daughter
probably possessed in that day the imagina
tion to foresee a system of sel f-propelled
vehicles, engines moving forward as bur
den-bearers supplying their own momen
tum, spanning the continent. When Colby
was established, Waterville was a strag
gling hamlet with a few scattered farm
houses. Today it is a bustling city which
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hems in the college on all sides. To make
that construction even more irrevocable and
unyielding the steel tracks of a railway sys
tem encircle the college in rigid embrace.
Probably no college in the country is today
more unfortunately and disadvantageously
situated than Colby, j ammed in between
railroad station and river. It cannot ex
pand. It cannot grow where it is now.
S uch a condition in a State where land
is plenti ful and still low-flriced is a mani
fest absurdity. The Colby campus consists
of some 25 acres. A modern college's
grounds should consist of many hundreds
of acres. It must have spaciousness. I t
must have physical a s well as mental and
spiritual freedom. Already Colby has found
it impossible to place all its buildings with
in the college grounds. Several structures
are of necessity off campus.
.
The basic obj ection to a suggestion that
Colby should move is that of expense.
What, scrap all existing buildings ! Well,
a. survey of the existing plant would indi
cate that most of Colby's 16 buildings are
already obsolete and inadequate. Some, to
be sure, have been remodeled, but with one
or two exceptions, they are anything but
modern . Before long, it will be economy
not to attempt to remodel them further, but
to build from the ground up.
It is moreover, a potent fact that the
grounds now occupied by Colby are of
great value. The City of Waterville, pri
vate enterprises within \Vaterville, indus
trial and manu facturing enterprises, power
plants, could utilize this invaluable com-_
mercial site to great advantage. I f many
of the buildings could not be conserved,
some at least could be salvaged by remod
eling for other purposes, and in any event
real estate is, in the long run, more valu
able than the structures erected upon it.
The proceeds from the sale of the Colby
College grounds would be fore long pay a
very considerable share of the cost of re
bui i ding a new Colby in some of the great
open spaces in the smiling country side
round-about.
vVe must look ahead. America has come
of age. No citizen of this land of ours
living 1 00 years ago could possibly have
imagined the great changes that have come
over it in the relatively short span of a
century. The coming transformation will
be even greate1·.
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Far from being a discouragement to the
purpose of raising the development fund,
the vision o f a new and greater Colby
should· be infinitely more stimulating than
the difficult plan of inserting, wedging in
and replacing existing buildings with new
ones. Such regard for considerations o f
space may b e necessary i n New York City.
They are absurd in Maine.
For such a magnificent purpose the
alumni of Golby can be cbnsidered only a
part o f the army o f enthusiastic workers
and collaborators in the greater under
taking. Such a program may properly ap
peal not .only to every citizen of Maine, not
only to people throughout New England,
but to friends of education from coast to
coast, from the Canadian border to the
Gul f . If the new Colby needs $5 ,000,ooo
or even $ 10,000,000
and it could well
utilize that �nm - our efforts should be
geared to such an end. For the opportun ity
is really great. It is to create in Maine
u pon the fine traditions o f a century o. f
service, a new institution fully up to date,
perfectly equipped and in every way fitted
for . a second century of constructive
achi evement in the highest task that civi
lization irnposes upon itsel f.
-

MOVING COLBY COLLEGE
Statements made by President Johnson
of Colby and Walter S. Wyman, one o f
the trustees, at the meeting o f the Boston
alumni regarding the moving of the college
from its present location to somewhere on
the outskirts of the city indicate that the
plan is already more than a dream and has
vitality enough to grow. This was discussed
extensively during the recent drive for
funds and more enthusiasm for it was
known to exist. · Considerable quiet work
has been done s o that it has become more
than an "academic question."
President Johnson's declaration that un
l ess the college is moved it will cease to
exist within fi fty years, startling as it may
have been, is true. Waterville is steadily
growing in importance as a railroad center
and as such is bound to make a desert o f
the Colby campus. As it is now, the build
ings are as much a part of the big railroad
yard as the roundhouse and almost as
s moky and dirty. There is no possible way
of bettering this environmen t and no room

for adequate expansion of equipment for
either the railroad or the college. They are
j ammed together in utter discord of both
purposes and requirements.
' These conditions are so familiar here that
their ugliness is not so striking as it is to
friends of the college who get the impres
sion of strangers and they more than those
who have become accustomed to them by
long association are pressing the plan to
move. But President Johnson has not ex
aggerated the probable consequences o f
such a n environment.
Colby is destined to a splendid future.
There is a vitality in her t raditions and a
virility in her routine work and policies that
never fail to impress. She has a unique
reputation among educators for doing work
o f unusual excellence as indicated by her
alumni. A graduate now in one of the
most exclusive and exacting medical schools
of the country has been urged to send more
of his Colby associates because Colby men
have the sort of character and spirit the
school wants for the doctors it turns out.
Colby has long been able to stamp her men
with a hallmark all her own that is recog
nized as sterling in educational fields.
So there has been much resentment that
such an institution should be in such a
handicapping environment and a growing
desire to pick it up bodily and set it on a
hill where it will have room to grow, good
air to breathe and surroundings more in
keeping with its gallant spirit. In fact, a
disposition to be far more generous with
such a plan than with any confined to the
present campus has been discovered.
H ence there's a hope, already strong and
growing fast, that the college can be moved
to a better location. Cost i s the main con
sideration for there is little sentiment that
need be left behind that will be really
missed. The old atmosphere, traditions
and general excellence will be i mproved
and strengthened and all be given fresh
inspiration. It can be done with money
and there's a feeling that for such a pur
pose there's money enough to be had.
Waterville Morning Sentinel, March 1 8,
1 930.
NEW s I'l'E FOR COLBY
A plan privately discussed by Colby men
for a year or more was made public in
Boston Friday night by President Johnson
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and Trustee ·w alter S. \Nyman. This is
for the removal of the college from its pres
ent site to one w here there will be greater
possibilities of expansion.
A year ago when the friends of the col
lege started to raise a development fund
for the institution, they made the discovery
that it was difficult to interest in it men
who could give, on account of the circum
scribed nature of the existing location .
Growth has gone about as far as possible
with the college where it is. The present
campus is surrounded on three sides by
the M aine Central railroad and on the
fourth by the Kennebec river. B oth are
where they are to stay and unless there is
a change the college must remain at a
standstill. There has been talk o f going
across the railroad on the west side and
taking land there but this is not an espe
cially appealing proposition as those who
were engaged in trying to secure the devel
opment fund were not long in discovering.
The p lan was a makeshi ft at the best.
It was about this time that the propo
sition of picking up the institution bodily
and setting it down somewhere else was
suggested. At first this i dea was discussed
with a smile, for it looked like a beauti ful
dream, with hardly any prospects of ma
terialization . But there were some who
took it seriously and ·among them were the
newly elected President, Dr. Franklin W.
Johnson, and Walter S. Wyman of the
Central Maine Power Company who last
year was elected a member of the board
of trustees. President Johnson is a man
of great dynami c force who h as a practical
knowledge of the business of education
equalled by few in the country. What Mr.
Wyman has done for the development of
industry in Maine is a suffici ent indication
of his ability as a builder. Mr. Wyman
became a supporter o f the plan from the
first and the president has gone far enough
with it to believe that it is entirely practical
and can probably be accomplished within
a reasonable time.
It is a safe assumption that neither would
have given public endorsement of the plan
had they not been convinced that it could
be carried out. To move a college, even
a small college like Colby, is no light under
taking, as need not be said. But it has been
done with other colleges. Columbia has
been moved twice, we believe, and the Uni-

°
versity of Penn sylvania, one of the two or
three largest institutions of higher educa
tion in the country, is preparing to seek a
less circumscribed location, notwithstanding
�ts millions of dollars worth of buildings.
With Colby it is not altogether an expan
sion plan, but one wherein the permanent
existence of the college is at issue. Presi
dent Johnson made this plain enough, when
he said in Boston that there might be no
Colby College in fi fty years, if it stays
where it is.-Portland Evening Express,
March 1 7, 1 930.
A NEW LOCATION FOR COLBY
Colleges no less than other creations sub
j ect to growth and decay must have room
for growth or suffer decay, a conclusion so
obvious alumni should find no occasion for
questioning it with respect to Colby College.
Trustee Walter S. Wyman tells the Boston
alumni of Colby that they must face the
inevitable, that he would like to see the col
lege located on a hill overlooking the Ken
nebec. This matter of location excites a
bit of curiosity. It may be assumed that
Mr. Wyman has the location needed in
mind and i s capable of well-directed effort
to make his vision come true. It will mean
a wrench of the affections had by Colby
alumni for the old traditions but they may
not be expected to fail to recognize the
necessity.-Kenn ebec Journal, March 1 7,
1 930.
We hope all good to Colby College. I f
it becomes apparent that thi s college must
move from its present location to one away
from railroads and to some place where it
may grow as it i s certain to do, we hope
that this may be brought about. Many col
leges have been moved. Boston Tech moved
out of the streets of Boston to the banks o f
the Charles in Cambridge.-Lewis ton Jo ur
nal, March 2 r, l 930.
I see according to an Associated Press
story sent out from Boston that Colby Col
lege is to move. It was pretty well estab
lished that this plan was under considera
tion last summer, the site then selected be
ing in the town of Oakland running from
the second Rangeway to the Messalonskee
street. At that time a good part of this
land was put under option and it was said
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setting. And indeed it was for many years.
Then came growing Waterville, a prosper
ous industrial city, and the Maine Central
Railroad, with its freight yards and its
smoke. The tracks are almost a part of the
college, they are so close to the campus .
The station is within a short distance o f
the chapel. The city itsel f has been crowd
ing closer and closer to Colby. '¥ithin the
last few years has come the realization that,
if the college is to continue, it must set up
housekeeping elsewhere.
Franklin W. Johnson, the new president,
says that unless the college's equipment
is improved, there will be no institution
worthy of the name within 50 years. Men
r.=======:::::;i and w o m e n interested in
Colby re fuse to become enthusiastic about making con
tributions as long as the col
lege remains w h e r e it is.
Promises of substantial sup
port are conditioned on a pro
nounced change.
To remove a college that
has been in one place for
more than a century is not a
step to be taken lightly, and
President Johnson and the
trustees a r e weighing the
matter carefully. Sentiment
cannot be cast aside casually.
T H E C O LLEGE CHAPE L
There are certain to be propropos� to desert
'�=====� �sts at the
the home of so
been
has
which
planned for it when the building was built. the campus
the amount
and
generations,
college
-" I'm a Wanderer," T Vaterville Sen tin el, many
i s tre
transfer
a
such
for
needed
of money
March I 8 ( ? ) , I 930.
mendous. But the goal is worth working
for. A new Colby, perhaps on a hill over
COLBY COLLEGE
looking the Kennebec between Waterville
When Colby College was founded I I 7 and Fairfield, or high above the Messalon
years ago, the site on the banks of the Ken skee at Oakland, is almost certain to arise
·nebec, j ust above the tortuous falls bearing within the next few years.-Boston Herald,
the old Indian title Ticonic seemed an ideal April 2, 1 930.

that the authorities at the college were plan
ning to announce the move when the proper
time came.
For some reason or other all in a position
to say authoritatively at the time denied
that any such move was under consider
ation and when work was started on the
new field house at the present site it was
thought by those who felt that there was
something in the proposed move that the
idea had been abandoned, as no one could
see the philosophy of spending $ 100,000
or so on a building that would be torn down
in a few years, unless perhaps the building
was being so built and arranged that it
could be easily made over into a use already

" Professor 'Taylor and Personality"
ALU M NUS OF THE EIGHTIES
The well chosen words of the anonymous
contributor to the last number of the
ALUM NUS on "Professor Taylor and Per
sonality" must have struck a responsive
chord in the hearts of many Colby grad-

uates. In these days when utility is the
chief aim of college work, and culture of
itself is not so highly prized, one is apt to
ask himsel f, "what good did I get out of
college ? " I asked mysel f that question in
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PROFE S S O R J ULIAN D A N I E L TAYLOR
Teacher of Lati n for 62 Yea1·s

all seriousness some years ago. Did I get
any good out of Latin ? Not much that
I could see. But did I get much good out
of Professor Taylor's teaching of Latin ?
Yes, more than out o f almost anything else

in my college work. Not Latin as a sub
j ect, but Latin because it was the subj ect
that he taught. He would have been a
great teacher of chemistry, or mathematics
or history, or any subject that he chose t �
teach. Personally I am glad that he chose
to teach Latin, and that I was obliged to
study under him whether I chose or not.
I have forgotten most of the Latin I
learned in his classes, but I have not for
gotten, and can never forget, that he taught
absolute sincerity of work no matter what
the work might be. Hazy thinking, care
lessness of expression, lack of discrimina
tion, sloppiness in any form, were intellect
ual sins that found no comfort in his class
room.
That Doctor Taylor has fi lled the same
chair in the same college longer than any
other living college professor is a wonder
ful thing ; but i f during all these years he
had taught only the Latin language how
small the results compared to his real ac
complishments. What he has really been
teaching to all the men and women who
have been his students has been integrity
of thought, integrity of action, integrity o f
life ; and all, as your contributor finely says,
"with unconscious effort on the part of the
teacher." And the influences for good
starting from the quiet dignity of his class
room have been carried out into the world
to become conservative and moral centers
of communities that never heard of him ;
which a fter all is, I take it, the real monu
ment and high reward of great teaching.

Some Early Books in the Colby Library
ROBERT BINGHAM D O W NS M . S . , LIBRARIAN
,

It is to be expected that a college library
organized as early as the one at Colby Col
lege would have collected some book treas
ures during its growth. Like many other
college and university libraries of the coun
try, however, little attempt has been made
until recent years to segregate and take
steps to preserve such works.
The Colby Library possesses a number
of important bibliographic rarities. In the
fi eld of Americana, books published in
Ameri ca prior to 1 800, the library is par
ticularly fortunate in the ownership of sev-

eral scarce and valuable works. This is
a field toward which collectors are turning
their attention more and more, with a cor
responding increase in value for Americana
items. The interest in these books i s cer
tain to increase rather than decline, for the
supply i s limited and the material is of
invaluable assistance to the historian in
tracing the advancement of culture and
learning in America for the first few cen
turies of its history.
It is natural that their printing presses
would reflect the thinking of the coloni sts.

THE

The dominating interest in religion is evi
denced by the fact that approximately one
half of the one hundred or more Ameri
cana volumes in the Colby College Library
deal w ith theology. Many o f these are by
the most famous of the early N ew England
divines : Cotton Mather, Increase Mather,
John Cotton, Hezekiah Smith, Benj amin
Colman, and others.
Following is a brief description of some
of the more important and interesting titles,
both ecclesiastical and secular :
Washi ngton, George, A Collection of the
Speeches of the President of the United
States. B oston, 1 796. Probably the first
col lection in printed form of Washington's
speeches.
Franklin ,
B enj amin,
Autobiography.
Salem, 1 796. This i s the date of the first
American edition of the Autobiography,
but it was publi shed almost simultaneously
in New York, B oston, Hartford and Salem,
and bibliographers are unable to agree on
the first edition.
Adam s, John, Patriotic Addresses of the
President. Boston, 1 798. The first collec
tion made of Adams' speeches.
Morse, Jedidiah, The American Univer
sal Geography. Boston, 1 793 · This work
made its author almost as famous in his
day as the invention of the telegraph later
made his son, Samuel Morse. He is the
author of other works on geography, all of
which had an extensive circulation.
Douglass, William, Summary Historical
and Political of the British Settlements in
North America. Boston, 1 749· Douglass
was a Boston physician and in this rather
inaccurate history airs his grievances
against the idea of inoculation for small
pox and many other " fads" of his time.
Smith, Hezekiah, Reply to Mr. Jonathan
Parsons on Baptism. Newport, 1 76g. Smith
was a chaplain in the Revolutionary War
for six years, and was an intimate friend
of Washington's.
Mather, Cotton, A Faith ful Account of
the Discipline Professed and Practiced in
the Church of N ew England. Boston,
I 726.
Cotton Mather is probably the best
known member of the famous family of
preachers which included Increase and
Samuel Mather. He is said to have writ
ten some 382 books on religious topics.
Cotton, John, A B riefe Exposition with
Practicall Observations upon the whole
·
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book of Ecclesiastes. 1 6 5 4. Cotton wrote
some fi fty books, among them the famous
catechism, M ilk for Babes, D rawn out o f
the B reasts of Both Testaments chiefly
for the Spiritual Nourishment of Boston
Babes.
The library has two early newspapers o f
exceptional interest. One of these is a copy
of the Boston Gazette for March 1 2, 1 770,
giving a graphic account of the B oston
Massacre. A list of the dead and wound-.
ed, as well as many gruesome details o f
the tragedy are recounted. The other paper
is a copy of the Massachusetts Sun ( Wor
cester ) for July 1 7, 1 776, containing the
Declaration of Independence and a resume
of the proceedings of the Continental Con
gre s s in Philadelphia at the passage of the
Declaration.
In Incunabula, books printed before

A CAMPUS VIE W

1 500, the library has one item, a work
published in 1 492. Some enormous prices
are being paid by collectors for almost any
thing in this field at the present time.
Librarians are beginning to realize they
have a very definite responsibility in the
care and preservation of such material as
that described above. Discarding books
because they are old and hence assumed
to be worthless is attended with grave dan
gers. It must be done with great caution
to be sure rare books are not destroyed.
Once gone they may .be irreplaceable.
There are doubtless in the older settled
portions of the United States many early
books stored away in garrets and basements
waiting to be discovered by bibliophiles.
I f all such works could be brought to light,
our knowledge o f American literary history
and the developmen t o f book publishing in
America would be considera bly increased .
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Some Roberts Letters
HERBERT CARLYLE LIBBY, LITT.D.� '02

In the ordinary course o f events letters ' carefully placed in a certain pigeon-hole
come and letters go with seldom a thought of �h � desk that is of most easy access. The
o f their value. As a matter o f fact, most rec1p1ent knows exactly what each letter
? f them are of li �tle value, for their style contai i:i s, but n eve rtheless at surprising
_
is stereotyped, their contents commonplace, short intervals o f time
each letter is read
and they serve no other purpose than that and re-read, and with each reading it be
of retailil)g certain pieces of in formation. comes more precious.
They may be filed for a brief space of time,
The length of the letter has nothing
along w ith carbon copies of replies, but whatever to do with the value so often
eventually they are dumped into the waste attached to it. I have in my possession a
can to go the way of all things. At almost let ter that boasts the usual salutation and
regular intervals the filing-cabinet yawns the complimenta ry ending, and the body o f
t h e letter contains but the one
1
word "Yes." No letter ever
contained more o f sentiment
than this one-worded mes
sage. It was written by a
long-time loyal friend of mine
j ust before he was struck
down by paralysis. It is prob..:
ably the last well-poised ex
pression that I may ever have
from his brilliant mind. That
one word sums up a life o f
splendid service and n o ex
pression is more character
istic of the great soul that
penned it. He now lives un
der mental clouds because he
gave himself body and soul
to the tasks that constantly
waited upon him until the
brain could stand the strain
PRE S I D E NT R O B E RT S WRITING PERSONAL LETTERS
T O GRADUATE S
no longer.
This common sentiment about letters is
for another feeding and day by day these
uninteresting sheets follow the course of undoubtedly the reason why for 20 years
I have never destroyed the letters written
their predecessors.
But it happens with most people who do me by several men who have been vitally
much l etter-writing that in the course of interested in the life-story of Colby and
years there will come letters that have the with whom I have had through the long
spirit of romance about them. They are years most intimate contact. Here is a
different. It may be in the way they are large stack o f letters written me by the late
written. It may be in the contents. It may Chief Justice Leslie Colby Cornish, of the
be the one behind the letters. Whatever it class of 1875, some of them dealing with
is, the letters have in them something that Colby affairs, many of them concerning the
is strangely new and personal, an affection church he attended in Augusta and whose
ate note that attracts and holds fast, and pulpit I was privileged to occupy for the
a bit of confidence that changes the current better part of a year, and many of them
o f thought and of l i fe . These are the let concerning personal matters that interested
ters that remain for a long time on the desk us both. Few of them in that stack that
or are carried about in the pocket or are were not written long-hand, for the State
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No man ever stood at the head of any
had long refused the members of the higher
court the service of stenographers. With college of the country who made a more
every re-reading of some of these letters lasting impression upon many generations
from Judge Cornish, his striking figure and of college men and women than did Presi
his magnetic personality live again, and the dent Roberts. The truth of this is borne
nobility of the man stands out like some out by countless letters that our graduates
great mountain peak up to which those who send in to the ALU M N US. The College can
knew him well and loved him look for in never be quite the same to these gradu
spiration, for by that way great strength ates with " Rob" away. And as it is al
ways wise for any institution to strengthen
cometh.
And this is the reason, too, why I have every bond that binds graduate to college,
preserved with the greatest care every let I am venturing to introduce into this
ter, note, or scribbled memorandum that article a number of personal letters sent
the late President Roberts ever sent me. me by the late President the better to
Their number is legion. They began com keep his memory green in the hearts of
i ng to me in 1 909, and for a period of 25 those who loved him for what he was and
years and more one by one they have added for what he did. Naturally enough, these
to their number. They are as fresh and letters will need to be cut here and
interesting now as they were when first there, not that the lines omitted contained
written. There is nothing about them that anything in the slightest way derogatory to
can be called stereotyped - no machine the living, but rather because they are too
made products of the human brain. Even personal in character. A reading of these
when they deal with commonplace subj ects, exc;erpts will cause him to live again in his
with s imple requests, with acknowledgments mani fold occupations for the College that
of favors done, with a simple statement of he served so untiringly even to the point o f
plans about the College, with a message to physical and mental exhaustion. Personal
be handed another, they have an expres reference to the writer in the course of this
sive word here and there, an exclamatory narrative is unavoidable.
In 1 9o8 I met President Roberts on Col
phrase, a sudden turn o f expression, or
some choice word that connotes vastly lege a venue. He stopped, faced me for a
more than the casual reader could grasp. moment, and, with a quizzical look in his
Every letter has about it that which figur eye, inquired earnestly :
atively i f not actually strikes hands. It is
" How is young Smith making it with his
personal in letter and spirit. I f it lacks _ declamation ?"
a bit o f the personal touch in the body of
I told him that I thought the boy was
the letter, then in a foot-note the personal doing pretty well considering the man he
element is happily introduced. There was had asked to assist him.
evident deliberate purpose on the part o f
"Well," he ejaculated, a fter a moment's
the late President never t o let a letter go hesitation, "I am watching him ! And," he
from his hand that i t did not carry just a thundered, as he strode off, hat pulled down
little bit o f "Rob."
over his left eye, " I 'm going to find out
And in the entire batch of my Roberts' what kind of a coach you are, too !"
letters, there is not one that is typewritten.
That was a good many years ago, but I
What that means cannot easily be under can hear today as distinctly as I did then
stood. It was his way of showing to others the tune he whistled-a hymn tune-as he
that a request, a thank you, or a suggestion strode off down the avenue.
was an intensely personal matter. He re ' A few days later the boy I had been
fused to write to his friends by the help coaching took first prize in the annual
of a stenographer. And how many there Sophomore Prize Declamation. He won
are of our graduate body to-day who have it in spite of his coach. I did not see the
received from him in acknowledgment o f President for several days a fterward, but
a gift t o the College a letter written in his when I did, he exclaimed :
" I call you a first-class coach. A boy who
own hand. I have known of the President's
sitting at his desk throughout an entire day can win with a poem by Browning is some
penning these personal thank-yous to Colby declaimer ! He did well. You did well. Who
knows but that you may be a teacher yet ?"
graduates.
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Sometime iater I was elected to the office
of superintendent of the Waterville schools,
and for some months I not only carried on
this work but also edited a paper in Skow
hegan and taught once each week in the
Bangor Theological Seminary. My heart
was set upon the profession of j ournalism.
The smell o f printer's ink was in my nos
trils.
But in 1 909 there came a parting o f the
ways. It happened this way : I again met
President Roberts on College avenue.
" How would you l ike to be my right
hand man at the College ?" he abruptly
asked. For a moment he had me guessing.
Just what it meant to be a " right-hand''
man was not at all clear. The long pause
that followed gave the President oppor
tunity to say :
"Think it over. I 'll talk with you pretty
soon."
This, in short, opens the way for the
following letter written me from Bethel,
Maine, the President's summer home, un
der date of August 3 1 , 1 909 :
" D ear H e rbert,
" I am d e l i g h t e d w i t h p art of your letter and
w i t h its e n c l o s u res . . . . The part of i t I a m
n o t d e l i g h t e d w i t h i s what you s a y about your
s e l f. I n e e d you in my b u s i n e s s . . . . H e r e i s
your c h a n c e t o g e t i n t o c o l l e g e work.
Tell
:M; r. L. t hat y o u h a v e a c a l l to t h e w o rk t h e
L o r d m e a n t f o r y o u . . . . I w a n t y o u h e re a l l
t h e t i m e n ex t year ; I h a v e l a r g e p la n s a b o u t
w h a t we c a n d o .
A s ever yours,
A. J. R.
P . S. I a m s e n d i n g M r . H .'s l et t e r t o J udge
Cor n i s h . A s soon a s h e returns i t . I will s e n d
i t t o you agai n . I w a n t h i m t o �ri t e t o M r.
H ., as 1 am g oi n g to do. I c a n ' t tell you how
m uc h I appreciate w h a t you have d o n e and
A. J . R."
a r e doing.

A simple letter, indeed. But what does
it disclose of the man who wrote it ? Frank
ness, genuine expressions of finest senti
ment, " large plans" for the C ollege, care
fulness in handling all matters concerning
people, a belief, o ften expressed in his let
ters, that the Lord still has some part to
play in men's affairs.
In the same month o f the year, I received
from him another letter the closing para
graph of which has the following :
"I hope you haven't s i g n e d a n y con tract yet
for . . . work t h i s c o m i n g year. I c a n see a
s a l a ry for you at C o l by, if you can put in your
There a re several things t h a t
time with u s .

h ave dev e loped t h i s s u m m e r i n s uc h fas hi o n
a s t o m ake m e wan t you w i t h u s t h i s year.
I can keep you busier all t h e time than you
ever were a year b e fore i n all your l i fe ,-a n d
can p a y y o u a b o u t a t h i r d of w h a t y o u a r e
r e a l l y worth !"

Wbile arriving at a defini t e understand
ing with the President in respect to amount
of time to be given to the College and the
salary to be paid, I ventured to secure sev
eral prizes for public speaking contests. I
selected four men from the graduate body
and wrote each a letter suggesting they
give $ 1 00 each for four prizes. My appeal,
briefly but earnestly put, was promptly an
swered, and very much to my own surprise
four favorable replies came back. When
I wrote the President what I had done, back
came a delightfully worded letter which
showed his j oy at this evidence of loyalty
on the part of graduates of the College and
of approval of my own enterpri se. Here
it is, in part, written from Bethel :
"I am simp ly d e l i g h t e d w i t h your letter.
You are a 'dan dy' a n d no mi s take about it at
a l l ! I wish you would hurry the thing along
a s fast as you can s o t h a t w e can ge t t h e
s c h e m e i n t o t h e papers a s soon a s p o s s i b l e .
I t w i l l s u r e l y h e lp . You probably are fi guri n g
o u t t h e con dition s of c o n t e s t a n d a l l t hat s ort
of t h i n g. Y o u are doing great work !
" Now p l e a s e write me if -- has b e e n out
West this summer.
I thought he was goi n g
t h e fi r s t o f July.
I can't b e gin t o s a y how
g l a d I a m h e i s t hi nkin g s o s t ron gly of Colby
for next year. We need him and w e need him
b a d ly. His football ability will come i n mighty
h a n d y this fal l . "

On the 3rd of September another letter
came from B ethel. Nothing could be writ
ten of the President that better shows how
diligently he figured to find money for sala
ries and how assiduously he worked to
serve the College and have others serve her
well . It also discloses how lightly he re
garded the work that faculty members were
called upon to do. In urging me to take on
the work of the Registrar of the College his
inducement was couched in diplomatic fash
ion : "Twice a year there is something to
do for a few days." And as a real matter
of fact, that is exactly how he regarded the
work o f the office. When I di<l finally
assume the work of the office, he never
seemed to understand that there was any
thing more to it than a few days' work
"twice a year." And having no office room
at the College, unless I took a corner o f
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his own private office which, of course, was
not right for me to do, I was obliged to
make use of a room in my own home, and
here I did the work of the office for twelve
years, quite out from under his eye. The
following letter therefore reveals the Pres
ident in fittest fashion :
" I am w i l l i n g to e n gage you on t h e n e w
b a s i s w i t h t h e u n d e r s tan di n g t h a t you s hall
put i n some time in . . . ; a s you sugge st, that
n ee d n 't l e s s en t h e v a l ue o f your s e rvi ce t o t he
College.
We can rearrange your c ours e s o
t h at you w i l l h a v e b e t te r h ours for y o u r work :
will try i t at a n y rate. Y o ur p r e s e n t s c h e dule
couldn't w e l l b e w o r s e .
" W h e r e do you supp o s e t h i s e x t r a sum is
c o m i n g from ?
Part of it i s made available
b y P ro f. X 's departure. He has b e e n Regi s
trar o f t he Col l e ge , and has b e e n p a i d for it.
I wan t you to take h i s place.
Twi c e a year
there is s o m e t h i n g t o d o for a few days� but
it i s i n t h e main a light j ob .
Then, too, I
wan t you to do some barn-st o r m i n g. For ex
ample, I want you t h is coming year t o v i s i t
a l l t h e s c h o o l s I h a v e v i s i t e d t h i s p a s t year,
m aking a s p e e c h i n each place. . . . An d for
t h i s work I can use s o m e of the approp riation
for a dvertising. S o you s e e I have had to d o
some c i p h e r i n g i n o r d e r to fi n d t h e m o n e y for
you. B e si d e s the work o f teachin g, and regi s 
t e r i n g, a n d b a rn stormi ng, I w a n t y o u f o r a
gen eral all-round s c h e m e r a n d boome r,-for
my right-h a n d man . . . . I 'v e had a fine l e t te r
from M-. You are goin g to get a n o t h e r hun
dred t h e re . "

Here follows several paragraphs concern
ing the cases of a half dozen prospective
students. He wishes me to see this one,
he has asked some one else to see another,
and he will attend to the third. Then he
concludes his four-page letter, hand-written,
accurately phrased, and legibly written,
with the following appeal :
" Now, Herbert, I don't wan t you t o balk at
this Regi s t rar's b usi n e s s .
I ' ll help you make
it as l i t t l e burdensome as p o s s i b l e . I t i s the
o n l y way I can dig up t h e money for you t h i s
year. You w i l l have my office at t h e College
for s u c h t i m e s as you n e e d i t� a n d will n o t I
am sure find the work disagreeabl e.
I wan t
you t o s tart in on it a nyway."

And then follows the invariable post
script :
" B y t h e way again : there is a boy n a m e d
-- i n
, graduate of Kent's Hill, who . . .
I am t old h e ought t o come t o Colby. I f you
can m ake some i nquiri e s about t h e b oy, or
b e tt e r s t i l l go over to M- s o m e eve n i n g and
i n t e rview h i m ,-you m i gh t be i n s trumen tal i n
l a n d i n g eight f r o m S - a n d vicini ty."
--

,
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The President almost invariably spent
his summer vacation, i f such it could be
called, at the old Peabody Farm in Gilead,
Maine, a few miles from Bethel. Usually
about a week after Commencement Day he
had everything packed up ready for the
automobile trip. Chie f o f all these "things"
were the necessary equipment for a sum
mer office, for, while he was off for a sum
mer's rest, every detail of the management
of the College, every letter written by a
prospective student through_ the year, in
short, Colby College went along with him.
President Roberts was one o f the quick
hammer type of men. When he undertook
anything, he did it w ith a dispatch that was
little short of amazing. His decisions were
reached the same way. He read a book
t he same way, turning its pages so rapidly
that one doubted whether he could possibly
absorb what he read. True to his nature,
arrival at Gilead on any day of the vaca
tion, by night he was sending out letters,
most of them long-hand, from his tempo
rary office.
And thereafter how the letters would
follow in quick succession ! For many of
the 20 years that I was closely associated
with him he got along without a stenog
rapher, and yet day a fter day he would
send out on an average of 50 letters. Many
of them were letters containing much de
tailed information. Nearly every letter
ever sent to me contained one or two post
scripts, o ftentimes of a humorous nature.
It was much as though he had rid his mind
of important matters of state and then al
lowed his real sel f to take the chief role.
My files show, too, that not infrequently
he would write me two and sometimes
three letters the same day. That, too, was
characteristic of him. vVhen he \\Tote a
letter, that was the end of it. He signed
it, sealed it, and stamped it. It was a for
gotten matter. I f ten minutes later he had
something else to write, he went through
the same formula. And in such wise he
read the mail which he received. \Vith a
hundred letters in a pile on his desk, he
would not do what most people do. look
them through and speculate on the writer
of this or that, and then select what he
thought to be the most important. He would
begin at the very top. If this happened to
be a circular, it went t�e way of the waste
basket. If it happened to be a letter need-
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ing an answer, he would then and there
snatch up pen and paper and even w hile
carrying on conversation, answer it, fold it,
seal it, and stamp it.
Another astounding trait of the Presi
dent's was his intimate, almost uncanny;
knowledge of undergraduates and prospec
tive students. \i\Then a boy wrote him about
college, forthwith that boy came in for
study. His school principal was written to,
some Colby man living in the boy's town
got a letter
� about h im, his parents had a let
ter, and frequently I would be called upon
to see the boy personally. And during a
summer he carried hundreds of names in
his head, writing the boys at frequent inter
vals, sending them catalogues, Alumnuses,
pictures, Echoes, and Oracles. No hound
ever pursued a fox more persistently. And
most praiseworthily of all, the President
wanted the boy to go to college, Colby, of
course, but i f not Colby, then somewhere.
He himsel f had been a country boy and he
knew ·what it meant for a boy born and
reared in a country town to "go off to the
city to college." He wanted to help. It
·became a passion with him. He was will
ing, too, to give every boy a trial, two trials,
and three if the boy showed grit.
And so it is that scores of his letters
from which I might quote contain infor
mation about prospective students and the
work of students in the College. \iVhen he
told me how to handle a certain case, he al
most invariably introduced some element of
fun or humor, either some comment on the
boy's mental twists or that of the parents.
Turning again to the file of his letters
arranged chronologically, I find one dated
D ecember 4, 1 9 1 2 :
"I w i s h you could ge t t h e Register for t h e
c a t a l o O'ue i n t o s h a p e a s s o o n a s conven i e n t .
i l l n e e d t h e a ss i s ta n ce� w i l l y o u n o t, of
You
I
the C o m m i t t e e o n S t a n d i n g of S t u de n t s ?
s h a l l l eaye t om o rrow a. m. a n d get back i n
t i m e for y o u r w e d d i n g !
Yours a s eve r,
A. J. R.

;

"P. S .
I ?' '

I spoke t o you a b o u t C h a p e l , d i d n ' t

The postscript above tells a whole story.
He regarded himsel f as the man who
should always be in charge of Chapel. But
when duty called him out of town, perhaps
leaving on a very early morning train, he
would call me up at the proverbial eleventh

hour to say that he was leaving the chapel
in my charge. After a few such experi
ences I found it wise to carry about with
me an appropriate chapel talk, a suitable
hymn number, and biblical references ! Un
ab le to get others to lead Chapel on short
notice, I had to fill in as best I could. I
have in my files one or two telegrams read
ing simply, "Look out for Chapel." His
reference to preparing the "Register for
the catalogue" is evidence o f the fact that
he had quite forgotten his early induce
ment made for me to take on the Regis
trar's duty, that it would require but "three
or four days' work twice each year" !
His reference to my wedding contains
more than what the words convey. When
he first learned that I was showing some
attention to the young lady who on Decem
ber 2 1 , 1 9 1 2, became my wife, he instantly
assumed direction of my marital affairs !
For a year and more I don't think I ever
met him on campus or street or in store
that he didn't inquire with very great solici
tude if I was showing proper attention to
the young lady, not to delay the wedding
day, and otherwise encouraging me in an
enterprise that needed no encouragement
whatever. But he seemed to get infinite
pleasure from a constant chiding. He was,
of course, a guest at the wedding, and ever
after showed the greatest interest in the
events of my home. His interest in the
first of my three boys was especially keen
even to the end of his life. And this first
born often went into paroxysms of laugh
ter whenever he met the President on the
Main street. I f the President spied him a
long way off, his deep voice came booming
down the street in a way that amused the
boy immensely.
"Dad, you should have heard the Presi
dent shout !" was the boy's frequent report.
What letter could better tell the story o f
the human element in a college President,
or the real problems of the President of a
small struggling college, than the following,
sent me from Bethel on August 24, 1 91 5 :
"I w i s h you would be l ooki n g about you for
j ob s for i n c o m i n g students. T h e r e m u s t be a
l o t of furnace work avai l a b l e-m ore t h a n we
We must try
have eve r man aged to secure.
to m a k e our e mp l o y m e n t bureau m o re effi·
c i e n t."

I recall distinctly that as a result of that
letter I began to make city-wide inquiries
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for these j obs, and to my amazement, and
my chagrin, as well, I found that the Pres
ident had rapped at many of the doors be
fore he left for his summer vacation. The
reference to ' 'employment bureau" was evi
dently intended to refer to one of my duties.
I never knew the existence of any other
"bureau. "
The attached letter will doubtless be
read ''rith understanding eyes by such mem
bers of the Board of Trustees as were serv
ing the College in 1 9 1 5 . They probably
never knew that I was at one time "ap
pointed President pro tern" of the College.
In other words, this good old Baptist Col
lege at one time in its honorable history had
as its head a regul arly enrolled member of
the Temple Street Congregational Church
of \Vaterville, Maine ! It is not probable

that the Gardner benefaction which was
given with the understandin g that none
other but a B aptist should ever stand at
the head of the College, will be withdrawn
by reason of the rash act of the late Presi
dent. But the indisputable proof remains
that a Congregationalist ( mark the term ! )
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once served, legally o r otherwise, a s Colby's
head ! Reproduction o f the letter written in
pencil and mailed, as the President put it
in another letter, "On the Choo-choo," is
here given.
I reproduce here one out o f many letters
showing the grasp the President had upon
details of administration and how intimate
was his knowledge of how students were
doing in- their courses :
"T hanks for the list. I shalt be . very grate ful
to you indeed i f yo u will correspond with these
students who are deficient and so far as may be
get them i n l i ne.
"L-has had his chance and I should say i s o u t
o f i t altogether.
"Please see j f N can work off two courses by
How in
the 3 d \Ve dnesday, and i f so what 2.
t h e worl d did he get so behind ?
"G i s out at Belgrade hotel ; you can perhaps
get him by telephone.
Hp m u s t plan to
make up a c o u r s e
Marquardt.
Dr.
with
Please tel ephone him
( D r. M) about it, o r
i f you wish, I will
I
w r i t e him abo u t i t.
was going to do so,
bu t in press o f other
bu siness forgot i t.
"P is down and out.
" So apparently i s T.
"S dropped out o f
College at the end o f
the first semester.
"Use you r own
j u dgment a s to how
to approach them al l ;
the r u I e s a r e plain
enough . "

The coming of the
Great War in 1 9 1 7
meant many added
b u r d e n s for the
President. It will be
- remembered that in
1 9 1 8 Colby became
an S. A. T. C. camp.
I shall never forget
the d ay w h e n the
A rmy officers
arrived to take over
the College. T h e
Lieutenant in charge was much like the
newly rich : he had but recently been ele
vated, and knew it, and showed it. For
what he was intended to be he was the
most disagreeably pompous fellow that ever
donned a soldier's uni form. But he was in
charge, and the President knew it. \Vhen
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he fi rst called upon the President in his
office I was present to see the actual trans
£ er o f powers. The Lieutenant came in,
dressed immaculately, smoking a cigarette
which he did not feel himself in any way
called upon to remove from his mouth even
in the office of the President of the College.
During the brief conversation the Army
Commander blew rings of smoke into the
President's face, and in other ways showed
every trai_t of being what his rank did not
signify. ] felt incensed beyond measure.
We had been working day and night to get
things shi fted · over to a war basis, and for
our labors had received highest commenda
t ion from those recently put in charge o f
the curriculum. And now to be subj ect to
a little lieutenant recently hatched was more
than I could stand. I evidently made some
outward show of my displeasure at the
braggadocio attitude of our new superior,
and received a silent warning from the
President. But when the khaki-dad youth
left the office, the President li fted his foot
and banged the door shut a fter him in a
way that immensely relieved my feelings.
He then told me that w e were in for some
trouble unless w e watched out, and that so
far as he was concerned he was, from that
time on, to take a very humble attitude
toward this young superior.
"He will n ever have the chance to com
plain against me,'· was the President's com
ment. I nwardly I knew that the young
lieutenant would have all the occasion he
needed to complain against me. The Presi
dent might overlook his pomposity, but I
could never forgive him for treating the
Presi dent as he did.
It seemed to me that I ought to be doing
something to help win the war. I had re
ceived pretty definite in formation that the
Government looked upon the colleges of the
country as of tremendous i mportance in
helping to train officer-material, and I was
told that my place for the time being was
in the College. But even though we had
become an Army Camp and I was put in
charge of a good deal of work of an ad
mini strative sort, nevertheless I wanted to
be nearer the scene of action. Overtures
from Washington made a strong appeal.
Judge Cornish, the chairman o f the Board
of Trustees, called me to Augusta to talk
it over. He made me see that my duty
was in the College assisting the President.

There would be time enough to enter into
other service if the war lasted much longer.
The following letters were written in the
summer of 1 9 1 8 while the war clouds were
hanging heavy, and when we were in dire
straits at the College. The first is dated
July 6 :
"Dear Herbert,
The i dea of getting the parents o f the boys
interested is working out wonderfully. It is one
o f the very best you have ever evolved, which
i s saying a good deal . Your subscription list I
should very much l ike to have for the summer ;
it will help in getting ready for warming up our
Endowment Fund Campaign. This summer I am
going to write to everybody urging the purchase
o f a bond of the 4th Liberty Loan and giving it
to the College : I 'm going to make a dri\·e o f i t,
and I shall want your assistance.
If you can
think up any workable scheme for getting the
money, such gratitude as I have felt and ex
pressed for your help on other occasions will be
as a zephyr to a blizzard when compared to the
gratitude that will dilate my bosom this time ! ' '

The second is dated July 6 :
" I f i t i sn't too late please say i n the ALU M NU S
that Colby w i l l sena a member o f t h e Faculty
and seven students to Plattsburg for two months'
training, beginning July 1 8. They will serve as
assi stants to the army officers who will be as
signed to Colby next year.
''P. S. I have asked Little to go. P lease cal l
him up and if he consents, put his name in. I
expect to hear f rom him M onday."

The fact cannot well be stated too often
for emphasis that nothing-absolutely noth
ing-about the College escaped the eye of
the President. His hand guided the insti
tution and his brain dictated the general
policy of administration. He found it easier
to do the work a fter this fashion. Not that
he distrusted the ability or word of others ;
he was most trustful o f men ; but as he had
the physical energy and the mental alert
ness he simply pref erred to be the sole
guide for the College. To be such meant,
of course, that he must needs possess full
in formation about everybody immediately
concerned with the life of the College. I t
was but natural that seeking in a l l ways to
lighten his labors and to share some of his
burdens I volunteered in formation in re
gard to many things. It seems a most im
probable statement to make, but it i s true
nevertheless, that I can reca11 but a very
few instances where I surprised him with
information vouchsafed. Absolutely noth
ing could be told him about students. When
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he arrived at the office in the morning he
brought with him full in formation as to
what happened on the campus during the
night . Where he gleaned this information
I never knew. I often thought he had a
seventh sense.
Under date o f July 25, 1 9 1 8, I find the
following letter :
" I ' m more grate ful than I can say for all you r
trouble about the blanks. I have them a l l filled
out and i n the mail s . It requires some red tape
to win the war !
" I 'm glad you are not going to Washington.
You need the s ummer for other uses. You have
been working too hard ( it sounds funny for me
to speak complainingly about what I'm really
responsi bl e f o r ) ,-but I don't mean to be so
Egyptian a taskmaster always.
Yon are doing
you r full patriotic duty, I bel ieve, i n stoking the
home fires.
"No news.
My garden grows apace !
Even
Libby [a n e p h e w of m i n e ] is i n te r e s t e d in i t,
though jn a somewhat academic way.
He's a
good boy.
As ever yours,
A . J . R. "

How much like him is this letter.
Thoughtful, apologetic for having added
a few duties to my list, fatherly in his ad
vice to one younger and distraught as to
his duty. His reference to Libby is to
Libby Pulsi fer, my nephew and a graduate
of the College in the class of l 92 I . During
the years he was in Colby he drove the
President's car for the summer months and
a great liking for the boy grew up in the
President's heart. Letter after letter con
tains some reference to him, and up to the
time of the President's death he never
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lost his deep interest in the young man's
welfare. And almost every letter contains
some reference to his "garden. " He was
something of a garden fancier and almost
invariabl y before he left for his summer
home he would come down to my home on
Pleasant street to look over my garden
fence for the sole high purpose of pass
ing on in formative remarks to me dur
ing the following weeks ! And about twice
each year in one of his chapel talks he would
turn toward me and make public acknowl
edgment of the fact that the' faculty boasted
a real farmer !
The Great War added its burdens to the
President, but he did not allow the burdens
to prevent him from facing the future with
courage. He saw the student body dwin
dling under the call of war, he saw the
College take the initial steps toward be
coming a war camp, and his major concern
began to shift from the campus to over
seas where his college boys were to engage
the foe.
The following letter, under date of May
22, 1 918, gives a clear idea o f his concern
over the wel fare of the College :
"Dear He rbert,
" Please run the College while I am gone.
''I enclose some matter I want you to look
through with some care, and I also want you to
interview these people and find out j ust what
they have i n their minds.
A s I understand it,
their plan contemr>lates all unde rgraduates being
left i n College. Please see that we get no panic
started.
Yours,
A. J. R. "
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( To be continued)
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Concerning the Author of America

-

BY THE EDITOR
The following matter appeared in the son of Dr. Smith. Whatever concerns the
February 23 i ssue of the New Brunswick ' Author of America and his descendants
N. ] . , Sunday Times. It will be remem � very vitally concerns our College.
bered by Colby graduates that Samuel
The reprint follows :
Francis Smith, the Author of our National
Will ''America" or the "Star-Spangled
Anthem, was for seven years, 1 834-4 1 , pas
Bann�r" be the national anthem ? I f you
tor of the Baptist Church in Waterville
quest10n Dr. and M rs. John J. Hogan of
�
and Acting-Professor of Modern Lan
guage in Waterville, now Colby College, Metuchen concerning the i ssue, which has
that he was a member of the Board o f provoked extensive comment during the
Trustees of the College for 2 0 years, 1 840- past few months, they will favor "Amer
1 800, and that in 1 8 5 3 he was given the ica."
And if you ask them why they favor it,
honorary degree of doctor of divinity by
he
reply will be very simple. Mrs. Hogan
�
the College. It will also be remembered
that Dr. Smith wrote the hymn that was is a granddaughter of Samuel Francis
sung at the 75th anniversary of the Col Smith, who composed "America" while a
lege, the original manuscript of which was student at Andover in February) 1 832.
Out at the H ogan home in Metuchen
reproduced in hal f-tone in the ALU "M NUS
they
have numerous clippings concerning
last year.
the famous old song, they have the table
upon which the song was composed on the
back of two envelopes, they have the first
book that Samuel Francis Smith owned,
they have his cane that he carried in later
years ; they have a clock which was in his
home, and they have many other things
which have "no value," in their estimation ,
except that they are fond memories of the
man who was such a close associate of
Oliver Wendell Holmes and John Green
leaf \Vhittier, and who was a man of na
tional importance.
They also have in their possession seY
eral busts of Samuel Francis Smith, por
traits of himself, and lastly an autographed
copy of the song which was the last auto
graphed copy he made a short time be fore
his death, a gift to a very proud grand
daughter.
Samuel Francis S m ith was born in New
ton Center, Massachusetts, on October 2 1 ,
l 8o8, and died on N ov�mber r 6 , 1 895 . He
was attending Andover Academy in 1 832
when he composed the verses of "Amer
A N N I E H O O PE R G O O I> W I N , A . B . , ' 2 8
ica." He had been looking through an old
To E n ter Journalism
British song book when he came upon the
tune to which it i s sung. He became in
·--4

Even more close is the connection be- spi red to write a patriotic hymn and sat
tween Dr. Smith and Colby by reason o f down at a little round mahogany tabl e to
the fact that Daniel A ppleton White Smith, compose the hymn.
He was asked why he had used the olcl
'59, was the son of Dr. S mith, and tnat
Appleton White Smith, '87, is the grand- tune. and remarked that it was beauti ful to
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retain the tune as it came from the mother
country.
He was passing a church on Park street,
B oston, where there was a Sunday school
celeb ration in progress when he first heard
the hymn sung in public on J uly 4, 1 832.
Later, a fter he had attended Harvard
and had been ordained a Baptist minister
and had served as a pro fessor in languages
at Colby University, he was given a testi
monial at Faneuil Hall , Boston, where the
school children of the city sang his com
position. For three hours a fterward school
children in all parts of the nation were
singing "America ," and it was hailed as
the national anthem.
Since then there has been much contro
versy concern ing the selection by Congress
of an official national anthem. Numerous
persons, including the l ate Andrew Car
negie and others, have favored the adop
tion of "America" as the national anthem,
and many have visited the home of Dr. and
Mrs. Hogan at Metuchen to see the col-
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IN ME.MOR Y OF TH O S E W R (' F E L L T� ' 6 1

have been urging t h e election o f t h e song,
and in this Dr. and M rs . Hogan concur.
Dr. and Mrs. Hogan are very proud o f
Smith's first book. I t was a short history
of the Bible and was printed in 1809. I t
is bound in sheepskin.
They have decided that the possessions
which were once the famous author's shall
be given to Andover Academy at the time
of Mrs. Hogan's death.

PROF. C E C J L A. RO L L I N S, A . B . , · 1 5
D irects D ramatics i n Colby

lection of articles they have in connection
with the history o f the composer of the
song, and the table and other articles which
they prize so highly.
Many persons o f national importance

OUR NATIONAL ANTHE M
On the top of the editorial page today,
there is an article whi ch discloses why Dr.
and Mrs. John J . Hogan o f Metuchen
favor the adoption of ' 'America'' .as the
national anthem.
.
This article calls attention to the fact
that this country has no officially adopted
national anthem. For some time a contro
versy has been in progress as to whether
the " Star-Spangled Banner" or "America"
should so become. There are proponents
and opponents of each. Opponents o f
Francis Scott Key's work say i t is too diffi
cult to sing. Opponents o f Samuel Francis
Smith's work preclude it because its tune
belongs to the British "God Save the King."
But no one has yet been able to produce a
more reverent and more patriotic hymn .
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The 1930 Commencement
ERNEST CUM M I NGS MARRINER, A.B . , ' 1 3

June i s not far off-the month o f roses
and brides and commencement. It's the
one hundred and ninth commencement for
our old alma mater, and the call goes out
to every Colby alumnus to make thi s a big

DEAN MARRINER

home-com ing year. In keeping with re
cent success ful practice, the commence ment
events will occur on a week-end , giving our
busy alumni opportuni ty to take in the en
tire program and yet lose little time from
their occupat ions. This year the program
opens on Friday a fternoon, June 1 3 , and
closes Monday a fternoon , June 1 6. Satur
day, June 1 4, is Alumni Day, a day crowded
with interestin g events, but giving ample
time for the class reunions .
The outstandi ng feature o f the 1 930
C ommencem ent will be the dedication of
the new Athletic Building. These exercises
will b e held at I O :30 Saturday morning,
with President Franklin W. Johnson pre
siding. The address of dedication w ill be
delivered by Jesse F. Williams, M .D., Pro
fessor of Physical Education at Teachers
College, Columbia University . Dr. Wil
liams is the author of several widely known
books on physical education, and he is per
haps America's foremost authority on the

teaching of that subj ect in school and col
lege.
The Commencement Address on Monday
will be delivered by Arthur E. Bestor, D.D . ,
o f New York City. For several years Dr.
Bestor has been President of the Chautau
qua Institution-not the travelling com
mercial circuits, but the great original insti
tution at Chautauqua, New York . He is
an accomplished speaker and in constant
demand for public addresses.
A rich treat is in store for those who can
attend the Baccalaureate Service on Sun
day. The preacher will be Rev. Charles
W. Gilkey, D.D., Dean of the University
Chapel at the University of Chicago. Dr.
Gilkey has long been a personal friend of
both President and M rs. Franklin W. John
son. As a public speaker, his services are
sought as frequently and as widely as those
of his Baptist co-worker, Rev. Harry E.
Fosdick. In fact the two men spend their
summer vacations at near-by resorts on the
Maine coast. It is significant that, while
many large universities have altogether
abandoned chapel services, even of the vol
untary sort, the University of Chicago
maintains a well-attended daily service in
their beauti ful new chapel edifice. The
success of these services is due largely to
the ability and personal attractiveness o f
t h e Dean o f the Chapel, D r . Gilkey. Colby
folks are therefore sure to hear an inspir
ing sermon by a magneti c speaker and a
charming man .
The innovation last year of making the
Sunday evening service a special recog
nition of the class celebrating its fi ftieth
reunion will be continued, with Harry Ly
man Koopman, Litt.D., reading the anni
versary poem for his Class of 1 880. Dr.
Koopman, who is j ust retiring as Librarian
of B rown University, has already published
several volumes of delightful verse. A poet
of recognized standing, he will lend to this
occasion much of the same signi ficance
that attended the delivery of Longfellow's
famous " Morituri Salutamus." The Board
man Sermon, another feature of the anni 
versary s ervice, will be delivered by Rev.
Woodman B radbury, D.D., o f the Class of
1 887. For many years on the staff of
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Newton Theological Institution, Dr. Brad
bury has gained wide fame as a scholarly
speaker. He is a familiar figure at Colby
Commencements, where he has frequently
had a distinguished place on the program.
The college play will be in charge of
Professor Cecil A. Rollins of the Depart
ment of English . As usual, there will be
a production on Friday afternoon for the
townspeople and a second production on
Saturday afternoon for the Commencement
guests.
Joseph C. Smith, 1 924, the new alumni
secretary, will have charge of class re
unions. For several weeks he has been in
communication with the various class sec
retaries and is helping them perfect plans
fo � largely attended and enthusiastic re
umons.
Very shortly announcements of the 1 930
Commencement will be mailed to every one

2 33

of Colby's four thousand alumni. With
each announc ement will be sent a reply
post card for use in making Commen ce
ment reservati ons. This year, in order to
improve our alumni records, these post
cards will ask for additiona l informati on
which every alumnus will be asked to sup
ply, even i f he cannot attend Commenc e
ment.
But many of them are going to attend.
What about you ? Were you at Com
mencement last year ? Then you are cer
tainly coming again. Has it been several
years since you have attended ? Then all
the more reason why you should come this
year. To borrow from the advertising slo
gans-Eventually, why not now ? Obey
that impulse ! It satisfies !
The detailed program o f the 1 930 Com
mencement appears elsewhere in this issue
of the ALUM NUS.

The Boston Colby Alumni Dinner
LINWOOD

L.

WOR K M A N ,

L I N W O O D L . WORKMAN, A . B . , ' 02
R e tires as President Boston Alumni
Association

In rather marked contrast to the formal
ity of a generation ago the annual dinner

A.B., '02

meetings of the Boston Colby Alumni As
sociation now-a-days are characterized by
an atmosphere of cordial friendliness, good
fellowship, spirited songs and happy remi
niscence plus a subtle but definite expect
ancy of hearing something new, bigger,
better or different about the college. Such
was the gathering at the University Club,
Boston, Friday evening, March 2 1 st.
The number does not vary much from
year to year-one hundred twenty-five to
one hundred fi fty ( we �ish it might in
crease, we know of no legitimate reason
why it should not ) , but the personnel
changes. As in every gathering of the kind
there is a nucleus of consistently loyal,
faithful men whose familiar faces would
be sorely missed were they to fail to appear.
They are the backbone o f the organization .
We believe that these "steadies" have in
creased in number during the past ten
years. This is as it should be, it is a good
omen for the success of the college.
Then we have those graduates who come
irregularly. It is great to see them, but
we wish they would change their habits
and j oin the "regular gang" ! And lastly,
the men who have recently located in
Metropolitan Boston. Typical Colby men,
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-of course they have a different way o f
giving college yells, they have another set
of songs ( with the exception of old Phi
Chi ) , we hear them talking about different
" Profs," etc. , but nevertheless they are
Colby men and we note with satis faction
that many o f them have helped to shoulder
activities of the Alumni Club and also o f
Colby interests in general i n this vicinity.
M ore power to them ! More members, too,
who join the " steadies" mentioned above.
We had a fine time this year. Herbert
Wadsworth, President of the Board of
Trustees, out of the goodness of his heart
came all the way down from Maine j ust
for the fun o f being here ! Apparently he
can't stay away from a gathering of Colby
men ,-untiring, resourceful, generous lead
er for the college ; heart all bound up in
Colby and Colby students. Said he didn't
come down to "sit at the head table," but
we made him do it j ust the same and when
called upon by the presiding officer he re
sponded , not about material equipment,
SPA U L D I N G B I S B E E , ' 1 3
Promin e n t M a i n e Business Man

COL.

C LAYTON K . B R O O K S , A . B . , ' 9 �
E l ected O fficer Boston A l u mn i Ass ' n

endowment funds, organization-although
he might well have done so-but rather he
chose to lay bare his interest in, his solici
tude for the undergraduate , individual stu-

dent, especially those who are struggling
against odds to gain their education.
Colby alumni are not necessarily "hero
worshipers." Nevertheless they know a
good man when they see or hear o f him.
That's why the association invited · 'Wally"
Donovan to be its guest from the student
body.
Most of you readers appreciate
' ' Wally's" honestly deserved reputation in
Maine football lore. No question why he
is next year's captain . But maybe you
don't know that he can also "buck the
line'' for a good a fter-dinner speech and
"lead the interference around end" for
some college cheers. Well, he can, and he
did ! We are with you, "Wally" !
Pro fessor Webster C hester represented
the college faculty. • Very qu!etly, modestly,
but with appreciated humor he described
conditions and situations past and present
within the activities and membership of the
faculty. His note of optimism was par
ticularly clear. One might say that the
theme of his talk was "Setter days at .
Colby." \Vhat a fine excuse officer he must
have been during the yea r s that he acted
in that capacity. A sense of humor cer-
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D A V I D F . KR O N Q U I ST

B .S., '29
With United Fruit C o . ,
Spa n i sh Hon d u ras

J. THIEL, B . . , '29
E l ected Secretary B oston
A l um n i Ass ' n

A LB E RT

tainly does clear up many a strained or
uncertain situation.
When a man of ability, position and in
fluence becomes actively interested in a
small college it is an unmistakable har
binger of good for that institution. All
Colby people should be happy and proud
of the fact that Walter S. \i\fyman of Au
gusta has made our college the "apple of
his eye," so to speak. The Boston alumni
had heard of Mr. \i\fvman's
association
'
with the college, and of the big things that
he is doing in Maine. Through the good
offices of President Johnson he very gra-

RALPH H . AYER, B . S . ,

Theatre M a n ager
Rochester, N. Y.

·2s

ciously consented to be a speaker-guest.
Using a most interesting description o f . how
his engineers have solved almost insur
mou11table difficulties in building a water
power plant for developing electricity at
Bingham, Maine, as a kind of background
of illustration he related a dream for build
ing a new Colby with greater educational
prestige and power than the college has yet
enj oyed. Not the slightest disparagement
of the recognized value of Colby in its
present setting or its glorious past-a value
which in reality is in inverse proportion to
its physical and financial equipment-but

F. L E ONAR D , A . B . , ' 2 0
E l ected P re s i de n t Boston

NEIL

B. B ERNHARDT
B . S. , ' 2 8
W i th Waterville Boys' Club

G E ORGE

Alumni Ass ' n

J . L O U I S LOVETT, B . S . , '29
Elected Officer B os to n Alumni
Ass'n
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rather a vision of what it may be. And
who shall be so timid as to say that the
dream may not become a reality ? Such
men are not idle dreamers.
As final speaker o f the evening President
Johnson, radiating enthusiasm, good cheer, '
unmistakable evidence o f administrative
ability together with educational experience
and foresight, related conditions as he
found them a year ago when he came to
the college ; pai d tribute to the late Pres
ident Rob�rts, loved by all who knew him,
and who "wore himself out working for
Colby College" ; complimented in highest
terms the loyalty and efficient service of
the faculty ; and described i n detail the
characteristics of the present student body
- earnest, straightforward, clean young
men and women, a group of young people
into which parents need not hesitate for a
moment i n s ending thei r sons and daugh
ters.
The President discussed the physical
conditions of the institution, indicated how
E L SIE LEWI S , A . B . , ' 2 9
Secretary t o D ea n of Women
the present method of housing the men
tends towards a disintegration rather than
a unity of colJ ege. li fe, and followed this college contrast was made between the
with an outline o f his plans for bringing limited curriculum of a generation ago
about integration and the building up o f and the larger opportunity now offered in
courses and departments little expected or
heard o f then. All of this has been accom
plished in spite of the handicap of class
room and laboratory s pace which is sorely
needed and must be provided if a continued
growth and dev�lopment is to take place.
That so much has been accomplished with
so inadequate equipment is in itsel f a
tribute to the genius of the Colby teaching
staff and the calibre of the students. That
better days are ahead is attested to by the
growing interest in Colby College displayed
everywhere on the part of men and women
who give attention to the education o f
youth. But it is none the less plain that
Colby alumni must also give increasing
support to the college not only as far as
they can financially thus building a back
ground for support by friends of larger
STA N L E Y G . E S T E S , A . B . , ' 2 3
means but also by directing to the college
Elected Officer Boston Alumni .A ss'n
not more students but young men and wo
men of highest intellectual promise.
The keen attention given to the Presi
a unity of relationship similar to that of a
former day when the group was smaller dent, the enthusiasm shown in his portrayal
and when the men lived all together on the o f the college, its needs, ideals, plans,
dreams, the groups that surrounded, talked
campus.
Turning to educational aspects o f the with, questioned him until a late hour is
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ample evidence o f the confidence in both
Colby and its leader.
In order that the Boston Association may
function more effectively and more con
stantly, the constitution was amended so
as to require bi-monthly meetings by the
Executive Council excepting the months o f
July a n d August. It is intended that this
representative body shall be in close touch
with the alumni in this section of the coun
try and with the college, that the college
and its organizations shall know that here
is a group of alumni anxious to receive
suggestion s for mutual service.
The retiring officers were Linwood L.
Workman, '02, president ; Stanley G. Estes,

'2 3 ' secret ary ,· N eil Leona rd, '2 1 , treasu rer.
.. L
New officer s electe d are, Neil I� . eonard '20 presid ent ; Clayton K. Brook s, '98,
' preside nt ; Stanley G . E stes, ' 23 ,
first' vice
se c ond vice preside nt ; John T. Mathe ws,
'08, treasur er ; Albert J. Thiel, '28, secretary ; J. Louis Lovett , '28, assista �t . secr �-
tary ; alumni council ( term expmng m
1 9 3 4) , Leon C . Guptill , 'og, H,arland R.
Ratcliffe, '2 3 , H. Warren Foss, ¢.
Stephen G. Bean, '05 , officiated as us� al
in his unique manner as sorig leader, while
instrumen tal music and vocal solos were
contributed during the evening through the
courtesy of members of the Northeaste rn
University Musical Clubs.
.

Memories of the College
T H O M AS BENTON BRIGGS, '64

The preparation was almost exclusively
in Latin and Greek. The books that were
read in preparation in Latin were Roman
History, six books of Virgil, Salust and
Cicero's orations. In Greek the four Gos
pels and Xenophon. At the examination
during the commencement in June, r 86o,
the Professor named the pages in these
books and requested. the student to read
and translate this with conjugations and
declensions, nothing more. In Geometry
no book was allowed in the class rooms,
Professor Harris giving the number only,
when the student went to the board, drew
the figure and demonstrated the problems.
This method was observed at any period
of term for review or at class. Similar
methods in Greek and La tin grammar.
What were the impressions ? That the Pro
fessors were very thorough and capable
and the students who did satisfactory work
there would rank equal in scholarship with
any in the colleges in New England.
President Champlin was there and we
had his Greek grammar. H e was quite
regularly in charge of Chapel exercises.
Certain sentences in his prayer were often '
repeated and were familiar to the students
of those days. The Pro fessors at that time
in memory were Lyford, Smith, Harris and
Richardson.
The classmates who became Zetes were
Brown, True and Mayo, all gone over the
bar, I understand. The Civil War took its
to1 1 from Colby but they are held dear in
memory.
Some incidents of the time occur to me
•

that I will relate. At the Commencement
in 1 86o, P. T. Barnum's Show with Gen
eral Tom Thumb as a leader, was in Wa
terville. When the little coach drawn by
four small ponies, the gift o f Queen Vic
toria of England, was passing the Elmwood
Hotel, a man said to another, "Jim, a fter
election you can put the whole Democratic
party in that coach ."
That fall I went to H udson, Maine, to
attend my mother's funeral. On my return
while in Bangor, Stephen A. Douglas, can
didate for President, made his plea for the
office from the rotunda of the Bangor
House. He was taken about the principal
streets ; and suspended across quite often
was the printed slogan, " Welcome to the
Little Giant of the West." As Douglas came
out to speak, a man said to his friend : "Is
that Douglas ?" " Yes." "Is that the Little
Giant ?" " Yes." "Is that the Little Giant
of the West ?" "Yes." Said the first man,
"Begorra, he does look strong, doesn't he ?"'
Douglas was rather small but made a neat
figure in a well fitted suit of gray.
I remember the only personal interview I
had with President Champlin when I called
at his home for permission to go to Hud
son, which was readily granted. He asked
me how I was getting on. I said, " Fairly
well, I think." Then he asked if I had
any idea what I expected to do. I said,
" My father wants me to study law." Then
he said, " I f so, you will need a college edu
cation as a foundation and some natural
gi fts, for the lawyer ought to be well in
formed in many lines."
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Comparison in College Salaries
COMPILED BY THE EDITOR
Co mpiled in 1926- 1927

TABLE I
PROFESSORS
Colby . . . . . . . . . . $3 AOO
Bates . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,6oo
M iddlebury . . . . . . 3,800
C olgate . . -: . . . . . . . . 3,800
Wesleyan . . . . . . . . . 4,800
Tu fts . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 ,000
T rinity
. . . . . . . . . 5 ,000
Williams . . . . . . . . . 5 ,000
B owdoin . . . . . . . . 5 ,ooo
B rown . . . . . . . . . . . 6,ooo
. . . . . . 6,ooo
Dartmouth
.

.

.

. .

.

.

i1;

Co m p iled

1928-1929

TABLE I
PROFESSORS
Colby . . . . . . . . . .
Bates . . . . . . . . . . . .
M iddlebury . . . . . . .
Colgate . . . . . . . . . . .
Tufts . . . . . . . . . . .
Williams . . . . . . . . .
Trinity . . . . . . . . . .
B owdoin . . . . . . . . .
Wesleyan . . . . . . . .
Amherst . . . . . . . . . .
Brown . . . . . . . . . . .
Dartmouth . . . . . . .
.

.

.

.

.

$4,ooo
4,000
4,000
4,300
5 ,000
5,000
5,500
6,ooo
6,ooo
6,ooo
6,500
7 ,ooo

Compiled in 1929- 1930

TABLE I
PROFESSORS
Colby . . . . . . . .
Bates . . . . . . . . . . . .
Colgate . . . . . . . . . . .
M iddlebury . . . . . .
Tu fts . . . . . . . . . . . .
Trinity . . . . . . . . . . .
Williams . . . . . . . . .
B owdoin . . . . . . . . .
Wesleyan . . . . . . . . .
Amherst . . . . . . . . . .
Dartmouth · . . . . . . .
B rown . . . . . . . . . .
.

.

.

.

.

.

$4,ooo
4,000
4,400
4,500
5 ,000
5 ,000
6,ooo
6,ooo
6,ooo
6,ooo
7,000
7,500

TABLE 2
AssocIA TE PROFESSORS
Colby .
...
$2,800
Middlebury . .. . . . . 3,000
Colgate . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 1 00
Trinity . . . . . . . . . . . 3,400
Williams . . . . . . . . . 3 ,500
Wesleyan . . . . . . . . . 3,900
Tu fts . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,000
B ow doin . . . . . . . . . 4,300
B rown . . . . . . . 4,500

TABLE 2
ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Colby . .
.. . .
$3,ooo
Middlebury . . . . . . . 3,000
Colgate . . . . . . . . . . . 3,300
Trinity . . . . . . . . . . 3,6oo
Williams . . . . . . . . . 4,000
Bow doin . . . . . . . . . 4,300
Vvesleyan . . . . . . . . . 4,500
Brown . . . .
. . 4,500
Amherst . . . . . . . . . . 4,500

TABLE 2
Assoc IA TE PROFESSORS
Colby . . . . . . . . . . $3,ooo
Middlebury . . . . . . . 3,000
Colgate . . . . . . . . . . 3 ,400
Trinity . . . . . . . . . . . 4,000
Williams . . . . . . . . . 5,000
Wesleyan . . . . . . . . . 4,200
Bowdoin . . . . . . . . . 4,300
B rown . . . . . . . . . . . 4,500
Amherst . . . . . . . . . . 4,500

TABLE 3
A SSISTANT PROFESSORS
M iddlebury . . . . . . $2,400
Colgate . . . . . . . . . . 2,500
Colby . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,6oo
B ates . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 ,900
Wesleyan . . . . . . . . 3,000
B owdoin . . . . . . . . . 3,400
Trinity
. . . . . . . . . 3,400
Tu fts . . . . . . . . . . . 3,500
Williams . . . . . . . . . 3,500
B rown . . . . . . . . . . . 3,500
Dartmouth . . . . . . 4,000

TABLE 3
A ss1sTAN'r PROFESSORS
Colgate
. . . . . $2,400
Middlebury . . . . . . . 2,6oo
Colby . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,900
Bates . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,200
Wesleyan . . . . . . . . 3,400
Bowdoin . . . . . . . . . 3,500
B rown . . . . . . . . . . . 3,500
Amherst
3,500
Tufts . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,000
Trinity . . . . . . . . . . 4,400
Williams . . . . . . . . . 4,500
Dartmouth . . . . . . . 4.500

TABLE 3
ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
M iddlebury . .
. $21800
Colgate . . . . . . . . . . . 2 ,900
Colby . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,900
Bates . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,Ioo
B owdoin . . . . . . . . . 3,400
Wesleyan . . . . . . . . . 3,500
B rown . . . . . . . . . . . 3,500
Amherst . . . . . . . . . 3,500
Tu fts . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,500
Trinity . . . . . . . . . . 4,000
Williams . . . . . . . . . 4,500
Dartmouth . . . . . . . 4 , 500
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Note 2.

Maximum salary for pro fessors at M iddlebury will be $s ,ooo instead o f $4, SOO
beginning with I 930- I 93 I .
Amherst professors o f exceptional ability receive more than the salary o f $6,ooo .

Note 3.

Dartmouth , Tufts, and Bates have no associate professors.

N ote 4.

No report for I q29- I 930 has been received from Amherst, hence the salary
schedule is t h e same as that given for last year.

N ote I .
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Colby in

1874

T H E EDITOR

Some weeks ago a graduate of the Col
lege sent to the ALUM NUS a copy of the
Christia n Secre tary, a religious weekly,
published at I 78 Asylum Street, 4th Floor,
Hartford, Conn. The paper is interesting
from the standpoint of make-up and mat
ter, but its chief interest is in an article
on "Colby University" and a cut of the
institution prominently displayed on the
first page. A similar cut to that reproduced
in the Secre tary is printed in connection
with this article.
The article is reproduced here in full.
Especial attention is called to the conclud
ing paragraphs dealing with "Expense" and
· · Religious Influence."

beautifu l villages in the state. It is on the
ity
Bango r. The moral tone of the commun
· are re
ences
influ
social
the
is high, and
fining.
ADM IRABLE BUILDI NGS AND BEAUTIFUL
GROUNDS
\

The buildings stand upon a campus, con 
taining upwards of ten acres, made attrac
tive by shade trees. The Kennebec forms
the eastern boundary of the grounds, and
adds greatly to their beauty. The estimated
money value of thi s real property is $ 1 25,It is without incumbrance. The build
000 .
mgs are
Chaplin Hall, so named in memory of
the venerated first President, Rev. Jere
We give to our readers, this week, an miah Chaplin, D.D., has recently been so
engraving of Colby University. As one of thoroughly renovated as to be substantially
the two colleges under the control of our a new building. I t furnishes the dormi
denomination in New England, the Baptists tories for the students, and is heated
of Connecticut have a special interest in its throughout with steam.
South College, also used for dormitories.
prosperity. Its present president is a native
C harnplin Hall, so named in recognition
of this state. It is a noteworthy fact that
two of its former presidents, Drs. Babcock of the distinguished services of the late
and Champlin, were also natives of Con President, Rev. ]. T. Champlin, D.D.,
LL.D., supplies the large, well-ventilated,
necticut.
and cheerful recitation-rooms.
THE LOCATION
C obum Hall, so named as an ackno,vl
of the college is admirable. \Vaterville is
near the geographical centre of the State of edgment of the benefactions of one of the
line of the railway between Boston and most liberal friends of the college, Hon.
Maine, and is one of the most health ful and Abner Coburn, is entirely devoted to the
use of the Depart
ment of Chemistry
and Natural History.
The building is of
rough quarry - stone,
w i t h granite tri m
mings , the wa1 ls be
ing 56 by 48 feet.
and 4 I feet high. On
the first floor are the
Lecture room, Labo
ratories a n d Appa
ratus rooms. On the
second floor are ·work
rooms for students in
Natural Hi story, and
a Hall supplied with
THE C O LBY OF OTHER YEARS
elegant cases for the
exhibition of speci-
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mens. A gallery more spacious than the Rev. Dr. Bosworth, Secretary o f the North
main floor, surrounds the Hall. The cabi ern Baptist Education Society, and Chair
net is of unusual excellence for purposes of man of the Committee of Exami nation at
instruction, and is especially rich in the de the close of last term, will be read with
partments of Conchology and Ornithology. , interest .
.Mem orial Hall, so named in honor o f
"The examinations covered the work of
·
the Alumni o f the College who fell i n the the term, were minute, spirited and thor
service o f their country during the late civil ough. They indicated the methods of the
war, is built o f stone and surmounted by a Professors, and the character and attain
tower eighty feet in height. The eastern ments of the students. For the most part
wing o f the building contains the Univer the results were satisfactory and gratifying,
sity Library, 44 feet by 54, and 20 feet showing that much hard study has been
high, furnished with double alcoves and performed by pupils who appreciate their
shelves for 30,000 volumes. The west wing advantages, and the obj ect for which these
contains, on the first floor, the College have been s ecured to their use. The meth
Chapel, 40 by 58 feet in dimensions. Above ods of the Professors, and the curriculum
this is the Hall of the Alumni, in which is may need changing in a few particulars,
the Memorial Tablet, surmounted by a but in many respects there is most gratify
copy, in marble, of Thorwaldsen's Lion of ing evidence that our College already holds
Lucerne.
a high position for its intellectual training.
The youth there gath
ered are t a u g h t to
think and to investigate
for themselves ; a n d
some o f them, at least,
already give promise
of a noble career."
THE ExPENSE
of a collegiate course
is here reduced to an
inconsiderable sum per
a nnum. The doors of
our larger colleges are
virtually closed by the
heavy charges to large
numbers of young men
who desire an educa
tion. Here the poorest
may avail themselves
of the best advantages.
RELIGIOUS I N FLUENCE
The c o 1 1 e g e was
O L D E R DAYS
founded in order to the
training o f young men in Christian learning. Never in the history of our country
was the need more pressing than now o f
precisely this thing. The demand is made,
and successfully too, in many quarters, that
we shall banish a recognition of Christ and
the B ible in our public schools. Supported
as these schools are from the public treas,..
ury, we may be compelled to yield to it.
In view of this condition of things, we see
the supreme value of our colleges, con-

THE

OLD

"GYM,"

N O W A R E LI C OF T H E

E NDOWMENT
The college has a solid cash endowment
of upwards of $zoo,ooo . This is a secure
basis for present work, and makes it certain that future benefactions will not be
wasted in fruitless attem pts to succor a
dying institution, but will be devoted to the
purposes which may be designated by the
donors.
CULTURE GrvEN
On this e ssential point the testimony of
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a college will be the supreme aim of the
present administra tion. While it is the de
sire of the Faculty to raise still higher the
standard of intellectual culture, this will be
sought as subsidiary to the honor of Christ.

trolled by Christian men, where the general
pr inciples of ou r common Christianity may
be recognized throughout the entire course
of study, and, at proper times, taught and
de fended. To make Colby University such

Hampton's Fourth Principal
ISAAC FISHER
The ALUM NUS is glad to reproduce here
an article appearing in the South ern Workr
ma n, written by Isaac Fisher concerning
George Perley Phenix, A . M . , '86, for many
years connected with Hampton Institute.
I f there are those who wish to know the
type of man who has been called to be the
fourth principal of Hampton, Dr. George
P. Phenix, they should be pointed to cer
tain indications o f his character which have
been long noted by his associates and which
were apparent when he was formally noti
fied o f his selection to be Hampton's new

_

·

GE ORGE P . PH E N I X , A . :M . , ' 8 6
Principal H ampton I nstitute

leader. One trait-quiet dignity-renders
it unfitting to make this formal announce
ment anything other than a simple state
ment of his past work. But Dr. Phenix
cannot escape his record.

'
He was born in Portland, Maine, in Sep
tember 1 864 ; and was graduated from
Colby College in 1 886. A fter further stu<ly
and active work in the field o f education
he became principal of the State Normal
School at Willimantic, Connecticut. At this
place his work with and for the rural
schools of that State was so noteworthy
that Hampton's principal, the late Hollis
Burke Frissell, urged him to come to serv
ice in this place-a service which has cov
ered twenty-five years. Appointed head o f
the Academy i n 1 904, h e organized its work
in teacher-training. In 1 908 he was made
vice principal of Hampton. Up to the pres
ent he has been best known by his able
administration of the Hampton Summer
School in which hundreds of teachers have
been given professional training of the first
rank.
Dr. Phenix has been called twice by the
Board of Trustees to serve as acting prin
cipal of Hampton. The faithfulness with
which he has carried on the work in each
case is a part of the proud record of thi s
school. H e has proved h i s right t o b e called
an able administrator.
He knows Hampton and its problems.
If one will examine Bulletin, 1 923, No. 27,
i ssued by the United States Bureau o f
Education, reading, a t page 1 05 , the com
prehensive summary, by Dr. Phenix, o f
Hampton's growth and special problems, he
will discover that the Board of Trustees has
not called an untried experimenter to a task
which requires accurate knowledge, under
standing of problems, and a statesman's
vision ; but, withal, has called a man who
is a lineal descendant of General Arm
strong.
Finally, he believes in Hampton and its
ideals and may be trusted to uphold them
without apology. His ideals were formed
under Dr. Frissell. Speaking of the latter
he said : "I knew him very well. and witl�
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the exception, perhaps, of my father, I
know of no man who has done more to
shape my i deals." When he stood up to
acknowledge before teachers and students
the honor and responsibility which had
come to him, he declared his devotion to
Hampton in these words : "I do not ask
your loyalty to me in these years that are
before us, but I do ask your loyalty to the
great i deals for which this school has stood
and must stand. I shall try to be loyal to
those i deals mysel f, and i f you are loyal
to them and I am loyal to them, all lesser
loyalties will tak e care of themselves."
S uch i s the man, who, w ith quiet effi
ciency ; demonstrated ability ; Christian
character, patience and kindliness ; and
with courage and vision has been called
to "continue the succession" of those who
laid a great foundation here and made the
name of Hampton known to the uttermost
reaches of the earth. Such is the man
whose quiet work has already brought to
his standards the hosts o f those who have
worked loyally with him, even before this
burden of responsibility and badge o f honor
were given him for his task and for his
reward.
In the same issue of the W orknwn, un
der the caption "Dr. Phenix Honored,"
appears the following :
" I n announcing the appointment of Dr.
George P. Phenix to fill the vacancy cre
ated by the resignation of the previous
principal, Mr. Peabody said, in part, 'We
have asked Dr. Phenix to continue to carry
on in the splendid, earnest, self-sacrific ing
manner in which he has helped us out in
the interim as acting principal.
" 'H ampton has a principal , who, we art
all confident, i s a fitting successor to carry
on the tradition of the men who have made
Hampton what it has been in the past. I
rej oice to have this privilege, as senior
trustee o f making the announcem ent of
.
the satisfactio n and pleasure we have m
electing as Principal George .P. Phenix.'
"In gracious words he recalled with grat
itude the service to the Board of its dis
tingui shed president, Honorable William
Howard Taft, who accepted that office
while President of the United States, and
expressed his regret that Mr. Taft and Dr.
Francis G. Peabody, the senior vice presi
dent, were unable to be present on this
'

occasion. He closed his remarks with the
following words : 'The Board of Trustees
Dr. Phenix, recalling your twenty-fiv�
years of service, have desired also to give
a visible evidence which might mani fest for
,
the future as well as for the present, their
expression o f personal friendship, and I
regard it a great privilege to have the honor
of presenting this cup to you, our friend .
Your friends on the Board of Trustees
would like to have you feel their real
friendship and what they regard as their
great good fortune in having been associ
ated with you for these twenty-five years. '
" D r . Phenix was taken utterly b y sur
prise at the presentation of the beauti ful
gift o f the trustees, in conjunction with the
announcement of his appointment as prin
cipal. We print his words of response, as
taken from the stenographic report, for the
benefit o f those not present at the Arm
strong League meeting.
" 'This evidence of friendliness which
has j ust been presented is as great a sur
prise to me as it could be to any of you.
I f I interpreted correctly the applause
whic�1 followed the announcement of my
appointment to the principalship of this
school, it meant your approval of the action
of the trustees, and I should be much less
than human if that expression did not give
me very, very great satisfaction.
" 'I t may be hard for some of you to
believe, but it is the truth, that the position
to which I have been elected I have never
aspired to. I will tell you why. As Mr.
Peabody has said, I have been at Hampton
twenty-five years. Thirteen o f those years
I was associated with Dr. Frissell. I was
associated very intimately with him, not
only here in the work, but for a number
of summers Dr. and M rs. Frissell and Mrs .
Phenix a n d myself lived in t h e same house
during our vacation in the White Moun
tains. I knew him very well, and with the
exception, perhaps, of my father, I know
of no man who has done more to shape
my i deals. I formed a very lofty concep
tion of what the principal of this school
should be, and my imagination could never
be stretched to the point of believing that
I had those qualifications. I have often
wished that I possessed them.
" 'When the vacancy occurred last sum
mer and I was asked to become acting
principal, I accepted that position with
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grave misgivings, but from my knowledge
o f the school, and my position in it, it
s eemed to me my plain duty to accept, and
had I not, I should have felt that I was
running away from what was evident duty.
" 'We have had a pleasant year so far.
I feel under very great obligation to the
members of the staff and the student-body
for _the way they have cooperated to carry
on the things I hoped they would carry on ;
and it is the spirit that they have shown
during this year which gives me courage
to accept this position that has j ust been
given me, and to believe that we can keep
that up and go on still further in the
months and years that are before us.
" ' I did not come to Hampton f resh from
college. I had had a good many years of
experience before coming here, and having
been here twenty-five years - this is my
twenty-sixth - it is clear that my term of
service as principal of this school must be
brief. With your helrr---t he help of the
staff and the help of the student-body
! hope we can do in those few years some
thing worth while and prepare the way for
the man who w ill come after me, who, I
hope, will be far abler than I to carry on
this great work.
" 'While I cannot aspire to doing the
work that Dr. Frissell did, I can assure
you of this : that in so far as in me lies I
shall try to carry out the policies that were
dear to Dr. Frissell's heart and to carry
them out in the spirit in which he would
have carried them out.

SOME

T. R. P I E RCE ,

'9 8

" 'I do not ask your loyalty to me in these
years that are before us, but I do ask your
loyalty to the great ideals for which this
school has stood and must stand. I shall
try to be loyal to those ideals myself, and
if you are loyal to them and I am loyal to
them, all lesser loyalties will take care o f
themselves. One thing we must watch most
carefully, and that is that we must have
no misunderstandings. As you have heard
me say before, this is no place for griev
ances, and grievances gro'Y out of misun
derstandings. We must understand each
other, and we must live together in a
friendly spirit. If ever there was a place
anywhere where friendliness ought to be
conspicuous, it is right here at Hampton
Institute. As I have told you before, my
office door is always open to any member
of the staff or any student who wants to
talk over any matter however trivial it may
seem. It is only through talking things
over that we can avoid misunderstandings
that sometimes have very serious results.
" 'It is difficult for me to speak here to
night. I have come to love the place and
believe in you and to regard as one o f the
most fortunate days in my life the day
when Dr. Frissell came to me where I was
in Connecticut and asked me if I would
come down to Hampton. They have been
twenty-five rich years, and I hope that the
remaining years of my stay here will be
even richer and better than those that have
gone before.' "

KNOWN

WELL

G.
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On Maine's Sharing in an Unveiling
"A. G. S."

IN

LEWISTON J OURNAL

Mobs gathered around his office and he
Under the above caption, Arthur G. Sta
ples ( ' 'A . G. S . " ) has the following edi removed the press to Alton, Illinois, where
torial comment on the Lovej oy editorial it was seized by a mob and thrown into the
river. Citizens of Alton presented another
which appeared in the last ALU M NUS :
In October at the State University of press to Lovejoy and with this he started
Illinois, the bust o f Elij ah Parish Lovej oy the Alton Observer, and began i ts publica
will be unveiled. That university selected tion in 1 836. S eeing daily yet more clearly
the names of six great j ournalists and ed his duty and undismayed by threat or mob,
itors to be placed in niches in its college he became an advanced abolitionist-one o f
halls. Lo ! The name o f Elij ah Lovejoy the first i n America. Alone he started an
anti-slavery association in Illinois.
By
leads all the rest.
And Elij ah Lovej oy was born in that voice and pen he preached against slavery.
little town of Albion, Maine, at the termi
The direct result was a visit from a mob,
nal of the tiny narrow gauge railroad from that invaded his office and again wrecked
Wiscasset up through the picturesque re his press. A third press was bought only
gions of the Sheepscot into that quaint an<l to be destroyed on its arrival. A fourth
quiet little village under whose apple trees press was bought and put in a ware
we rested in the shade one day last August house under guard of twenty citizens, fully
as duly recorded in an "Adventure on armed.
Balloon Tires." And Elijah Lovej oy was
The night of Nov. 7, 1 837, brought the
graduated at Waterville College, now crisis. A party of forty armed men ad
Colby, in I 826 and from Princetdn Theo vanced on the warehouse where the press
logical Seminary in 1 833.
was stored. They attacked it in full force.
Colby College will send representatives The defenders warned them not to ad
to the unveiling. But what a singular thing vance. They came on resolutely ; one of
-what a commentary that the State of his them was shot. Undismayed the assailants
birth and of his education should know so kept on and started to set fire to the ware
little of his li fe. The town of Albion house. Lovejoy who was in the warehouse
should haYe a tablet or a monument to him with the press and the men, stepped out o f
and should never be mentioned except as the building either t o shoot or t o warn the
the birthplace of the Martyr-the first mar attackers away. A shot rang out ; Lovejoy
tyr of the anti-slavery movement.
fell mortally wounded and the garrison sur
An editorial in the C O LB Y ALUM N US rendered. The press was destroyed and
mentions the coming memorial to Lovej oy the Alton Observer was at an end.
in an editorial entitled "Into His Own" and
Although this was 24 years before Sum
it is so apropos that we publish it entire.
ter,
the North was aroused. Heroes sprang
( Reprint omitted. )
from
the seed of this martyr. It cemented
Additional to this certain other facts are
anti-slavery
party as nothing else.
the
perhaps of interest to Maine folk. Lovej oy
That
murder
of
Lovej
oy was the costliest
was by nature an editor-not a preacher ;
thing
the
slavery
party
of the South ever
or rather he took the press for a pulpit.
did.
William
Lloyd
Garrison
wrote "The
His first position was that of editor of
Alton
Tragedy"
that
stirred
the
Nation. A
the St. Louis Observer, an influential Pres.!
book
was
written
on
it
by
one
of
the par
byterian newspaper. At first he was not a
ticipants
in
the
defence
of
the
warehouse
"zealot," so to speak, in anti-slavery agi
tation . The region was pro-slavery and his where Lovejoy was killed.
And so, in the archives of j ournalism,
paper was conservative. As time went on
he began to insert comments in the edi the name of Elijah Lovejoy has a sacred
torial that evinced a moderate opposition place. He died in defense of the right to
to slavery. Finally, one day, they burned speak openly of public issues.
·
So Maine again has a place in historya n�gro murderer at the stake and he wrote
an editorial that aroused the wrath of the and in 1 937, Maine should make mention o f
the hero and the martyr i n fitting manner.
pro-slavery element.
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Comment on the Alumnus
EDITOR, LEWISTON J OURNAL

One pleasant clay last summer we en
gaged in a debate on the steps of the post
office of a tiny Maine summer resort, with
the l earned professor of a Maine college.
We had a good subj ect-proposed by the
pro fessor. We had plenty o f time. We
took it.
H ere was the dictum of our
l earned fr iend.
The College Quarterly
should not be a medium for any boosting
of the college. I t should appeal to its read
ers only by its learning and culture in gen
eral . It should be impersonal . That appeal
should be as the bloom on the peach-or
the " peach ." The professor who w a s tak
ing it easy on "sabbatical," and drawing the
customary salary we assume would not
have any suggestion of money, traditional
glory suggested amid its worthy pages.
Very good. As we say, we took all the
time we needed ; the debate ended where
i t began. We rather thought that a "Col
lege Quarterly" from Anabasis College
ought to say a good word for Old Anaba
sis. S ame w ith Old S iwash.
Apart from the unsettled element of that
debate, we express the opinion that leaving
that feature aside, the "COLBY ALUM NUS,''
second quarter 1 929-30, is a very good col
lege product.
A dmitting the virtues o f the purely lit
erary magazine, edited on the campus, o f
any college, there i s a field for t h e "ALUM 
N US'' devoted strictly to the college insti
tution itself, its graduates, undergraduates
and its general wel fare. Such is the COLBY
A LUM NUS.
An interesting feature o f the COLBY
ALU M NUS is a series o f short answers to
the question asked o f alumni, "What : I f

J were t o go through college again ?"

An
swered by men who are ten years out, the
commonest reply is "Try harder to learn
to write tersely and well and to be able to
speak well to any audience." Again and
again one reads the words, "I should seek
to be able to speak extemporaneously on
varied subj ects." "I should never again
·shun speaking and debating." "I should
want to take every hour of public speaking
and debating that I could get. " This seems
to be worth almost the fi fty cents that is
charged for the ALUMNUS.
Whoever w rites the editorials o f the
ALU M N US has a gift o f expression and a
fine enthusiasm. State Librarian Dunnack
writes a liberal-minded essay, full of high
thinking, on "The Idols of an Unfurnished
Mind." There are worse things than an
"un furnished" mind. So much better than
a mind furnished with bad taste and gim
crack furniture. Often the pieces are so
bulky that they may never be put out of
the house-the doorways are too narrow.
So they remain and clutter up the mind ;
and get musty and moth-eaten .
The unfurnished mind may be furnished
-and yet, as Mr. Dunnack suggests, not
with ideas, but with the furniture of eternal
beauty, grace and faith .
President Johnson's recent speech on the
j un ior colleges, recently published in the
Lewiston Evening Journal, is republished
in this issue of the COLBY ALUM NUS.
Henry Merrill's Class Thirteen receives a
merited recognition. I t is a wide-awake,
attractive publication and greatly assists the
college to a proper place among our Maine
Colleges.

Class Reunions
This Commenc ement will see the re
unions of the "Five and Ten" classes. A
half century o f Colby classes, from 1 875
to 1 92 5 , have signified their intention of
holding some sort of reunion on Saturday
evening, June 1 4. The names of the per
sons who are in charge of these reunions
are as follow s :
1 875-Edw ard J. Colcord
1 880-Arthur M. Thomas

1 885-Rev. Fred A. Snow
1 890-Jeremiah E . Burke
1 895-Walter L. Gray
1900---F red F. Lawrence
1 905-Glenn W. S tarkey
1 9 1 0-Alton D. Blake
1 9 1 5-Carl B. Lord
1 920-John F. Choate
1925-Russell A. Squire
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The Death of Morgan, ' 15
THE EDITOR
In order that the report of an event o f
much historical interest may find perma
nent place in the depository of the College,
the AL U M Nus reproduces here the news
story of the death of Murray Alexander
Morgan, ' I S , first of Colby's sons, and pos
sibly first of New England college men, to
give his l i fe in the Great War. The report
appeared in the Waterville Morning Sen
tinel , in its issue of June I 7, I 9 I 7, as
follows :
Murray Alexander Morgan, a former
student of Colby College, has been killed
in action in France. The news o f his death
reached \Vaterville yesterday in a letter
from his parents to President Roberts o f
the college. The letter is a s follows :
Millinocket, Maine,
June I 6, I 9 I 6.
President A. J. Roberts,
Waterville, Maine.
Dear Sir :
The members o f the family of Mur
ray Morgan, who . attended your col
lege, wish to let you know that he was
killed in action while fighting in the
European war, some time between the
second and fourth of June, while fight
ing in the battle of Verdun on Dead
Man's Hill. Would you kindly noti fy
the D. U. fraternity of which he was
a member ?
S incerely yours,
MR. AND MRS. s. MORGAN .
BORN I N HARTLAND, N. B .
Murray Morgan was born in Hartland,
N. B., April 2, I 889. He was the son of
Solomon and Minnie Morgan, now of Mil
linocket. Murray was educated in the pub
lic schools of M illinocket and a fter gradu
ating from the high school there entered
the mills of the Great Northern Paper
Company where he remained for two and
a half years. He was ambitious and deter
mined to secure a college education. \Vith
that purpose in view he entered Colby in
the class of 1 9 1 5 and r emained as a mem
ber of the class until a little more than a
year ago when he went to Canada and en-

listed in the 5th C ompany .o f the r I th. �� 
serve Battalion o f the Princess Patnc1a s
Canadian Light Infantry, an organizat ion
frequently mentioned in the war news for
the bravery it has displayed during the hard
fighting in France and Flanders . As a col
lege student, M r. Morgan became a mem
ber of the Delta Upsilon fraternity and
was also a member of the Epicureans.
He possessed marked musical ability and
played the trombone in the Waterville M ili
tary Band, in the college band and orches
tra and in other musical organizations in
th e state. He was for a time leader of the
college· organizations in which he played.
WROTE OF EXPERIENCES

Many friends of the young man in this
city followed his career as a soldier with
much interest. He wrote to Captain Har
old L. Pepper and to other friends in W a
terville, many graphic accounts o f his
experiences in the trenches and on the
firing line. Some of his letters printed in
the Sentinel compared not un favorably
with the work of the pro fessional news
paper correspondents. A few weeks ago,
it was known that he was in London and
it was understood here that he had pros
pects of obtaining a commission.
M r. Morgan's parents evidently under
stand that he lost his l i fe in the fierce fight
ing around Verdun, but the war news o f
the past month would seem to indicate that
his death occurred at a point somewhere
near Ypres. It has been reported that the
Ca � adian troops were hotly engaged in that
region.
RESOLUTIONS

The news o f the death of this Colby sol
dier spread rapidly among the student body
and there were general expressions of re
gret, his former associates at the college
recalling the young man's many lovable
qualities. The college chapter of the Delta
Upsilon fraternity was called together in
the afternoon and the following resolutions
were adopted :
"Chapter Hall o f Delta Upsilon.
" \Vhereas it hath pleased God in his
infinite wisdom to take from this l i fe our
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beloved brother, Murray Alexander Mor
gan, ex-' 1 5 ,
"And whereas our brother died honor
ably, serving his King and Country at Ver
dun,
" B e it resolved, that we, the Colby Chap�
ter of Delta Upsilon, cause these resolu
tions to be drawn up, a copy spread on the

chapter records, a copy sent to his parents,
and a copy publi shed in the Waterville
Morning Sentinel.
"SCOTT DANA S TAPLES ' 1 6
"JO H N HUGH CRAWFORD ' 1 6
"\IVl NTHROP LAMBERT WEBB ' 1 7
"CLAUDE ARCHER LA B ELLE ' 1 7
" For the Chapter."

With Mr. Taft on His Maine Tour
BY T H E EDITOR
Back in March , 1 9 1 7, when the entrance
of our country into the Great War was
inevitable, I conceived the idea of bringing
into M aine for a series of public addresses
former President William Howard Taft, at
that time professor in the Yale Law S chool.
- I had heard Mr. Taft speak on the general
state of national affairs in February of that
year, and what he said then was exactly the
sort o f thing that a people facing war most
needed. There immediately followed the
usual amount of correspondence and inter
viewing necessary to enter into contract
I

•

with Mr. Taft and with a half dozen organ
izations willing to aid in s ponsoring his
appearanc e in three northern Maine towns.
The consecuti ve dates o f May 1 6, 17 and
18 were at last set apart for the trip.

I t had fallen to my lot to handle speak
ing engagements for a number of our dis
tinguished public men, and the lesson had
been very early and very thoroughly learned
that to have the fullest measure of success
and the maximum of pleasure from such
engagements it is necessary to make some
thing of a study of the idiosyncrasies and
habits of the speakers. Public speaking is
a
profession that exacts heavy demands
from the average member of it. - It is a
simple matter for a speaker to fall into
the fatal error of becoming indifferent to
people and to opportunities, and of devel
oping a petulance that baffles and estranges
well meaning folk. Avoidance of this is
largely possible by removing all causes of
it. I f the speaker is to be kept in a happy
frame of mind, nothing in the arrangement
of his appearance can be left to chance.
Failure at one time in my experience to
provide a pitcher of water for a very thirsty
speaker forced postponement of the speak
er's appearance for a full hal f hour or until
the liquid had been provided. In the case
of Mr. Taft I realized that companionship
with him for three full days meant extra
care in the way of preparation.
It was necessary, in the first place, to
arrange a com fortable time schedule, hour
by hour, for the three days, and to deter
mine when transpo rtation should be by
train or by automobile. In the next place,
at what hotel or in what private h ome he
was to be entertained was matter for much
concern. And the best j udgment possible
was required in making selection of those
who should be called upon to introduce
him to his audiences. Experience long ago
taught me that these presiding functionaries
are to be reckoned with. While I did not
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"Do you think," I inquired, "that we are
then know how meticulous Mr. Taft might
be, I had unmistakable presentiment that in for a long war ?"
The answer was quick and it was em
some of the first questions he would ask
phati
c:
me would relate to the section of the State
in which he was to speak. Fortunately
"No question about it. " Then h e added,
I knew this northern region pretty thor a fter a pause, "I believe we would have
oughly, but nevertheless I brushed up on been in it long ago had the nation been pre
my knowledge of it,-geographically, ra pared to fight. We were not ready-are
cially, and agriculturally. As Aroostook not ready, and will not be ready for a long
County, which embraces all of this north time to come. It takes time to get an army
ern region, is famous as a great potato trained."
country, the humble "spud," as it is there
The idea o f lack o f preparedness he fur
almost universally ca11ed, came in for most ther discussed in vigorous fashion, pointing
careful study-its raising and selling, acre out from time to time some lost opportuni
age, amount and kind of fertilizer used, and ties ; but he called special attention to the
so on .
fact that delay in declaring war had been
The arrangements called for me to board due in large measure to the indifference o f
the early morning train out o f' Waterville the people. They felt that they were 3 ,000
on the 1 7th that I might be with Mr. Taft miles away from the scene o f stri fe, and
on the first lap o f his 250-mile j ourney there fore sa fe. The country had not be
northward. His first address was sched fore been ready for a declaration of na
uled for 2 o'clock that aiternoon in the tional purpose. It was not to be his inten
town of Presque Isle. By 8 o'clock in the tion on this speaking trip, he plainly inti
morning Mr. Taft was inquiri n g for me mated, to criticise Mr. Wilson, for he was
and I at once went to his drawing-room. not campaigning for public office, but rather
"Ready for orders !" he vigorously an in behal f of a nation that needed to get a
nounced as his word of morning greeting. clear notion o f what the war was about and
On that bright spring morning he was what stakes were at issue. Mr. Taft was
the picture of robust health. I was at once too much of an American to put personal
impressed with the fact that even though ities and politics above national peril and
Dr. Charles E. Barker had been able during need.
the Taft Administration to reduce the
Having settled in a general way u pon the
weight of the President about 100 pounds, character of the address, he made a few
the drawing-room was none too large for notations and then casually asked about the
the Mr. Taft that was left. He was full ' people in this part o f the State. The hour
of animation, eager to be at the task ahead for my examination had struck ! My ready
o f him, and bubbling over with good cheer. answers evidently encouraged him to ask
\Ve at once ran over the three-day sched more, and for the better part of a hal f hour
ule, discussed places of entertainment, list it was a matter of give-and-take. I never
o f presiding officers, length of addresses, before so thoroughly enj oyed an examina
and the nature of the subj ect matter of his tion. And Mr. Taft seemed to get as much
addresses . The last topic he was anxious enjoyment from it as I did. My quick and
to discuss. I f the reader will recall j ust rather positive replies amused him, and I
what was happening in our country in May, had a feeling that he knew well enough
1 9 1 7 , he will quickly understand how very that, like some o f his youth in the Yale
i mportant would be the addresses of a for Law School, I had been "cramming" for
mer President of the United States. What the occasion. Would it do, he concluded,
he would say far up near the Canadian for him to mention this man or that, this
borders would be heralded the world over. or that topic ?
"You can freely discuss almost any sub
It was my own feeling that he needed to
sound the call to arms. The fact that we j ect up here among these prosperous farm
were largely an agricultural people and ers, except one," I replied.
"And that ?" he shot back in some sur
widely scattered was emphasized. Mr.
Ta ft felt that, provided we could have the prise.
"Canadian Reciprocity," I boldly chal
crowds, he was ready to pre.sent to them
lenged.
the real need o f th e hour.
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That elicited the famous Taft chuckle. a stop, we gazed out of the car windows
But my warning against any mention of a upon an applauding multitude of Maine
policy which he once championed to the people numbering upwards of 1 0,000 , a
utter disapproval o f every Aroostook potato crowd that packed the station platform
grower did not prevent him later on from and the entire public square, and whose
mentioning this dialogue in one of his pub ' lusty cheers at the appearance of Mr. Taft
lic addresses, a recital of which, somewhat completely drowned the martial music of
embellished for the occasion, brought forth the band.
loud laughter. Nothing could be told that
"Well ! Well !" excla imed Mr. Ta ft, with
was more characteristic of the finer quali face glowing with excitement, "We are evi
ties of this great American. It pl�inly in dently all here !"
formed th� people that they were listening
And a moment later he had literally to
to a man who was not ashamed of any be pushed and pulled through the great
policy he had ever advocated for the good crowd that bore down upon him to a wait
of a people.
ing automobile which presently was to swing
As we neared the first stopping-place I into position in a line of march through the
became more and more fearful of the size principal streets of the town.
of the crowds that might greet the distin
There was no more doubt about the in
gui shed visitor. It was a hazardous ven terest which the people had in Mr. Taft's
ture to bring any man into a farm section presence and all that it meant. - Crowds
of Maine in mid-May when every farmer numbering into thousands turned out at
would be giving his personal attention to every stop. Bands of music, reception com
preparation for the great potato crop. Let mittees, parades, flag-raisings, marching
ters from my files now before me clearly school children, and packed auditoriums
indicate j ust how great appeared the risk contributed to the remarkable success of
to the members of the various Safety Com the three days' tour. Into each and all of
mittees. It was foolhardy, they wrote vig the events the ex-president entered in most
ously, to expect people to greet even an gracious fashion. Nothing of an untoward
ex-president at such a season and in the nature disturbed him in the least. Every
thing pleased him. There was nothing fini
cally scrupulous about William Howard
Taft. In many ways the unusual interest
displayed by the people was their tribute
o f love to one whose cordial handshake,
beaming smile, and eloquent speech bespoke
the ideal American. From the first to the
last, his addresses aroused the people to a
high degree of enthusiasm. He stated the
facts as they were. In one of his stirring
addresses, · he said :
"\Vhat is the i ssue ? You can well tell
what the issue is if you ask yoursel f what
A L O N G T H E C O LLEGE WALK
would happen if William of Hohenzollen
and
Charles of Hapsburg were to abdicate in
we
here
And
!
day
the
of
hours
working
were about to l ea rn whether the Maine favor of a republican form o f government.
farmer was more interested in personal You know we would have peace within
than in public matters, in potatoes than in two weeks. You know it and I know it.
war. Mr. Taft entertained like fears. Nor vVe do not seek to dictate in the internal
did he help out my own feelings one whit affairs of those governments, but we know
by assuring me in a facetious manner that, that as long as the present system is in
'
basing his j udgme nt upon the "returns force, permanent peace, and that is what
from my previous exam ination," he would we are fighting for, cannot be inaugurated
trust me to know whether he would be in this world."
Those who have ever heard Mr. Taft
greeted by roo or r ,ooo people.
know what i s his style. Informa1,
speak
my
The reader can but faintly imagine
at first, a pointed story preconci1iatory
to
came
train
the
as
when,
f
sense of relie
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ceded by the inimitable chuckle that con
vulsed audiences, then evidence of increas
ing earnestness, a clear setting forth of his
subj ect, overwhelming argument, and a
ringing appeal, based on the highest mo
t ive, that le ft lasting impressions.
"I wish you would sit with me on the
platform," he had requested, "and keep me
informed as to time. If it is a matter o f
catching a train, give m e about three mi�
utes' warning by tugging my coat-tail. And
I wish," he warned, "that you would keep
track o f these notes."
Only on the occasion of his first speech
was it necessary to sound any warning, and
then it was not necessary to "tug" his coat
tail. A whispered word, and no second
warning was required. He promptly and
effectively closed his address, slipped into
h is coat, made his way rapidly through the
cheering crowds, and was on his train with
time to spare. As for the "notes," he car
ried about with him a bit of paper not over
two inches square on which were written
a hal f dozen words.
He car.ried this paper
in his vest pocket and during his address
left it, undisturbed, on the speaker's stand.
That it was precious in his eyes he had
solemnly warned me, and it was therefore
rescued a fter each address and returned to
him before the next one. That Mr. Taft was greatly interested in
people and their affairs there could be no
doubt. He was constantly asking questions
about them. Who is he ? What does he
do for a living ? What of his family ? vVho
i s his w i fe ? Are they well thought o f ?
\\That are the opportunities for the young
people ? Who are the leading lawyers ?
Where were they trained ? Do they make
a good living ? How do people regard your
Governor ? That his almost constant ques
tioning was not in vain was disclosed again
and again in his addresses. When he
touched upon agricultural conditions, he
made free use of basic facts he had gleaned.
As for the names of local and state o ffi
cials, he could bandy them about in a fash
ion that made him like one of the family.
" Potatoes are a very important element
o f our food supply," he said in one ad
dress, "but we have to be subjected to some
exigency like the present to appreciate their
relation to the general welfare in a time o f
stress. And, a s I say, it increases the im
portance o f Aroostook county when there

is a drain upon the food supply of the coun
try to know how much this g � eat and fer
tile section of the S tate contnb utes to re
lieve the scarcit y. There are some of us,
in view of the flesh produc ing qualitie s of
the potato, that can get along very well
without this peculia r produc t of our coun
ty, but we are not all similar ly situated ."
( Laught er. )
A visit to the town o f Houlton , the shire
town, marked the second stop. Three ad
dresses were here expected. On the eve
ning of the seventeen th, the publi c address
was to be given, and on the next forenoon
came an address before the school children,
and an address in the public square at a
flag-raising. The quick adju stment which
Mr. Ta ft made to each occasion was most
noticeable. \Vhen he talked to the children,
he talked as a father would talk. He de
sired them to understand what he was say
ing, and no one needed aught but the fre
quent applause to be told whether they un
derstood him. His exceeding great gentle
ness of speech and his simple homely truths
about love of country and of home, coupled
with the element of humor that was so
characteristic o f him, went straight home
to the hearts of the little folk . At the
public flag-raising, the great out-o f-doors
seemed to give range and sweep to his
thought and his power, and his solemn
warnings rang out and into the hearts o f
five thousand people. When i n evening
clothes before a great audience that listened
in great tenseness to all that he said o f
danger and of war, he was in every sense
of the word the distinguished ex-president
o f the United States.
But a great man's character is not always
best j udged by what the public may see o f
him when he i s the cynosure o f all eyes ;
his conduct and his speech and his confi
dences, when entirely off-guard, are often
the surer bases for j udgment.
In Houlton Mr. Taft was entertained at
the home of Judge and M rs. Frederick A .
Powers, prominent members of a n old
Maine family. Quite naturally, Mrs . Pow
ers had taken especial pains to entertain the
famous man in most befitting manner. The
dinner, break fast, and lunch which she
served were most delightful affairs, and
they were served in the most approved
style. As the evening meal progressed the
idea was borne in upon me that if many
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more courses were to be served it would
be necessary to delay the time o f the eve
ning address by at least one hour. Mr.
Taft fully understood my perturbation,
mild as that term now seems, for we had
discussed the subj ect o f time j ust before
entering the dining-room. Now he gazed
across the table at me, and the look in his
eye seemed to say :
''Well, young man, you are, I can very
clearly see; getting very much excited.
Time is flying. Which shall it be, bee f
steak or cold tongue ?"
It was impossible to divine whether he
expected me in some magical way to ter
minate further serving of courses, or to
speak forth in most peremptory fashion, or
simply to let the good people wait. The
good cheer that he radiated made me hesi
tate to offer any form of interruption. An
urgent telephone call warned me most sol
emnly that automobiles were in waiting and
that the crowds were assembling ! N eigh
bors evi dently knew well the delightful hos
pitality which the Powers's dispensed, but
they did not know how thoroughly Mr.
Taft was enj oying it. The situation was
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becoming desperate. When I returned to
the table, more disturbed than ever, all ac
count of the care fully arranged silver by
my plate had been lost, and the next course
found me without the necessary eating
utensils. For a time my state was pathetic
if not tragic, made more so by the fact that
the speaker for the evening, who was de
riving immense pleasu re from his food, was
the only one to observe my predicament.
The unhappy situation seemed to offer a
real challenge for something heroic ; it em
boldened me to say that the hour for our
departure for the hall had unhappily ar
rived !

That misery loves its own dear company
is only incidental to the sequel of the inci
dent. At a protracted lunch on the · next
day Mr. Ta ft found himself in exactly the
same predicament as was his erstwhile
manager the night before. This circum
stance gave me immense satisfaction. But
it permitted me a moment later to observe
anew how much more easily, and withal
gracefully, distinguished people can extri
cate themselves from difficulties than can
plain ordinary folk. Mr. Taft suddenly
looked up with an expression of marked
surprise on his face, placed both hands on
the edge of the table, and in a voice that
was far from an aside said :
" M adam Powers, when I left home, Mrs.
Ta ft sai d to me, 'Will, keep careful reckon
ing of your knives, and forks, and spoons ;
you know your failing.' Now, I have tried
to follow her advice, but-" and here en
tered the chuckle that sent the gay company
into laughter,-"here I am-shy a fork !"
On the afternoon of the 1 8th we were
due in the neighboring town of Fort Fair
field, some 50 miles north, at 4 o'clock. The
arrangements called for railroad transpor
tation, but, in an unguarded moment other
counsel prevailed, supported by an earnestly
expressed desire of M r. Taft ; they wanted
to travel by automobile in order to get away
from the stuffy railroad cars and to see
something of the country. I knew what
the May roads w ere like. I knew, too, that
when they told me they were passable
they were but speaking euph emistica1 ly. I
thought I knew, too, how much baggage
was being carried in one car !
The trip began auspiciously but at what
I thought too fast speed.
"Not so fast," the driver was cautioned.
"You are shaking us up."
" No ! No !" exclaimed Mr. 'raft who was
bouncing about on the rear seat. ''Keep
it up, keep it up ! I f you don't mind the
jouncing, I don't. I need it ! By the way,"
he observed, " do you think they serve meals
like that every day ?"
When in formed that possibly a dozen or
more courses had been added for his espe
cial benefit, he rejoined :
" Most delightful people ! Wonderful
food ! But for a man who is expected to
produce a speech every time someone pulls
a flag-rope, I think it is j ust as well that
we move on ! That dinner last night was
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a little too heavy f o r even a man o f my
small dimensions !"
My worst fears about the ' ' passable"
Blow
roads were complete ly realized.
outs, mud-holes, and engine trouble necessi
tated the use of four different machines
before we reached our destination, an hour
and more late. It was a harrowing experi
ence, for the committees were depending
upon me to produce the speaker on the
minute, and excuses, even when charged
up against local roads, were not in order.
But nothing, absolutely nothing, seemed to
disturb Mr. Taft. Every mishap was treat
ed strictly on its merits, and when over was
prompt ly forgotten. The chauffeur had an
odd name, and this gave Mr. Taft an oppor
tunity to j oke with him a good deal. With
every fiat tire, and there were three o f
them, the back- s eat humorist would inquire
with mock solicitude whether it was on the
wheel on his side of the car. Strangely
enough , no one of them was, and to him
this was absolute proof that he was free
from all blame for the delay that was in
evitable !
On one o f the numerous occasions when
we dropped into a mud-hole and the car
continued to settle, he insisted on getting
out into the mud and taking full charge
o f the work of rescue. A long fence rail
was secured, levered under the rear axle,
and then M r. Ta ft's three hundred pounds
bore steadily down on the other end. The
ease with which the car was lifted from
the depths was likewise convincing proof
to him that while weight in the back seat
of a car had no disastrous effect upon tires,
weight on the end of a fence rail was an
entirely different matter !
But these experiences were as nothing
compared to the one that followed. No
sooner had we arrived than we were told
that the man selected to introduce the
speaker could not serve, and that the com
mittee had, of course subj ect to approval ,
sPlected another. Mr. Taft left the matter '
to me. There was nothing else to do but
approve. I did not, however, then know
what I a fterward learned that the man se
lected was known locally as something of
an "orator/' always a dangerous term, and
that he had been given considerable time
in which to prepare, always a danger signal.
The largest auditorium of the town was
packed to its doors. The chairman was a
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man o f most diminutive stature, and when
the bulky form of Mr. Ta ft appeared on
the platform followed by a man several
sizes smaller, the effect can be more easily
imagined than described. The introductory
remarks that followed proved electric.
They represented the crowning achievement
of the ''orator." Much of what he said
has passed from memory, but the conclud
ing paragraphs can never be effaced :
'' Many years ago," said the chai1=-m an,
"the sacred soil of this old town was
pressed by the sacred foot of James A.
Garfield. ( Applause. ) Not long a fterward ,
James A. Garfield was assassinated. Years
later, the sacred soil of this old town was
pressed by the sacred foot of \i\Tilliarn Mc
Kinley. ( Loud applause. ) Not long after
ward \i\Tilliam M cKinley was assassinated.
To-night, its sacred soil is being pressed by
the sacred foot of \tV illiam Howard Taft.'!
'
( Very loud and long continued applause. )
Then there followed a silence that was
ominous in its meaning. The "orator" had
evidently concluded, but the thought he had
suggested, like that in the "Battle Hymn
of the Republic" went "marching on."
\Vhen the chairman mentioned the assassi
nation o f Garfield it was not difficult to
see the danger in the journey ahead. Mr.
Taft saw it clearly, but he was for the
moment completely absorbed in watching
the movements of the chairman and in
studying out how the chairman was to
avoid the pit he was digging not only for
Mr. Taft but for himsel f. As I watched,
I saw the great form of Mr. Taft begin
to shake with suppressed merriment ; and
when the "orator" arrived at the point o f
his certain assassination, M r . Taft could
stand it no longer and, with utter abandon,
led in the long continued laughter that fol
lowed. It is doubtful if the chairman ever
came to a full knowledge of the oratorical
disaster that overwhelmed him. It required
considerable dexterity on the part of the
speaker to take full advantage of the humor
which the situation presented, and at the
same time to smooth the ruffled spirits o f
t h e chairman. The incident gave Mr. Taft
opportunity to introduce a new change in
his reference to himself as a "dead states
man." He was at last permitted to learn
the potency that lies inherent, and happily
for the most part dormant, in the sacred
soil o f a northern Maine town.
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Early the next morning we boarded the
train for our j ourney back to Waterville.
Mr. Taft was anxious to read the book,
" M r. B rittling Sees It Through," which
had been secured for him after much
searching, and he asked if I would not sit
in the seat facing him that he might have
some relief from people who were curious
always to meet and talk with him. There
was need for th i s precaution. Everybody
on the train found some excuse to walk
through the-- car, and about everyone craved
the opportunity of shaking hands with an
ex-president. While this courtesy could
not well be denied, my presence, as a kind
o f buffer, prevented calls from becoming
visits. All through the travelling hours·,
Mr. Taft read and nodded , but after every
cat-nap he would suddenly come a wake,
and with oratorical voice and much gestur
ing, he would say :
"And the sacred soil of this old town was
once pressed by the sacred foot o f William
Howard Taft. A fter which, according to
precedent, he was assassinated."

R E M O D E L L E D C O B URN H A L L

He never forgot this incident. A letter
from him at the time he was appointed to
the position o f Chief Justice made mention
of his delayed assassination .
Toward the end o f the long ride the book
was put aside and Mr. Taft fell to discuss
ing public questions. The moment offered
me the o pportunity to tell him what I vain
gloriously desired him to know that the
fellow who was now managing his Maine

speaking trip was probably the first man in
Maine to express through the press that
M r. Taft should be the Republican candi
date for the presidency. He showed most
unusual interest in the fact, and asked me
many questions concerning the matter. This
conversation led him to relate in detail how
he happened to be urged to run for office,
how his nomination came about, and a good
many events that happened during his pres
idency. I remember with what satisfaction
he spoke of what he c�lled his "discovery"
of Admiral Sims, for whom he held the
highest possible regard.
In mentioning casually the fact that many
of his friends keenly regretted the course
-taken by Colonel Roosevelt, it was far from
my intention to bring up for discussion the
unhappy incident of the Taft-Roosevelt
break. But it was at once apparent that
he wanted to talk about it. I do not think
that that hour will ever be forgotten ; it
made a most profound impression upon me.
As he frankly discussed his relations with
Colonel Roosevelt, my admiration for Mr.
Taft, always great, grew more and more
profound. He was revealing himself to
me in a way that I had never seen him, or
knew him, before. It may not be that in
what follows anything new will be re
ported, but it may give additional evidence
of what many people have hoped might be
true.
He told of his early acquaintance with
Colonel Roosevelt, how they had been
drawn together through the medium of
political office in N ew York, and how, with
in a very short time, they had come to be
the closest of friends. He spoke unre
servedly of the love he held for him, and
could not sufficiently express the measure
of his gratitude for all that his former chief
had done for him. Then he sketched h is
own experience while in the Whi te House,
and pointed out the difference in the way
he and Colonel Roosevelt handled men and
measures. He said that he knew well
enough that there was bound to be a re
action when he came into office, but h e felt
he should go on about his business and do
his level best for his country. He therefore
undertook, with some obvious handicaps, to
develop his own policies.
All seemed to go well until a fter Colon el
Roosevelt's return from Africa. It was
then that Colonel Roosevelt seemed to evi-
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dence resentment at Mr. Ta ft's attempt to
establish himsel f as a real president and
not a president by proxy. He could not
understand why the " President," as he
called him, took the position he did, for his
high r egard for his former chief had never
changed in the slightest. He was com
pletely baffled and mystified by it all. Noth
i ng that he did seemed to satis fy Colonel
Roosevelt, who soon began openly to speak
against the administration, and then the
final break came. What followed is history,
and yet the conversation to which I was
now listening contained facts nowhere re
corded.
"I suppose," said M r. Taft slowly, "that
the rank and file of people have an idea that
I hold for President Roosevelt nothing but
bitterness in my heart. Naturally enough,
perhaps, events would lead them to think
so. But i t i sn't true. It would probably
surprise people to know that I have nothing
but affectionate regard for him. He is, in
every sense of the word, a great American,
and he i s, I hope, still my friend."
So intimate and ingenuous had grown the
remarks by M r. Taft that it then struck me
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as most unusual that he should be speaking
to another in j ust this fashion on a subj ect
that must h a ve been extremely pain ful for
him to recall. But in the years that have
elapsed since that memorable hour the
thought has o ften come to me that he was
not so much talking to any individual as
he was thinking aloud his own personal
thoughts. He was speaking in a w ist ful
voice on that spring a fternoon to qu�stion
ing millions of Americans of one whom he
loved but had lost for a while.
Three delight ful days in the constant
company of William Howard Taft, with
opportunity to see him i n many situations
that would test the tact and good nature
and j udgment of men, have left with me the
very definite impression that he was an
ideal American citizen, of mind clean, o f
j udgment wise, o f character unimpeachable.
That he lived long enough a fter the event
ful experience of I 9 I 2 , when he was so
misunderstood by the people he had so
long and so faithfully served, to have j ust
appraisement placed upon his worth, is a
circumstance that gives deepest satisfaction
to those who came to know him best.

Candidates for Alumni Trustees
SECRETARY ALU M N I AssoCIATION

April

2 I , I 930.

To the M embers of the Alumni Associ
ation :
The Committee to nominate alumni trus
tees-Leon C. Staples, I 903, Chairman
has placed in nomination the following four
men, two of whom are now by your ballots
to be elected trustees o f the college for a
term o f five years ending June 30, I 935 :
Hugh Dean McLellan, Class 0f I 895 .
Born, Belfast, Maine, September I O,
I 876. A.B., Colby, I 895 ; LL.B . , Co
lumbia University, I 902. Principal o f
High School, Bel fast, Maine, I 897-99 ;
Evening High School , Brooklyn, N . Y . ,
1 89g- 1 902 .
Lawyer, Boston, Mass.,
since 1 9Q2 . Senior member o f firm of
M cLellan, B rickley & Sears, r o Tre
mont Street, Boston.
Colin Henry Dascombe, Class of 1 899.
Born, Wilton, Maine, August 3 , 1 878 .
A . B . , Colby, 1 8q9. Merchant, Wilton,
Maine 1 899- 1 9 1 4. Manu facturer, Plain-

field, N. J., since 1 9 1 4· Vice President
and Secretary of Jersey Silk Mills,
Inc., 200 Madison Avenue, N ew York.
Residence, 830 Belvidere Avenue,
Plainfield, N . J.
Wil ford Gore Chapman, Class o f 1 9 1 2.
Born, Portland, Maine, July 24, 1 890.
A.B., Colby, 1 9 1 2 . Lawyer, Portland,
Maine 1 9 1 6 to date with exception of
service in United States Army, 1 9 1 719.
Recorder o f Portland Municipal
Court, 1 92 5-27. Member of firm o f
Chapman and Chapman, Attorneys and
Counsellors at Law, Masonic Building,
Portland, Maine.
Arthur Harvey Knight, Class o f 1 9 1 4.
Born, South Eliot, Maine, January 1 9 ,
1 892 . A.B., Colby, 1 9 1 4 ; LL. B . , Bos
ton University , 1 9 I 7. Teacher, Hallo
well, Maine, I 9 I 4- I S . U. S. N. R. F.,
1 9 1 7- I 9 , Lieut. (J. G. ) ; Lawyer since
1 9 1 9.
Member of firm of Scamme l,
Knight & Reese, Mechani cs National
Bank Building, Trenton , N. J .
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A Memorial Elegy
EDWARD JOH N COLCORD, LITT.D., '75
Now the l o ng w i n t e r o f t h e w o r l d i s o'er,
V e i l i n g t h e skies w i t h s torm, t h e hil l s w i th
death,
The pal l i d fields have l eapt to l i f e once more
Beneath the warm· south wind's reviving breath.
Here for a day mid vernal leaf and bloom,
Fai r as the hopes that crown her prosperous
yea rs,
,
Our country l i ngers to recall the gloom
That chil led her own long winter time of
tears :Lingers with flowers tenderly to bend
Above the ear th where sl eeps the nation's dust,
T o speak the name revered o f martyred f riend
A n d breathe anew the nation's faith and trust.
And Nature here perhaps has led the way
Kind Nature f rom whose loving fingers come
These f resh fair garlands for this sacred day
To deck the sod above each hero's tomb.
Perchance today this Mother Na tu re pours,
Amid the bloomy promise of the year,
Her so rrows o'er the l eaflets and the flowers
The winter's icy blasts left brown and sere.
Great Nature too a holy truth displays
I n that full life that flows f rom her dead leaves :
From these her chi ldren lost in other days
A l o ftier floral grace her form receives.
Such is the upward patlHvay eyerywhere,
Li f e out of death, f rom loss a greater gai1 1 ;
We climb l ike corals up to l ight and air
On graves o f sainted heroes time has slain.
So f ro m the dust o f these devoted ones
Our country rose with more than strength of
youth,
These priceless l ives, the gift o f loyal sons,
Shal l flower forever i n her larger truth.
Oh sacred flame serene i n days o f fear,
Still shining true when falls the night of s trife,
The love o f men who hold their land more dear
Than all the all urements o f this glorious li fe.
The country that can boast in nobl e pride
Heroic dead that gave to her the ir all,

Through all her storied years what shocks be tide,
M ay doubt and tremble but shall never fall.
Dark was the hour when forth f rom field and
town,
They swiftly marshalled at the nation's need :
Eager the prayers that blessed them tr ooping down
To thrill the world with many a daring deed.
Over the plains and southland fields a far,
Like swelling tides the ranks o f foemen came ;
And everywhere were cruel shapes of war
And f renzied hosts that met in smoke and flame.
The secrets o f those years
The direful wrongs that
The countless tragedies of
The scarred great souls
may read.

we n e ' er shall know ;
histories never heed ;
human woe,
whose agonies none

How dying lips on red fiel ds prayed to Him
Who rules the worlds, and pale hands groped
in pain ;
How mother voices plead in starlights dim
That these dear l ives might not be lost in vain.
For always home love felt the weight o f care
And tear-dimmed eyes watched through the
lonely night ;
Always brave hearts concealed thei r own despair,
Cheerful for those who saw no hope of light.
Yet fai th exulted in these darkest years
To find men still o f old heroic make,
Who faced pale death, triumphant over fears,
And mindful only of the truth at stake.
Nor
A
See
A

did they fall in vain ; see where they fought
nation standing firmer than o f old ;
slowly rising f rom the ruin wrought
country's frame of stronger, nobler mol d.

The battle scars have faded f rom each field
Where once the shot and shell heaved up the
plain ;
Within the nation's heart the wou nds have healed
Where pride and passion held th e i r hated reign.
The foes o f years today clasp hands above
The nation's de'1d, and o'er the holy sod
In mutual sorrow teach their hearts to love
The soil forever sanctified with blood.

Among the Graduates
HERBERT CARLYLE LI BBY, LITT.D., '02
Dr. Lawrence E. Gurney, who received
his A . B . degree from Colby College in 1 899,
is a member o f the faculty o f the Univer
sity of Southern Californ ia, which institu-

tion celebrates its 5oth anniversary this
year. Dr. Gurney, a member of the math
ematics department, has been at S. C. since
1 928. He was formerly affiliated with the
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L. Hall, 93 , editor o f the Bangor
Daily Com m ercial, was the speaker at the
Men's Forum at the Piscataquis Club a t
Dover-Foxcroft , recently, his subj ect being
"Unconscio us Humor. " Unintention al hu
mor, Mr. Hall said, is o ften the truest wit,
and he proceeded to demonstrate this fact
by relating a good many anecdotes, among
them being stories of English, S cotch and
Yankee humor. Being a j ournalist, ]\f r.
H all is particularly interested in making a
collection o f the errors which creep into
newspapers, despite the most desperate ef
forts o f the publishers, and he quoted a
number o f instances of such humor.

University o f Chicago, University o f the
Philippines, Alleghany College, and the
B radley Polytechnic Institute.

0.

Joseph Coburn Smith has been elected a
member o f the executive committee of Co
burn C lassical Institute, it was announced
recently, following a meeting of the board
of trustees of the Institute. Mr. Smith
recently was appointed alumni secretary
and publicity manager for Colby.
The work of the medical laboratory con
nected with the state department of public
health was the theme o f a radio talk pre
pared by the department and broadcast by
Dr. J . L. Pepper ( '89) , heal th officer o f
York a n d Cumberland counties, from Sta
tion WCS H here Wednesday night.--E.i-

JERE M IAH E. BURKE, L I TT D. , '90, HEADS
BOSTON S C HOOLS
.

In the school committee's public meeting
room on the third floor at I 5 Beacon street
several persons gathered a few nights ago.
The school committee members were in
their seats, and reporters waited expect
antly.

change.

On Monday
Governor Gar
diner appoint
ed J. P. Gor
ham ( '25 ) o f
this town Re
corder of the
Houlton Mu
nicipal Court
to fill the va
cancy made by
t h e death o f
A K . Stetson.
M r . Gorham
h a s recently
entered i n t o
the practice of
J. P. GORHAM, A . B . , ' 2 4
law with his
Appo i n ted Recorder
father, George
A. Gorham, and is already taking an active
work in the legal business of his concern
and the town as well and his many friends
will extend to him their congratulations on
this appointment.-E xchange.
Dr. A. R. Keith, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles P. Keith, formerly o f this city, was
elected president o f the Hartford ( Conn. )
County Medical Association at the Associ
ation's one hundred and thirty-eighth an
nual meeting held recently. Dr. Keith is
a graduate o f Waterville high school in the
class o f i 892 and Colby College in the class
o f i 89 7 . His father was a well known
engineer on the Maine Central railroad.
Exchange.

•

·

JEREMIAH E . B UR K E , LITT. I > . , · go
Re-elected H ea d of B oston Schools

In two minutes the committee reappoint
ed Jeremiah E. B urke, superintende nt o f
Boston schools since 1 92 1 , when h e sue-
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ceeded the late Frank V. Thompson , for
six years more.
To the average citizen the hub-bub over
the election of the superintend ent was, to
put it mildly, over his head. But the actors
in that vital drama thoroughly understood.
For the prize in that battle, the superin
tendency, is a very important position .
Character training and the educating of
the emotions assume supreme importance
to Supt. Burke. Since his reign began he
has made many maj or changes, and intro
duced some startling improvements . Above
all the character training classes are first,
he feels, and he is the man who established
and brought the Teachers' College to its
present form from the N orrnal school, and
brought into being the intermediate schools
to smooth out the trans fer of children from
elementary to high school grad �;.
For the next six years, his last terrn
for he will retire at the end o f his time
-Supt. Burke pledges unswerving loyalty
to the ideal always before him. He has in
mind the thousands o f children who attend
the schools, the trusting parents, the tax
payers who foot the bills, and the city
which has honored him.
S upt. B urke lives at 6o Alban street,
Dorchester, a modest, unpretentious house.
Mrs. Burke, the former Matilda C. Lynch
of West B oylston, whom he married in
October, 1 90 1 , presides over his home. Ev
ery Sunday the Burke family gather-Mr.
and Mrs. B urke, · a daughter, M argaret,
now Mrs. Paul J. Sullivan, w ith her hus
band and daughter, Ann, and Edmund
B urke, the superintendent's son, a member
of the Boston law firm o f Hale & Dorr.
Vitally interested in I rish history and
folklore, Supt. Burke is associate editor of
Stories of the Emerald Isle. He has writ
ten numerous reports and documents on
education. His annual report, recently re
leased, traces the growth o f the Boston
school system from 1 630 to 1 930-a work
to aid the tercentenary celebration, brought
favorable editorial comment.
He 'vas born in Frank fort, Me., June
2 5 , 1 867, the son of Patrick and Mary
( Hughes ) Burke. ( It has been commented
upon his birthdate that he can celebrate the
end of a year 's school work, and the begin
ning of vacation. ) His father wanted him
to have an education, so he left the farm
and entered school at Bucksport.

He was graduated from the East Maine
Conference Seminary in 1 886, received an
A.B. from Colby College in 1 890, and a
degree of master of arts in 1 893. He taught
school while attending college, and the
work fascinated him, although he was also
reading law in a lawyer's office at the same
time.
Then he was made superintendent of
schools in Waterville, Me., in 1 89 1 , and
this decided his career. His rise in edu
cational work was rapid. Apparently every
community wanted him. He went from
Waterville to Marlboro in Massachusetts,
remained a year, and then went to Law
rence, remaining 1 0 years.
Boston called then and he was made an
assistant superintendent of schools in 1 904·
When U. S . Senator David I . Walsh was
Governor of Massachusetts he recognized
Supt. Burke's ability by making him a
member of the state board of education in
1 914. He was considered as a possibility
for superintendent on several occasions but
events preverted his appointment until 1 92 1
when Frank V. Thompson died.
Since that time the Boston schools spurt
ed ahead. He has managed to bring the
schools to a remarkable degree of efficiency
and has won a national reputation. He is
recognized as one of the most progressive
American educators.
He is a member of Phi B eta Kappa,
Delta Upsilon, the Massachusetts School
masters Club, the New England Associa
tion of School Superintendents, and the
Knights of Columbus.-Boston Herald,
Apr. 9, 1 930.
GALE, '22, ADDRE SSES AIRPORT
CONFERENCE
Charles H anson Gale, '22, addressed a
meeting of the New York State Airport
Conference in Elmira on March 5. The
outline of his speech as printed in the Buf
falo N e ws is as follows :
The keynote of the conference, "How to
Make Airports Profitable," the maj or ques
tion now con fronting the industry, was
sounded by C. H. Gale, assistant editor o f
Aviation Magazine.

M r. Gale outlined the. following items as
essential to making airports profitable :
1 .-An up-to-date accounting system with
a budget for every department.
2.-Refinements in business acumen and
•
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allowing
economy,
for greater flexibil
ity in the accounting
system.
3.-Admission and
parking fees should
be charged by com
mercial a i r p o r t s
only.
4.-A i r m e e t s
should be placed on
the higher plane o f
a community f a i r
with entertainment
c . H . GALE , A . B . , · 2 2
by pro fessional air
Avi a t i o n Work
.
circuses.
5 .-Airpor t concession s should be ex
ploited, su ch as airport inns, airport club
ho 1:1 ses, . and, in some localities, airport
S\\itmmm g pools.
6.-Improve ment of storage facilities for
planes and the development of folding wing
cra ft to reduce storage costs.
B U R BAN K , '89 , RESIGNS
Nelson S. B urbank, '89 , for 39 years
pastor of the First Baptist Church of Re
vere, read his resignation to the congrega
tion at last night's service, April 6. He will
retire June 1 .
Dr. Burbank i s president o f the Revere
Cooperative Bank and secretary of the
board of trustees of the Revere public
library. He is also secretary of the Mas
sachusetts Baptist Convention. Iil health
caused his resignation.
MEMOIRS OF BEN B UTLER

demolished the former home
of General Benj amin Franklin Butler near
the Capitol without finding any of the
money that "Ben" was popularly supposed
to have hidden there. In fact, there was
a persistent rumor that this prominent Civil
\Var figure, who did not t rust banks, but
whose name was linked with big financial
ventures, had secreted much money in the
exterior pillars o f the house. But the pil
lars were found to be of solid granite,
weighing approximately three tons each.
The old Butler home, recently used as head
quarters of the Public Health Service, will
make way for the new addition to the
House office building.
Butler, it may be remembered, was a vio
lent anti-]ohnson man, and Claude Bowers,
in his "Tragic Era," relates that "within
vVreckers

eight hours of Lincoln's death," a radical
group had formed a proposed new cabinet
with Butler as secreta ry of state. Because
of his dict atorship in New Orleans, which
he captured with the aid of Farragut, B ut
ler was intensely hated by the Confeder
ates, a hate inflamed by his recommendatio n
for the execution of Lee and Davis. B en
Butler was one o f those who believed that
Grant "gurgled at every, step," and had
detectives shadow his former commander
in an effort to prove it. Prominent as a
member o f Congress in Johnson's i mpeach
ment, Butler later attended a N ew Year's
reception, standing in smiling conversation
with the man he had once called a "crim
inal." In 1 884 he was the People's party
candidate for president.-Pathfinder, Jan.
I I , 1 930.

EASTER MEDITATION

'
HARRY H . UPTON, A . B . , 1 7
Along the drear Emmaus road,
· On Easter long ago,
Two sad di sciples made the i r way
\�iith heavy steps and slow :
A stranger, as they walked, drew nigh,
And marked the i r mournful tone and sigh.

"What words are these which ye exchange,
And why this sorrow sore ? "
"He whom we thought a Prophet, S i r,
Our eyes behold no more ;
We hoped He would our Nation f ree,
But He has died on Calvary. "
Beginning with the Prophets,
And Moses's ancient word,
The stranger showed the w ritings
Taught the s u ffering o f the Lord ;
That it behooved H i m thus to give
H i s l i fe that all mankind might live.
Soon as they reached the Village,
Far spent was now the day ;
"Abide with u s , " they pleaded,
"A l ittle longer stay" ;
And as He broke with them the bread,
They saw Christ risen f rom the dead .
Then Yanished He f rom v i sion,
And gone were doubt and fear ;
In haste they sought their brethren,
To s hare w i th them their cheer ;
How burned the i r anxious hearts that dav
\\:hen Jesus joined them on their way !
�

Again 'tis happy Easter 6 de,
And some are sad o f heart ;
To s uch He comes, as long ago,
His comfort to impart.
This p roof have we Christ lives todayHe j o urneys with us o'er l i fe ' s way.

-B oston Herald.
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THE REAL NEW YEAR'S D AY

HARRY LYMAN KooPM A N, L1TT.D., 'So
When does the real New Year begin ?
Is it the time w hen the Sun leads i n
O u r Lady Spring ? They deemed i t so,
Our P ilgrim Fathers long ago.
Not thus our Colleges declare.
T hey say 'tis when the powers o f the Ai r,
Conjoined, with equinoctial din
Usher Our Lady Autumn in.
But ages gone, amid Northern snows,
When the buried Sun newborn arose
'
M en called i t N ew Year, and today
Their v oice otir calendars obey.
Yet each for himself has a New Year's morn
As the day returns when he was born,
A day to chall enge his Old Year's part
And face the N ew with a manlier heart.
But I 've a secret I'll tell you here :
Every new day begins a year,
And every morning summons you
To leave an Old Year for a New.

AN NIVERSARY FOR C HARLES R. COFFIN, '67
S ixty years, happy years of married life
were commemorated by Prof. and Mrs.
Charles R. Coffin here today at the home
of their daughter, Dr. Gertrude Crandell ,
at the Hills Sanitarium.
"And they haven't been long years
either," Mrs. Coffin will tell you when you

to congratulate them on their long wedded
life.
" S ixty years ago today was a beauti ful
spring day in Waterville, Maine," said Mrs.
Coffin.
" We were married at 9 o'clock in the
morning. We had break fast there, . then
went to Lewiston for dinner and to Auburn
in the evening. In those days to travel to
three towns in one day was a real trip. "
Prof. Coffin was born in Roxbury High
lands, Boston, Mass . , Feb. 1 3, 1 847. At the
age of 16 he entered Colby College, Water
vill�, Me., and was graduated with honors
at the age of 20.
He taught at the famous Dio Lewis
boarding school for girls at Arlington,
Mass.
In 1 87 1 the young couple moved to Pitts
burgh where he became a teacher of Greek,
Latin and Geometry in the Preparatory de
parhnent of Western University, now the
University of Pittsburgh.
In 1 872 he received his master's degree
from Colby. In 1 877 he wrote the Penn
sylvania supplement to Colton's Geography,
the text then used in Pennsylvania.
Phi Beta Kappa honors, the highest of
scholastic honors, were awarded him in
1 897.
M any out of town guests were to call
on the happy, aged couple this afternoon.
From four until five the Crandells were
having " open house" and many visitors
were expected to be present to celebrate
with Prof. and Mrs. Coffin.-Wooster,
Ohio, Dail31 Record, Apr. 5, 1 930.
BOOK BY ERNEST G. WALKER, '90
Town of Yore, by Ernest G.
Walker of Washington, D. C., is not only
a history of Mr. \Valker's native town but
it includes the early history of the towns
in the same upper Kennebec community,
North Anson, Solon, Concord, Lexington
and New Portland. It i s a book o f seven
hundred pages, with two hundred pictures,
the frontispiece being a reproduction of the
late Ben Foster's famous painting of the
Carrabasset near Embden, which was pur
chased by the French government and
hung in the Luxemburg Gallery at Paris.
The book, which represents a vast amount
of research work, is written in a most en
tertaining style. It includes many family
histories and family narratives, and an adEmbden

C. R. COFF I N , ' 6 7 , A N D W I F E

say sixty years seems like a long time.
Both are in good health, except for Prof.
Coffin's slight dea fness, and they have
greatly enj oyed visiting with their many
friends who have caJled on them this week
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Representative Nelson, as a member o f
the Interstate and Foreign Commerce Com
mittee, helps dra ft commerce aviation legis
lation, and he is a member of the special
j oint commission providi ng for an airport
for the National Capital. He has taken
several flights in airplanes, but had no pre
vious experience as a dirigible passenger.
The flight over the National Capital was
short because Representative Nelson had
to rush back to vote on the con ference re
port on the tariff bill, but he and the mem
bers of his personal and official family on
the flight reported that they were delighted
with lighter-than-air aviation.-N ews Dis
patch.

KRO:t-[QUIST , '29, IN SPANISH HONDURAS
In a recent letter from David F. Kron
quist, '29, written to one of the college offi
cials, appears the following paragraphs de
scriptive of the country where Mr. Kron
quist is now located :
"I presume that you have already heard,
E R N E ST G. WALKER, ' 9 0
\Vrites H istory
through some of our mutual friends, that
I made good my threat to take a j ob with
the United Fruit Company in one of its
mirable index makes it as usable as it is tropical divisions ! I left New York last
readable. M r. Walker was born at Emb.: August and since then have been working
den, September I , I 86g, son of Stillman here in Spanish Honduras. I ' m located 69
Atwood and Martha Richardson ( Went miles inland from the Caribbean port o f
worth ) Walker. He was educated at Colby Puerto Castilla i n a high, mountain-locked
College and Harvard University. He en valley which, for beauty of scenery and
tered newspaper wor"k and for a long time healthfulness of climate, rivals even our
was connected with the vVashington Post. much noted Maine. With another fell ow
He has been Washington correspondent for from New England I 'm the sole guardian
the Boston Herald and the Springfield Re of the destinies of some ninety or more
publican. He has been a student of Maine native laborers, sixty mules and horses, and
history for many years, has written several I 200 acres of matured bananas.
" It's quite a j ob, but I like it very well
local histories and has others in prepara
tion. He is a member of the Maine His so far. The only criticism I can offer is
torical Society and the Columbia Historical that there isn't enough business contact to
s.ui.t me. And i � does get pretty lonely
Society.
hvmg here day m and day out with no
other . amus ��ent than that offered by an
CONGRESSMA N NELSON , '98, AND S oN
occasional
v1s1t to the next plantation or to
I N THE AIR
�
uerto
�
a
stilla.
The work is fascinating,
WASHINGToN.-Representative John E: ,
.
I
that
It
IS
more
or less like being super
Nelson of Augusta, his son, John A. Nel
�
visor
of
a
small
factory
with all its attend
son, and his secretary, Charles Drummey,
enjoyed their first ride in a dirigible Thurs ant problems of labor, production, cost,
transportatio n , etc. And, of course, . a
day.
�
nowledge of Spanish is absolutely essen
The congressman was invited by William
tia
l as these people speak nothing else. So
P. MacCracken, former assistant secretary
far
as that is concerned I can say that I 'm
of commerce for aeronautics, to take a ride
progressing
to the point where I can up
in the Goodyear-Zeppelin dirigible which
hold
my
end
of a conversation fairly well,
has been visiting Washington this week.
·
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in spite of never having taken a course in
S panish. But that j ust proves my conten
tion that you can't learn a language in the
class-room. They don't speak Castilian
Spanish here, of course ; it i s a Honduranian
dialect,--or I should say, it is regular book
Spanish with a slight Honduranian pronun
ciation. I find it not at all difficult to learn.
I f I stay here a year and a half I ought to
know enough of it for ordinary purposes.
" The natives here aren't difficult to get
along with, although they are more pugna
cious than those in some of the other Latin
American countries. Fighting, loafing, and
loving seem to be their chief diversions,
with now and then an hour of two of work
sufficient to supply them with money for
beans and rice. They all carry long, keen
edged machetes wherever they go, and for
that reason all white men go armed, too !
My own armament, consisting of a Colt
.38-.40 six-shooter, and belt, makes me look
like a 1 930 college-bred edition of Jesse
James. But it isn't so bad here as it sounds ;
a white man never has occasion to use his
gun. The natives fight among themselves,
and we carry revolvers mostly for the psy
chological effect. Whether or not I aban
don this j ob, at the end of my year and a
half, for something a little more intellectual
and requiring more head work and business
contact , I'll never regard my time here as
wasted, or my experiences as anything but
worth-while."
BANQUET To JusTICE Hun soN 'oo
Justice James H udson was the guest of
honor at a banquet in Lewiston on March
2 1 , the occasion being his birthday. Fi fty
two attended the affair. George S. Mc
Carty was toastmaster, and the after-dinner
speakers were William H. Clifford, D. J .
McGill icuddy, and George C. Wing, Jr.
Mr. Clifford's toast was a resume of the
history of the Hudson family. The office
at Guil ford in which Justice Hudson was
practising. when he was appointed to the
Superior Court bench, had been occupied
by three generations of the same fam ily,
engaged in the same pro fession, and cover
ing a period of over a hundred years.
Through this family of brilliant attorneys
the Hudson name has come to occupy a
high place in the State o f Maine, and par
ticularly in Piscataqu is county.
The second speaker was George C. Wing,
,

Jr., whose toast was a clever satire on the
members of the Androscoggin County bar.
Mr. McGillicuddy, making further men
tion of the influence of the Hudson family
in the county where they have made their
home for so long, spoke especially of J us
tice Hudson's father, with whom the speak
er has often been associated.
JUSTICE BARNES, '92, ADYOCATES
MORE PLAY
Advocating more "playing" and the need
for business men past 45 to seek new re
cuperative interests, Supreme Court Justice
Charles P. Barnes of Houlton, speaking
before the luncheon meeting of the Port
land Kiwanis Club recently, proved to be
one of the most popular speakers tQ address
the local service club in many months.
Justice Barnes talked informally, narrat
ing his own recreational pursuits and urg
ing that more business men seek the open
spaces in which to " recharge the old bat
tery and make this human machine run
smoothly for another year." He particu
larly advised the Ki wanians to know the
thrills of a canoe trip through virgin forests
of Maine, adding that the solitude found
in these regions i s the surest remedy to
dissipate besetting cares of present day
business "lightning" methods.
PAY NE BU LL
'
Word has been rece ived of the marriage
of Roland W. Payne, Colby '24, son o f
M r s . Laura W. a n d t h e late William \V .
Payne, former residents o f Waterville. t o
M iss Faith Laurel Bull, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Frederick G. Bull of Springfield,
M ass., on Thanksgiving Day at 4 o'clock
in Faith Congregational church at Spring
field. Rev. Claude Allen McKay officiated
with the double ring ceremony and the wed
ding marches were played by Lewis Dun
bar, organist o f the church .
Mr. Payne, who graduated from Colby
in '24, was very prominent in track, having
held the cross-country championship his
senior year. He also attended Springfield
College, Clark University and Columbia
Un iversity. He is now principal of the
high school in Norwell, Mass.
-

Gu1TE-POM ERLEAU
A very impressive marriage ceremony
was performed on Dec. 26 at St . Francis

·

T H E COLBY ALUMNUS

In the men's division of the Colby chapel
recently, President Franklin \V. Johnson
spoke very favorably o f the COLBY ALu�r 
NUS , the quarterly published for the alumni
of Colby. The president said that he was
looking at the various alumni publications
of other colleges when at Washington and,
in his opinion, the COLBY ALUM NUS was
not inferior to any of them. He spoke o f
six or seven articles i n particular which
are of interest to undergraduates as well as
alumni . These are the series o f articles by
young graduates on the general subj ect "I f
I \iVere to Go Through College Again . "
All o f them expressed themselves as being
of the opinion that they would choose Colby
and the accounts of j ust what they would
do are as varied as they are interesting .
Some of them refer to the more or less
pressing problems of the present time such
as chapel and the cut system-The Sen tin el.

de Sales Catholic church when Miss Gabri
elle Pomerleau, popular ·waterville school
teacher, became the bride o f Dr. L. Armand
Guite of New Yo rk city.
Dr. Guite is a graduate of Waterville
High school in the class of 1 9 1 9, receiving
his B. S . degree at Colby College, gradu
ating in 1 923. He is also a graduate of
Cornell M edical school in the class of 1 927.
During his entire scholastic years, Dr. Guite
was a high rating student, graduating with
high honors at Cornell. He served as in
terne at Fordham hospital i 8 months in
New York city, before he began practicing
for himself . Many will remember him in
his scholastic period here for his athletic
ability, being a member of the high school
football team and also playing for Colby
until an inj ury in his third year put an end
to his athletic career. . At the present time
he is practicing medicine in New York
city, already having achieved success in his
undertaking.
Miss \VE1ss, '29, To WRITE BooK
Frances \V.�iss, daughter of Mr. and
M rs. Pelee Weiss of the West End, Port
land, is collaborating with Dean Abbott of
the University of Chicago, in writing a
book on social science. Miss Weiss is
studying for a Master Degree and special
izing in psychiatry at the university.
Miss \Veiss was graduated from Colby
in 1 929 with Phi Beta Kappa honors and
was awarded an extension scholarship
which she is now completing. In her senior
year at Colby she wrote a thesis on social
ethics which has been published in book
form and is in the Colby library, and also
lectured on the same subj ect. Miss \Veiss
recently won the distinction of being ap
pointed a social service secretary in Chi
cago and her book will record personal ex
periences and actual cases.
$5,000 GIFT TO COLBY
At a recent men's assembly of Colby Col
lege, President Franklin W. Johnson an
nounced a bequest of $5,000 from the estate
of Col. Edward H. Haskell of Boston. Col .
Haskell had previously made a substantial
gi ft to the endowment of the college.
Col. Haskell was not a Colby man him
self but had always been interested in the
affairs of Colby. He was at one time the
owner of the Boston Herald, as well as his
father before him.

·

Edward H. Cotton , 1 905 , at a recen t
meeting o f the Boston Authors' Club, was
elected a member of that well-known organ
ization. Mr. Cotton is the author of four
biographical works, and a number of se
rials . One of his books, "The Life of
Charles W. Eliot, " was made the Harvard
Gi ft Book for 1 927. At present he is at
work on a serial, "The Principles of \Vil
liam Howard Taft," which will be pub
lished through a syndicate in leading re
ligious papers this summer.
The ALU M NUS is in receipt of an at
tractive program given in Symphony House,
Bangor, Maine, by Frances P. McBride,
' 1 3, pianist. She is a pupil of Mrs. Alice
H. White, of vVaterville, and of C. Win
field Richmond. The program was given
on April 1 7, 1 930.
Olive Robbins Haviland, '96, has recent
ly been appointed editor of .. The Friend,"
a weekly publication of the Society of
Friends in Philadelphia, with offices at 304
Arch Street.
Judge F. M . Hallowell, '77, formerly o f
Kearney, Neb., and donor o f the Hallowell
Public Speaking prizes, is temporarily in
Farmington, Maine, R. F. D. 2. Judge
Hallowell never loses interest in his alma
mater. Through his annual prizes he i s
doing much t o stimulate interest in the art
o f public speaking.
Herbert M. Lord, '84. former Director
of the Bureau of the Budget of the United
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the oldest living man who was a student
at old Waterville College. H is penmanship
is that of a man of 40--and vastly better
than the average college boy of today. His
interest in the College is as keen as ever.
His home address i s 3o6 Park Grove street,
Minneapolis, M inn.
Stephen Ayer, '2 1 , is now at 20 1 5 North
5 r st St., Omaha, Neb.
A line from H. M. Gerry, '98, reports
him as still actively engaged in bettering
the race relations between the immigrant
and the "so-called American, and increas
ing good will toward each other." Mr.
Gerry is cou.nected with the Cambridge
Y. M. C. A.

E. H . C OTTON,

'05

States, and recently of N ew York, is now
to be addressed 40 1 The Woodley, Colum
bia Road, Washington, D. C .
Foster Eaton, ' 1 6, d istrict manager o f
t h e United Press, i s now to be addressed
a t 14 Pitt Belmont Apt . , 328 Ponce de
Leon, Atlanta, Ga.
George C . Gould, '04, is associated with
Rev. Edgar Collins Tullar, D.D., o f New
York, in planning a tour through Europe.
Prof. Gould may be addressed at 52 1 1 2th
Street, Brooklyn.
Ralph E. Nash, ' r r , is temporarily in
Venice, Fla. His permanent address will
be St. Petersburg, Fla., Box 1 8 1 5 .
Kenneth C. Dolbeare, '22, announces the
arrival in his home of Kenneth Marsh Dol
beare on January 25, 1 930 .
Nathaniel Weg, ' 1 7, has removed his
New York offices to r r 5 West 73d street.
H. R Purinton, '91 , is on leave of ab
sence from his teaching at Bates College.
Roland G. Ware, '2 1 , was married on
February 26, 1 930, to Iva Marie Jewell, o f
Jewell's Mills, N e w B runswick. They make
their home in Waterville.
Thomas B enton B riggs. '64. who con
tributes an arti cle to thi s issue of the
ALU M N US, will be 90 years of age on No
vember 20, next. Mr. Briggs is probably

SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS Aco
Under the above caption, a newspaper
clipping sent the ALU
' M NUS gives the following :
"At a debate held at the Waterville Col
lege ( now Colby College) on the subj ect
of slavery, six students were injured when
the audience decided to take personal in
terest in the arguments, using their hands
to win the debate instead of their mouths.
Slavery debates will probably be banned
a fter this unpleasant affray.'.'
"A Warless World" is the subj ect o f a
brief article in the April 1 2 issue of The
Bap tist written by Washington W. Perry,
of the class of 1 872. Mr. Perry is still an
active force in civic and political Ii f e of his
communi.ty and State.
The ALUM NUS has in some way over
looked the announcement of the arrival on
July 1 3 , 1 928, of H ildegarde Dessum Pratt,
Jr., in the home of Ransom Pratt.
The ALU M NUS is a bit late in reporting
the birth of Jane Webster Eddy, on May
20, 1 929, in the home of Rhoden B. Eddy,
'

Stephen Stark, '95, wife and son, spent
last summer and fall in England and Scot
land. When they returned to this country
on December 5 they witnessed the thrilling
rescue of eleven men from the schooner
Gander Deal, which was wrecked in mid
ocean. One o f the ships which made the
rescue was the Republic. They spent a
month a fter their return to America at
Battlecreek, Mich . , engaged in health edu
cation. Mr. Stark has now resumed his
teaching at Mt. Hermon.
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Among others present were M iss Myrtice
Cheeney, M iss Myra Dolley, M rs . William
MacDonald, Mrs. Paul Fraser, M rs. Carlos
Hill, M iss Martha B . Hopkins, M rs. A r
thur Jones, Miss Blanche Le Bonte, M rs.
Arad E . Linscott, Mrs. Norman M ayo,
M iss Ina McCausland, Mrs. Virgil C. Mc
Gorill, Miss Helen Pierce, Miss Helen Rob
inson, Mrs. Mulford Rich, M rs. Glen W.
Sta rkey, Mrs. Belle Strickland, Mrs. Ralph
Good, Mrs. Edward Robirrson, Mrs. Robert
Hunt, Mrs. Harry Kidder, M iss Nellie
Dearborn, Mrs. Rachel Baker, Mrs. Percy
D. Mitchell, M iss Susie Wentworth and
special guests, Miss Nettie Runnals, dean
of women at Colby, Miss Alice L inscott,
Miss Gwendolyn Marden, M iss Pauline
B rill, -Miss � lorence Allen, Miss Dorothy
Harlow from Colby College and Miss Ruth
Stubbs, Miss Elizabeth Thompson and Miss
Helen Cole.

Myrtle Aldrich Gibbs, ' 1 7 , is now to be
reached at 9 Phillips Street, Amherst, Mass.
Arthur H. Berry, ' 90, should now be ad
dressed at 46 Daboll Street, Providence,
R. I .
Frederick W. Marriner, ' 1 7 , who has
been assistant cashier of the Union Market
National Bank, Watertown, has been elect
ed a vice president of the institution.
Charles H . Bates, '80, who has been liv
ing in Taylorsville, N . C . , i s now at I I
Pearl Street, Middleboro, Mass.
M. C . Moore, '0 7 , has resigned as super
intendent of the Ashfield, Mass., Super
visory Union, and accepted the superin
tendency of the Southwich, Mass., Union, ·
consi sting of Granville, Sandisfield, South
wich, and Talland. He was superintendent
in Ashfield for nine years.
W. B. M cAllister, '26, who for the past
three years and more has Leen connected
with the Vermont Highway Department,
has resigned to accept a position in the
engineering force of the Boston and Maine
railroad with headquarters in Charlestown,
N. H.
The Colby Library has j ust received a
book, " Principles of Property Insurance,"
written by former Professor F. E. \Vol fe,
Ph.D., now of the Economic Research De
partment of the Proctor and Gamble Co.
I t is published by the Thomas Y. Crowell
Co. and contains 393 pages.
Former Professor W. S. Bayley, now of
the department of Geology of the Univer
sity of Illinois, writes to the administrat10n
to wish the college continued prosperity.
Professor Bayley is remembered by several
members of the faculty who were his asso
ciates many years ago and by many grad
uates of the College.

C HAPERONES pARa'Y TO EUROPE

Lucy J. Franklin, Dean of Women in
Boston University, and wife of former
Professor Franklin of Colby, is to chaper
one a party to Europe this summer. Nine
countries are to be v isited, the trip to last
67 days, the cost to be $795 · The party
saiis from Montreal on the S . S. Antonia
on June 20.
This announcement is made because of
inquiries from Colby graduates who had
learned of Mrs. Franklin's intention of
chaperoning a party to Europe.

PORTLAND ALUM NAE ENTERTAI N

M iss Nettie May Runnals, dean of wo
men at Colby College, was the speaker at
the annual luncheon to the undergraduates
of the Portland Colby College A lumnae
Association recently at the Columbia Hotel.
Arrangements were in charge of Miss Caro
L. Hoxie, president of the Alumnae Asso
ciation, Mrs. Edward Humphrey, Mrs.
Mul ford Rich and Mrs. Glen vV. Starkey.
M iss Alice Linscott, a j unior at Colby,
spoke for the undergraduates, and Miss
Elizabeth Thompson of Deering High
School gave piano solo and reading.

·

BEGGING IN 1 822
That campaigns for funds were not an
unknown art even back in the days of the
ancient Colby, say about 1 822, may be at
tested to by the following copy of an old
letter written by one Abel Wheeler to his
sister Lucetta \Vheeler of New Haven :
"'N"aterville, Me. June 24 1 822.
"To Dig we are willing-but to beg we
cannot, 'tho it is an honorable calling here
We have a Colledge lately erected here 80
ft. x 40----4 stories high-and another new
building of the same size < 1 > & an elegant
House for the President completely finished
& painted. All done by begging !
(1)

both

of B rick' '

LET1ER FROM \V. H. LYFORD To CoNTEST
ANTs FOR LYFORD PRI ZES

\\Till H. Lyford, LL.D., of the class o f
' 79, sent the following letter t o the College
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to be read to the 70 boys representing 4 1 ·
schools of M aine and Massachusetts who
had assembled at the campus on May 2,
i 930, to participate in the 2 1 st Annual Ly
ford Interscholasti c Prize Speaking Con
test. It is reproduced here because it states '
the reason for establishing the Lyford con
test and is therefore of valuable historic
interest :
C hicago, Ill . , April 28, 1 930.
My dear Professor L ibby :
I deeply regret that my business engage
ments render it impossible for me to accept
your i nvitation for M ay 2nd. Un fortu
nately, I am in the midst of two of the
most important legal controversies of my
professional career. Otherwise, I would
have been glad to avail mysel f of the oppor
tunity to say, personally, to the contestants
what I now ask you to say for me, by read
ing to them this letter.
I am gratified at the growing popularity
of these contests, and the increasing num
ber of schools represented annually.
The dominant reason for the establish
ment of these events lay in my conviction
that the cultivation of the art of public
speaking, without elaborate notes, would be
helpful · to any young man who aspires to
pro fessional, political, or business leader
ship. The practice of speaking forcefully
be fore audiences the thoughts and language
of great orators leads to high and easy
facility in expressing effectively, original
ideas of the speaker.
A new and boundless field for public
speaking has been furnished by the radio,
over which speakers are frequently handi
capped by the necessity of reading, instead
of delivering a memorized or extempo
raneous speech.
I am sure that in the distribution of
prizes, there has been "a fair field and no
favor," and I will be glad to receive the
usual newspaper accounts of the event and
its results.
With warm personal regards, I am,
Sincerely yours,
WILL H . LYFORD,
Class of 1 879.

"We are greatly enj oying the experience
of living right in the Chinese city-having
always lived in a foreign concession hith
erto--and we feel closer to the heart of the
people as we hear the calls of peddlers and
the tap-tap of the night watchmen going
their rounds. Outside our compound gate
the sweet potato vender bakes his wares
and offers them piping hot-the chestnut
man proffers a scoop full right out of the
oven-the peanut vender is conveniently
near-the street barber sets his stand down
where the children can watch-the candy
man makes fascinating candy people out of
blown sugar, as the Chinese urchins call
· out what they want him to blow-the seller
of small j ewelry sets his travelling stand
temptingly near the gate of the courtyard
next ours-the flower vender staggers un
der his load o f flat baskets laden with bril
liant-colored chrysanthemums.
"We have made our home comfortable
with the household goods le ft here and
those we brought from Rocky Hill. It has
been fun to work out color schemes with
the facii ities at hand and we are happy that
friends find beauty in what we have done.
\Ne want to share the home with many
friends, especially Chinese students. We
are resuming our· Chinese study with a fine
Peking teacher. Robbie has spoken at the
Rotary Club, the Chinese Y's Men's Club,
the American Army church service, the
Union Church prayer meeting, the Chinese
'Y' and at Chinese church gatherings.
Marian has spoken at the Chinese Y. W.
World Fellowship meeting and the Union
Church Women's Association and has been
welcomed back into the Stanley Club, the
Woman's Club with its fourteen national
ities, and the Tientsin B ranch of the Amer
ican Association of University Women.
" There are so many readjustments to
make to this new China, to living in another
part of the city, to working in another mis
sion, and to using a language we have not
used for four years, that we have only
hopeful contacts and not much actual work
done to report for these our first seven
weeks here. What impresses us is the
number of opportunities that lie temptingly
at hand, among which we must make our
LETTER FROM ROBINSON, 'o6
The ALUM NUS reprints, in part only, a choice. For Robbie there is the carrying
letter received from Arthur G. Robinson. on of the student social service center
'o6, recently returned to China to work un opened five years ago by Mr. Leete, now
on furlough ; teaching English in non-misder the auspices of the American Board :
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sion schools in order to make friendly con
tacts ; advising the Y. M. C. A. Boys' Work
committee which he organized when he was
in the Tientsin 'Y' ; visiting government
schools and having groups of students in
our home ; helping in the development of
young people's work in the mission schools
and in Chinese Christian churches con
nected with the mission here in the city.
Urgent calls have come to work out a pro
gram of boys' work suited to the needs of
the country field, and so it goes.
J\IA I NE L A KE S - N EAR CO LBY
" Marian is not attempting this first year
to carry on work outside her home but she that the Association will either adopt this
can be her husband's stenographer, study or some other similar plan to j usti fy its
Chinese, call on Chinese ladies, get ac existence as a group of men whose one in
quainted with the girls and teachers in the terest is that o f the welfare o f the College :
Chinese girls' school, attend meetings of the
"Many of the colleges have a well-estab
Ladies ' Aid of the Chinese church, fill in lished plan of raising money through an
as English teacher in the boys' school, study nual gifts from the alumni. This has served
the student work that the Y. W. is carry the double purpose of adding substantially
ing on and be ready to help in young peo to the income of the college and rpaking
ple's work when she is free and prepared another tie between the alumni and their
alma mater, for it is a fact which is gen
to give such service.
"We are bringing together young parents erally recognized that to give to any object
in the neighborhood in a Sunday evening or institution is to increase the giver's in
group to study the needs of their children terest.
"The Alumni Fund at Dartmouth was
and work out the principles of religious
education suited to their community. The begun twenty-five years ago. Starting with
Chinese Mothers' Club which used to meet a contribution of $4000 the first year, it
in our home want help, and later in the has gone steadily forward until the amount
year, when Mrs. Ballou is packing up for turned over to the College by the committee
furlough, Mrs. Chandler will need help in last year for unrestricted use was approxi
running the industry where seventy needy mately $ 1 30,000 . The work is thoroughly
organized. The executive committee is
Chinese women are working.
"Doesn't it sound as if there were some made up from members of the Council, all
thing we might do ? Think of us then as outstanding alumni. Their work is supple
happy and busy, on tip-toe to readjust to mented by class agents. A quota is set up
new China, eager to keep close to the for each class on a well-worked-ou t plan in
friends and work we left in America. The which consideration i s given both to the size
children join us in our thoughts of you of the class and the years since graduation.
"It is a practical plan o f raising money
Betty a happy freshman at the Tungchow
boarding-school, Mary Anh and Dana in which in my opinion should be adopted by
seventh and second grades in the Tientsin every college. A part from the added in American school , and David a busy four terest and the money raised, which have
year-old, trying hard to learn Chinese so already been mentioned , it inevitably folhe can j oin with Chinese playmates. We , lows that some men who are thus giving
have all six gained in weight and are grate will be thereby inclined to larger gi fts dur
ful for good health on so long a j ourney." ing their lives or in the form of bequests
to be paid at death.
" From my observation of the workings
A SUGGESTION FOR THE ALUM N I
o f such a plan not only at Dartmouth but
ASSOCIATION
A very close and very influential friend in many other institutions, I recommend it
of Colby offers the following suggestion. to Colby with much to be said in its favor.
The ALUM NUS hands it promptly on to the I think of no objection which could be
General Alumni Association in the hope fairly raised."
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In Memoriam
C HARLES FLETCHER JOH N SON, '78
While Charles Fletcher Johnson was not
a graduate of Colby, he spent three years
in the College, 1 874-77, leaving to graduate
from Bowdoin in 1 879. And while his in
terests were always closely identified with
Bow doin, he never lost interest in Colby
and he reunioned often with members o f
t h e class o f 1 879, o f which h i s o l d friend,
Hanniba.1 Hamlin, and his brother-in-law,
the late Willis A . Joy, were .mempers: Liv
ing in Waterville all of his life brought him
i n almost daily contact with officers of the
College and with many of the graduates.
I t was but natural therefore to look upon
him as one of the family.
Mr. Johnson lived a long and event ful
li fe. He was prominent in Masonic and in
political ci rcles, and held the highest offices
in the . gi ft o f the Order and of his party.
His genial disposition, his well-known dem
ocratic tastes, his humility, and his capac
i ty to make and retain friendships were
his outstanding characteristics. The Col
lege mourns with his alma mater over his
passing.
The full details of his death and of his
l i fe are given in the news-dispatch that fol
lo�s. His funeral was attended by <l: very
large number of prominent men and wo
men from all parts of the S tate.
·

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla . , Feb. 1 5-Saturday
- ( A P ) .-Charles F. Johnson of Water
ville, Me. , died early this morning. He was
United States Senator from Maine from
1 9 1 l to 1 9 1 7. The former senator suf
fered a stroke o f paralysis early this week.
Judge Johnson came to St. Petersburg
Jan. 1 8 for his health. He was stricken at
local hotel Monday morning and was
a
taken to a hospital. His daughter, Mrs.
H enry Abbott of Waterville, arrived
Thursday and was at her father's bedside
when he died.
Dr. Harry Putnam o f St. Petersburg and
a former resident of Maine, attended the
j urist.
No funeral arrangements have been
made, but the body will be sent to Water
ville for burial.
•

Judge Charles F. Johnson, who died
early this morning in St. Petersburg, Fla.,

a fter a short illness from a stroke, left this
city several weeks ago for the southland
where he planned to pass the winter recre
ationally.
He- retired as judge of the United States
circuit court of appeals at Boston last May
a fter passing the allotted time o f three
score years and ten. He served the court
for 1 2 yearsr He came to this city that
he might be among his many friends and
old acquaintances.
Judge Johnson was born 7 l years ago
yesterday in Winslow where he attended
the public schools until he was 1 2 years of
age when he entered Waterville Classical
Institute which is now Coburn. He became
a classmate of two other distinguished
M aine men, the late Chief Justice Leslie
C . Cornish and the late Judge Albert M.
Spear. He received his college education
at Colby and Bowdoin, graduating from
the latter college in 1 879. The next five
years of his li fe were spent in teaching at
Machias high school and his vacations were
devoted to the study of law.
He became a member of the Maine Bar
in 1 886 and that same year entered into
partnership with the late Simon S. B rown .
Five years later he became a partner o f the
late Edmond F. Webb and three years later
opened an office of his own.
In 1 893 he was mayor o f this city and
in 1 892- 1894 he was the Democratic nom
inee for governor of the state. For four
years from 1 90 ! to 1 905 he was a member
of the Maine Legislature.
In January, l 9 I I , Carroll N. Perkins o f
this city became h i s partner a n d for six
years it was Johnson and Perkins. He was
a member of the United States Senate in
l 9 I I and that same year was elected a
trustee o f Bowdoin College with the degree
of LL.D. being conferred upon him.
He was made judge of the United States
Circuit Court of Appeals on October 2,
1 9 1 7, covering Maine, New Hampshire,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Porto
Rico, and served in that capacity 1 2 years.
Judge Johnson was a prominent member
of the Masons, being grand master of the
Grand Lodge of Maine in lgOO and having
the 33rd degree Scottish Rite con ferred
upon him iri 1 922.
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H e was one o f Waterville's leading citi
zens. His honor will live forever.
He is survived by an only daughter, Mrs.
Henry W. Abbott, wife of Dr. Henry W.
Abbott o f this city. M rs. Abbott left last
Monday for the bedside of her father.
The Sen tin el.
Editorial expressions of appreciation o f
the life of M r . Johnson are given, a s fol
lows :

Judge Johnson was a man o f g : eat abil
ity, excellent judgment and a big hea i:.
His friends were not all t o be found m
the Democratic Pa rty. He had many ad
mirers among all classes o f citizens and in
all parts of the State. If he had any real
enemies they kept themselves in the back
ground. Nobody who knew Charles F.
Johnson spoke unkindly of him, however
much they might have djffered with him
on political questions.-Portland PressH erald, Feb. 1 7 .
·

The phrase, "The S tate of Maine," was
often on the lips of Judge Charles Fletcher
J ohnson, who died in Florida, Saturday.
His preferen ce for this phrase instead o f
the single word, " Maine," in a small way
indicates Judge Johnson's love for his State
--a love that was expressed in the more
resounding and dignified phrase.
His affection for the State was more
than an affection for its physical aspects ;
Judge Johnson loved the people of Maine,
too ; and this love the people, who twice
elected him representative to the State
Legislature, and whom he represented in
United States Senate, amply repaid. For
Senator, later Judge, Johnson attracted to
him by his frie n dliness and high idealism
all whom he met.
Others have borne witness to his legal
talents both in his Maine practice, and on
the bench of the United States Circuit
Court of Appeals ; still others have testified
to the great loss that Bowdoin, of which
he was a graduate in the class of 1 879, and
an Overseer, has suffered in his death ; but
for his friends, who were legion, witness
should be borne to his great human quali
ties of friendship, kindliness, and modesty
-qualities which made him loved and hon
ored throughout the State.-Po rtland Eve
ning News.

•

Judge Charles F. Johnson who died at
St. Petersburg, Florida, on Saturday, was
an active Democrat in Maine when that
party was a power in this State. He was
of the times of Daniel J. McGillicuddy,
Obadiah Gardner, Oakley Curtis, Fred
erick W. Plaisted and William M. Pen
nell. These men were real leaders and
while perhaps conditions in Maine were
more favorable to the party than now, they
had the ability to take advantage of them.
Judge Johnson, like the others we have
mentioned, was first a Democrat at a time
when there did not seem to be much politi
cal profit in serving under the standards
of that party in this particular Common
wealth. He was a candidate of his party
for Governor when he had no more chance
of being elected than the nominee of that
party, whoever he may be, has in the next
election.
But he was sincere in his political faith
and kept it, despite that to do so held out
no promises of advancement in public life.
Then came one of those strange political
upset5 that occasionally develop. Maine
began electing Democrats to office and
Judge Johnson and Obadiah Gardner be
came United States senators, Mr. Curtis
and Mr. Plaisted were chosen Governors
M aine lost a good citizen when Charles and Mr. McGillicuddy was sent to Con
F. Johnson, former j ustice of the United gress. Mr. Pennell got no further than to
State Circuit Court of Appeals, djed. He be sheriff of this county, but in the reorha::i served his State in many capacities and , ganization of the party he played as im
always with credit to himsel f and benefit portant a part as any of the others.
Despite the fact that the tenure of Dem
to the community. For some years he was
a leader of the Democratic Party in this ocratic power in Maine was brief and fleet
State and was eventually rewarded by be ing, there was never failure to recognize
ing chosen United States Senator by the the fact that personally Judge Johnson was
Legislature, as senators were then chosen. a most worthy representative of this State.
He was of pure Yankee stock, received
He was the first Democrat to be elected to
his
education in Maine schools and Maine
the Senate from this State a fter the Civil
colleges
and by inheritance and training
War.
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was a true son of the State. Judge John
son was also a man of outstanding ability.
Going to the Senate from a State that had
rarely recognized that there was a Demo
cratic party, he was received into the inner
'
councils of that party in the Senate and
became an influential factor in determining
its policies and its strategy.
Shortly a fter the end of his term there
came the opportunity for President Wilson
to appoint him to the Federal Court of
Appeals and the fitness of this appointment
was recognized in Maine as it was in the
rest of the Country. He proved an able
j udge as he was a great senator. The ma
j ority of M aine people did not believe in
his politics, but the State was proud o f him,
as it had reason to b e P o r tlan d Evening
Express, Feb. 27.

cial honor. The active lawyer must take
his cases as they come, if he is to live. He
must do his best. It is imperative that the
client must have a lawyer-that being an
element of justice. How unj ust to con
sider even political opinion as running into
the j ust j udgment of the honorable j udge.
It is in the stress of battle, in the thick
of all sorts of contention, that the mind
gets the breadth essential to j ustice on the
bench .
Well - Maine has lost another strong
man. Others are coming, doubtless, to fill
their places. But life seems a little more
lonesome because of the passing of "Char
lie" J ohnson.-Lewiston E'vening Journal,
February 25.

Death o f Charles F. J ohnson, retired
Federal Justice, takes from Maine a very
able and a very fine man. He had two or
three great gi fts, happiness in work and a
constant and untroubled j oy of li fe, being
among them. His mind was superb ; he
saw clearly ; patient to know facts ; and he
was j ust in his estimates. He was one of
those men whom people could hardly help
calling by his first name or better than that
" Charlie" all through life. Even as a dig
nified j ustice, we could not overcome the
habit which always gave him pleasure.
Those are usually fortunate people who
merit the friendly appellation.
Historically, Justice Johnson figures
larger in M aine than i s generally known.
He largely assisted in the reorganization
o f the come-back o f the Democratic party
in Maine in 1 91 0. Mr. Pattangall and Mr.
Johnson are the accredited moving-agencies
o f tha t historic period. Resourceful, act
ing largely behind the scenes, patient, dis
covering the vulnerable points in the ad
versary, Judge Johnson, of those days, was
a keen, astute politician.
He served well in the Maine Legislature ;
was United States Senator to such good
purpose, that his retirement was regretted
even by political opponents. Nobody in
Maine but was pleased at his elevation to
the bench, for which he was fitted .
How idle it is to consider, as has been
done in the U. S. Senate, in the Hughes
case. the various cases in which an attorney
has been engaged as a reflection on his j udi-

will mourn the sudden passing of Albert
K. Stetson , '07, known to several genera
tions of Colby men as " Stet." No grad
uate was more loyal than he, and his in
terest in the college was to be counted upon
year in and year out. Only a few weeks
ago when President Johnson went to Houl
ton to meet with the alumni, it was Mr.
Stetson that looked after all the details of
his visit. Letters came to the ALUM NUS
from him asking f or in formation and for
hal f-tone cut of the President. The fol
lowing is the news dispatch that gives the
account o f his very sudden death :

.

-

ALBERT KINGSLEY STETSON, '07

A great company of Colby graduates

Ho uLToN, March 4.-Albert K. Stetson,
46, editor and proprietor of the Aroostook
Pioneer, one of the leading weekly papers
in Northern Maine ; prominent in Repub
lican politics in the town and county, and
otherwise a local leader, fell dead early
this morning as he was participating in the
final dance with Mrs. Stetson itt the an
nual ball of Houlton Lodge of Eks, o f
which he h a d been secretary for many
years.
He had been afflicted with heart trouble
for some time, but had been about his busi
ness and other interests, and had taken a
leading part in the arrangements for the
annual Elks event.
The funeral services will be held from
his home Thursday afternoon.
Mr. Stetson was born in Clyde, N. Y .,
Jan. 26, 1 884, and came to Colby College
at Waterville for his college training. He
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was a member o f the class of 1 907, and sive and prosperous county. Aroostook
was manager of the varsity baseball team never had a more zealous and more aggres
the year that John Coombs was the star sive proponent. The publisher o f one of
pitcher. He had resided here much of his the country's thriving newspaper s and an
li fe, coming here almost immediately after active participant in public affairs, M r.
his graduation from Colby in 1 907.
Stetson's home town and county were ever
He was an associate editor of the Aroos first in his thoughts. I f any question came
took Pioneer from 1 909 to 1 9 1 5 , and in the up of a public nature, the first question
latte r year became treasurer of the Pioneer that he asked was how will Aroostook
Publishing Company, publishers of the county be affected and that determined, he
weekly Pioneer and also engaged in an ex could be depended upon (o give vigorous
tensive printing business.
battle for his county's cause.
For many years M r. Stetson had taken a
Mr. Stetson enj oyed public life and by
great interest in the Maine Press Associ temperament and ability he was eminently
ation, serving as vice president for some fitted for a publ ic career. He could decide
time and was its president at the time of wisely, was possessed of most attractive
his death.
social qualities, and was a natural fighter.
A Republican in politics, M r. Stetson
This year he was completing his second
had been a leading factor in party affairs term a s his county's representative on the
in this town and in Northern Maine. He Republican State committee in which ca
was chairman of the Republican county pacity he served ably and well. Under the
committee, and had directed various cam custom prevailing in the county he would
paigns with energy and foresight. He was have' retired at the expiration of his pres
also Republican State Committeeman from ent term, but had he retained his h ealth
Aroostook. He was a delegate to the Re that would not have meant his withdrawal
publican National Convention at Cleveland from public life.
m 1 924.
Early in the Fall he announced his can
In the Houlton Business Men's Associ didacy for the Republican nomination for
ation M r. Stetson had been active for a State senator in his county and it was adlong period, had served as vice president . mitted by all that he was assured of the
and was serving as its president. He was nomination. But during the winter his
recorder of the Houlton Municipal Court, physicians warned him that the condition
a member of the board of trustees of the of his health did not warrant his further
Cary Library and treasurer of the institu participation in public life and he felt com
tion. He was a leading Mason, including pelled to withdraw, much to the regret o f
the Shrine.
his many friends and admirers i n the coun
S ince leaving Colby, Mr. Stetson had ty and in other parts of the State.
M r. Stetson was a country editor and a
taken a great interest in his alma mater,
and a few years ago was elected a trustee most success ful one. His paper is a model
of the college. On the recent visit of Pres of its kind and had attracted the attention
ident Franklin W. Johnson to Aroostook of newspaper publishers generally as an
county, he was chairman of the committee example of what a rural weekly might be
of arrangements for a reception and dinner made. He was a good editor, a good bus
ness man and a fine citizen.
of Aroostook alumni.
He was a communicant of the Episcopal
Church .
M ARTI N STILMAN HOWES, '88
B esides his wife, M r. Stetson leaves one
( Additional Information )
daughter and also his mother.
Addie L. Howes, widow of Martin S .
The following editorial appeared in the Howes, '88, sends the ALU M N US additional
Portla n d Evening Express :
information regarding the life of her hus
band, and it is here given. On January 5
Mrs. Howes brought the body to West
ALBERT K. STETSON
Albert K. Stetson, who died suddenly at \Vashington, Maine. Mr. Howes was at
his home in Houlton on Monday, was one tended in his late illness by Harry L. Put
of the most public spirited and progressive nam, '86, now of St. Petersburg, but for
citizens of what is Maine's most progres- merly of Houlton, Maine.
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The Rev. M artin S. Howes, a fter 40
years o f success ful service as a minister
and an evangelist, passed to his reward
on New .Year's morning at 8 :25 o'clock at
the family home, 361 l Seventeenth avenue'
south.
The Rev. Mr. Howes was. born Nov. 4,
1 86 ! , at Washburn, Me., and was converted
when 1 6, uniting with the B aptist church .
Feeling the call to preach, he started prep
arations, graduating from Waterville Clas
sica l Institution in 1 884, though he had
been licensed to preach a year before. He
graduated from Colby University in 1 888
and from Newton Theological Seminary in
1 892. He had been holding temporary pas
torates during his school career and was
ordained to preach in 1 887.
One o f his first successful tasks was to
conduct a revival and reorganize the Litch
field church.
On the day o f his graduation from col
lege he was married in the Baptist church
at Augusta to Miss Addie Louise Kennedy,
a teacher, who has been his faithful com
panion and helpmate through the years, and
who ministered to him until his death.
The · Rev. Mr. Howes held a pastorate in
N ewport, R. I., for five years, resigning to
take up evangelistic work in which he was
successful for two years. Later he was
called to the pastorate o f the B aptist church
at Greenfield, Mass., where he remained
three years, then going to Cali fornia for
three years. Returning to Boston he ac
cepted a call to the church at Mechanic
Falls, M e. , from there going to the Mexico
B aptist church which he served six years,
then going to the B erean Baptist church
at B runswi ck. H e also held success ful pas
torates at Franconia, and Warner, N. H . ,
a n d at S t . George, M e . , before h i s health
began to fail. A fter more than 40 years
of preaching he came to St. Petersburg in
the fall o f 1 923, building a home here. He
held his membership in the First B aptist
church here, and the last time he preached
was at that church on Easter Sunday two
years ago.
He is survived by his wi fe, one sister,
M rs. Lottie Boynton, o f Woods Hole,
Mass., other relatives and a host o f friends
throughout the country.
ALBERT GORDON H URD, '92
Additional in formation has been received

from relatives o f the l ate Dr. Albert Gor
don Hurd, '92, whose death was reported
in a recent issu e of the ALUM NUS. The
following appeared in a Millbury, Mass.,
paper : .
FUNERAL OF DR. HURD
The funeral of Dr. Albert G. Hurd in
the First Congregational church, Braman
ville, Sunday a fternoon, was a fitting and
beauti ful climax to his life o f thirty- four
years of service and self-sacrifice for the
church and the town. Seldom if ever be
fore has the capacity of the old church on
the hill proved insufficient for the people
gathered together there, but it was filled
and overflowing with the multitude who
came to pay their last respects to the one
they loved and who so loved them.
The front and sides of the church were
massed with floral tributes from Dr. Hurd's
many friends and relatives and the many
organizations of which he was a member.
During the time while the people were
gathering, William White and Elliott
Hairyes, representing George Devoe Post
No. 9, A. L., stood guard at the head and
foot of the casket and remained so through
out the first part of the service which was
conducted by Rev. E. 0. Foster, of the
Federated church and chaplain of the Le
gion Post, and Rev. Dr. Thomas S ims, pas
tor of the First Congregational church.
After the invocation by Rev. Mr. Foster,
Dr. Sims read words of comfort and hope
from the scripture and then spoke of the
life and work of Dr. Hurd and his out
standing friendliness for everyone with
whom he came in contact. Friendliness i s
the basis of true Christian practice, said
Dr. S ims, and there never was a man who
more closely followed the example of The
Great Physician than Dr. Hurd. Day or
night, in fair weather or foul .he was ready
to go where needed and ministered as a
friend to the ills of all.
His passing should be a challenge to the
youth and spirit of the coming generation
to follow his example and carry on the
work which he has so ably been doing.
Follow ing this part of the ceremony,
members of Olive B ranch Lodge, A. F. &
A. M . , performed the Masonic service for
their departed brother in a beauti ful and
impressive manner. Then when all was
still "Lead, Kindly Light" could be heard
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softly on the organ chimes and then " Sun
set M editation" by B iggs, a selection which
Dr. Hurd had requested.
Fred Lange and Louis Kimball resumed
guard for the Legion and the people filed
past for a farewell look at the face o f their
neighbor, physician and friend w hile the
organ played Chopin's "Funeral March."
M usic, including Massenet's "Angelus,"
Godard's "Berceuse," Dickinson's "Cradle
Song" and improvisations, was furnished
before and at intervals throughout the cere
mony by Waldo A. M cCracken, organist,
who has been assisted by Dr. and M rs.
Hurd in the church music for a number
of years.
Members o f George Devoe Post, under
command of Arthur Bellville, and repre
sentatives of the local Boy Scouts escorted
the body from the church· to its resting
place in Central Cemetery, passing between
two lines of his brother M asons as the pro
cession entered the cemetery gates.
As the casket was placed, Donald Guga
nig, bugler for the S couts, played "Call to
Quarters." Rev. Mr. Foster read the com
mittal sentences, Rev. Dr. Sims pronounced
the benediction and the bugler played
"Taps" in conclusion.
Dr. Hurd leaves beside his wi fe, Nettie
A. ( Killam ) , one brother, Arno E., of
Westminster, Mass., one sister, Mrs. Mary
B . Ela, o f M illbury, a son, Gordon K.
Hurd of West M edford, Mass., and an
adopted daughter, Mrs. Marion A. Alsten
of Waterbury, Ct., and four grandchildren.
Dr. Hurd was a member of the Ameri
can Academy of Medici ne ; the American
Medical Association ; Counsellor for the
Massachusetts M edical S ociety ; Past Ora
tor for the Worcester District M edical So
ciety ; Past Chaplain and Historian of
George Devoe Post No. 9, A. L. ; member
Sons of Union Veterans ; member Olive

B ranch Lodge, A. F. & A. M . ; Past Patron
Adah Chapter No. 1 5 , 0. E. S . ; Past
Grand, Morning Star Lodge, I. 0. 0. F. ;
Past Master, Millbury Grange ; Trustee,
M illbury Public Library ; Clerk of Corpo
ration and Trustees, M illbury Savings
Bank ; Vice President, M illbury Kiwanis
Club ; member of B oard of Trustees ,
t eacher of young men's Sunday S chool
class, member of choir, First Congrega
tional church ; member B oar d of H ealth
and school physician in the town of Sut
ton ; president for several years of the
class of 1892 of Colby College.
ALBAN US KIMBA LL GURNEY, ' 7 1
Indirectly the ALUM NUS learns o f the
death of Albanus Kimball Gurney of the
class of 1 8 7 1 in California. Although a
letter has l;>een sent to his son, L. E. Gur
ney, ' 99, of the department of mathematics
of the University of Southern Cali fornia,
no details are available. Mr. Gurney died
in June, 1 929. The General Catalogue has
the following :
Albanus Kimball Gurney, A.B. Born,
Cumberland, Me., M ay 29, 1 845. Newton
Theol. Inst., 1 8 74 ; ordained, 1 8 74 ; Mis
sionary, from 1 8 74, Am. Bapt. Miss.
Union, Sibsagor ; Dibrugarg, Assam, I ndia ;
Translated the Old Testament into Assam
ese ; Ad., San Jose, Calif.

F LORE NCE S TOVER M ERRILL, 'o6
Report reaches the ALUM NUS o f the
death on October I , last, at her residence,
1 0 72 Forest Avenue, Portland, of Florence
Ellen Stover, 'o6. Soon a fter leaving Colby
in 1 903, Miss Stover was married to Elmer
W. Allen, '03, of Waterville. This union
was divorced, and some time later Mrs. Al�
len married Harold W. Merrill, and l ived
in Portland. No facts ·whatever are known
of the life of the deceased either in college
or 'Since leaving.

Colby Lore *
B Y J OSEPH COBURN S MITH, A.B., '24
Spring is a busy season at Colby College.
Not only do the outdoor sports t empt the
students from studious activities, but the
advent of the prize speaking season absorbs

a large amount
are oratorically
It is said that
o:ffers as many

of the time of those who
inclined.
no college in New England
cash prizes for excellence

* [ NOTE : Under this eaption Joseph Coburn Smith, ' 2 4 , con tributes regularly to the Portland Evening 1\'e u:s.
The following three i nstallments are reprinted.·-Edit o r. ]
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in public speaking. Each year there are
five contests with prizes aggregating $ 1 00
in each, as well as several with smaller
sums. M os t of these have been held an
nually for over twenty years, so one is not ,
surprised at the estimate that over 5 ,000
contestants have taken part in these com
petitions, and over $ 1 0,000 has been dis
tributed in prizes.
This situation is largely due to the ener
getic head of the Department of Public
Speaking, Dr. Herbert C . Libby. When
Prof. L ibby came to the faculty in 1 909,
he immediately set about to induce gen
erous Colby graduates to establish annual
competitions ,,:hich would bring out the best
efforts of h is students. He has constantly
maintained that speaking ability is of the
utmost value to any vocation, and has tried
to give actual platform experience to as
many students as possible.
An interesting confirmation of this the
ory is found in a letter from Will Hartwell
Ly ford, a graduate i n the class o f 1 870,
who has become one of the outstan<ling
railroad attorneys of Chicago. He is the
donor of the prizes for the annual Lyford
Interscholc.stic Speaking Contest which took
place last n ight, with some 70 high school
boys of Maine and Massachusetts in com
petition. This letter was read to the . boys
at the banquet p receding the finals on Fri
day evening.
A ft er expressing his regret at being un
able to come on from Chicago for the
event. Mr. Lyford says :
"The dominant reason for the establi sh
ment of this event lay in my conviction that
the cultivation of the art of public speak
i ng, without elaborate notes, wo1:1 ld be help
ful to any young man who asp1�·es to pro
fessional, political or business leadership.
The practice o f speaking forcefully before
audiences the thoughts and language of
great orators leads to high and easy facility
in expressing effectively, original ideas of
the speaker. A new and boundless field
for public speaking has been furnished by
the radio, over which speakers _a re fre
quently handicapped by the necessity of
reading, instead o f delivering memorized
or extemporaneous speech. "
While the Lyford contest i s planned for
high school boys, the other competitions are
open only to Colby students. The Good
win Contest is open to all of th e Men's

Division of the college, with prizes made
available by Mrs. Goodwin of Skowhegan
in memory of Hon. Forest Goodwin, of
the class of 1 887, a member of the House
of Representatives.
Any member of the Women's D ivision
may compete for the Coburn pri zes, which
are made available by M iss Louise Helen
Coburn of Skowhegan, of the class of 1 877,
the second woman to graduate from Colby
and a member of the Board of Trustees of
the college.
In addition, there is a contest open only
to the students who elect the advanced
course in public speaking. These prizes are
given annually by Florentius Merrill Hal
lowell, also of the class o f 1 877, a success
ful attorney of Kearney, Nebraska, who
takes this means o f encouraging the stu
dents of today towards excellence in ora
tory.
A contest of another sort is the Murray
Prize Debate which is aimed to foster the
art of argumentation. These prizes are
given annually by George Edwin Murray,
a business man of Lawrence, Mass., and
a member· of the Board of Trustees.
All the foregoing contests, except the Ly
ford, require addresses written by the stu
dents themselves on various subj ects, and
so test their intellectual capacity as well as
speaking ability. There are also the Ham
lin prizes awarded for the best recitations
by members of the freshman class. the
Sophomore Declamation pri zes and the
Commencement prizes.
Con sidering that all these contests are
held in the months o f April and May, it
is not hard to understand why at this time
of the year there is usually some youth
strolling beneath the Boardman \i\Tillows or
along the bank of the Kennebec gesticulat
ing earnestly to the ancient trees, or else
standing on the Chapel plat fonp declaim
ing forcibly to the empty pews. He thinks
he is rehearsing for some speaking contest ,
but in reality he i s practicing for his future
career.
" Considerable publ icity has been given
lately to a suggestion that the college be
moved from its present site to some more
commodious location. One rather unex'"
pected result has been the receipt o f several
offers of large tracts of land at various
di stances from Waterville. one even heing
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in another state. While it is, o f course,
unthinkable to propose any such complete
change of location when a number of beau
tiful sites could be found in the vicinity of
Waterville, it arouses some serious thought
as to j ust what does constitute Colby Col
lege.
" I t is more than the name, for the col
lege has lived on through several names
already. Starting in 1 8 1 8 as the ' M aine
Literary and Theological Institution,' it
shortly became 'Waterville College,' by

A CAMP US V I E W

which it was known for nearly a half cen
tury, until changed again in honor of Gard
ner Colby whose beneficence enabled the
institution to survive the critical years fol
lowing the C ivil War.
"Then too, a college is more than
any particular set of professors and
students, for no alumnus ever returns
to the same college which he left, in
that respect, yet he feels it to be the
same organic being though not one
individual may remain who was pres
ent in his dav.
"To a fa i. greater extent do the
campus and buildings constitute what
one feels to be the college. The old
graduate may find himself to be a
stranger to everyone he meets, yet
when he wanders around the same
old 'Bricks' or beneath the same an
cient elms and Boardman Willows,
he feels that he has returned again
to his college home
"Yet a college has other duties than to
make the old grads feel young again when
they return to their alma mater. The es
sence of Colby is a more intangible thing
than trees or bricks. Somehow there is a
thread of li fe, a body of tradition and an
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inheritance o f ideals that will always belong
to Colby. And, although to abandon the
site where the college has stood for well
over a century would mean a great wrench
to the affections many men and women who
have learned to associate these i deals with
the environment, yet whenever it becomes
clearly evident that Colby can best accom
plish its original mission of providing a cul
tural education and Christian ideals by
transferring its material equipment to some
less cramped situation, then it will be found
that the strength of Colby men and
women will be devoted to accomplish
ing that aim. But in that case it will
not be a 'new' Colby, it will remain
the 'old' Colby, but with new facili
ries."
" The announcement t h a t Rev.
Charles W. Gilkey - will preach the
Baccalaureate Sermon at Colby next
June will be a gratification to all
religious leaders in the State. Dr.
Gilkey is general1y considered to be
in the same class as Fosdick or Cadman, although the people in the east
have not had as much opportunity to
listen to him over the radio as to these
other divines. They think a great deal of
him in the University of Chicago and his
annual visits to the chapel pulpits of some
of the largest universities in the country
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are regarded as events. It is not o ften that
the citizens of Maine have an opportuni ty
to hear a preacher of thi s calibre.
' The fact that he comes to Colby from
the Universi ty of Chicago is a reminder of
the seyeral other ties between these two
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institution s. President Johnson, as it hap
pens, left j ust this last Thursday for Chi
cago to attend the dinner of the Chicago
Colby Alumni and to visit his many friends
in that city where he was for several years,
principal of the University High School,
which is connected with the University it
sel f.
"The Divinity School o f the University
of Chicago has for the last twenty-two
years been under the leadership of Dean
Shailer -Mathews who is a graduate of
Colby in the class of I 884, and who was
on the Colby faculty for seven years.
"The late Dr. Albion W. Small, o f the
class of I 876, was called from the presi
dency of Colby to become head of the De
partment of Sociology at Chicago where
he established a national reputation that
earned for him the title, 'The Father of
Sociology.'

"Another Colby president, Dr. Nathaniel
Butler, of the class of I873 ( whose son
entered Colby last fall ) , was called to Wa
terville from the position of director o f
University extension a t Chicago and, a fter
a term o f six years at Colby, returned to
the University of Chicago where he became
dean of the College of Education.
"At the present time, George Otis Smith,
of the class of I 893, Director of the U. S .
Geological Survey at Washington, is a
member o f the Board of Trustees of Chi
cago University. Thus, for a great many
years, one or more Colby men have held
positions of authority in that great educa
tional institution of the M iddle West ; a
fact which provides another bit of evidence
as to the high type of manhood which the
State of Maine has contributed to the rest
of the country."
March 22, I 930.

University Club of Boston Extends Welcome
are no sleeping rooms available for women
guests.
The University Club o f Boston is a new
$2,500,000 plant, including first-class bed
rooms, dining-rooms, private rooms for
���-��-����---�-r
lunches, dinners and
parties, s w i m m i n g
pool, squash courts,
b a d m i n t o n courts,
bowling al l eys ,
and the service and
appurtenances found
only in the best clubs.
While the general
house rules of t h e
Club r e q u i r e that
each guest shall be
sponsored by a mem
ber, t h e Governors
.-s,� have waived this retriction for the sum
mer months. A n y
c o 1 1 e g e man who
-------"'==----------writes to the C 1 u b
THE UNIVE R S ITY C L U B , B O ST O N
requesting guest privClubhouse, by guest privileges, to college ileges during his visit to Boston should state
men throughout the country. The Club his college and year, and will be granted
incl udes a lounge and dining-room for la- guest privileges according to the capacity
dies, or ladies with their escorts. There of the Club.
Realizing that Boston's facilities for entertainment will be taxed to capacity during
the observance o f the Tercentenary this
summer, the Board of Governors o f the
U niversity C lub has voted to open the
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New Site For Colby------Where ?
BY THE EDITOR
Discussion of the possible removal of the
College from its present site is arousing
very widespread interest. Up to a short
time ago, all discussion of the subj ect con
cerned the prospects of finding a new site
for the Co1 lege within the limits. of the city
of Waterville where its home has been for
more than a century. But now the removal
of the College to some other part of the
State is being freely advocated. That other
cities are making strong efforts to induce
the administrative officers to consider their
localities is no longer a secret. It is well
understood that a site in Augusta has been
offered, and that this may be further urged
by an offer of a monetary nature there is
but very little doubt. I f citizens of Au
gusta make a definite offer, it may be safely
assumed that citizens of Portland will be
come active also.
According to the � Vatervill e A1orning
Sentinel, in its issue of May 2, 1 930, steps

have already been taken to secure the \i\Ta
terville site that has been in the minds of
certain members of the Board of Trustees
for some time. This is the high hill to the
west of the city that can be seen easily
from any point along Center street and
Gilman street. It is reached by way of
Western avenue, some hal f mile beyond
Mount Merici Academy. The hill com
mands a sweeping view in almost every
direction. There are no houses in the near
vicinity.
The ALU M NUS here reprints the article
which appeared in the Sentinel mentioned
above :
"Options on nearly 200 acres of land,
presumably a new location for Colby Col
lege, have been taken by the Central Maine
Power Co. in this city. A representative
of this concern has been at work here for
several weeks and today finds his company
in possession of options on land which bor
ders Western avenue on one side and the
Second Rangeway on another.

"While the power company official, L. B .
H isler, made n o profound statement t o the
pr.o perty owners in this vicinity that the
land taken up by options was to be used
as a possible site for Colby, in view o f state
ments credited to Walter S. \i\Tyman of Au
gusta, president of the . Central Maine, it
seems very logical that the options were
taken for no other purpose. M r. \t\Tyman
has promised Colby the gi ft o f sufficient
land in a desirable location when a decision
is reached by the trustees that the college
should be removed from its present unde
sirable location.
"Within the last year or so, the Central
Maine has- taken options on other proper
ties in the city, but none of the land was
purchased before the options expired. These
newest options follow considerable public
mention by President Franklin W. Johnson
and other college officials that the moving
of Colby is essential if vVaterville is to have
a college in another fifty years.
"vVhile the Central Maine has taken six
months options on almost 200 acres of land
lying almost directly in back of Mount
Merici, it is understood that the company
is desirous of securing options on nearly as
many more acres of land which then would
give them all of the land in that immediate
vicinity. This stretch of almost 400 acres
borders Mount Merici property on one side,
the \Vaterville-Fairfield-Oakland railway
on another, the Second Rangeway on the
third, and \Vestern avenue on still another
side.
"While Mr. H isler secured the several
options now in possession of his concern ,
all were signed by William Getchell.
" I t is possible that the Central Maine has
other plans for this land, should the options
be taken up at the end of six months, but
'
due to the fact that last year other option s
were taken in a different locality and the
present sentiment towards moving Colby,
those who have given the options feel cer
tain that they are for a college site."
_

DIRECTORY OF LEADING TEACHERS' AGENCIES

T H E C A R Y T E A C H E R S' A G E N C Y
------

" T H R E E A G E N C I ES--O N E REGISTRAT I O N " -----

Our business is done l)y r e comm enda tion in answer to direct calls from employers
C. Wl:LBUB CA.BY, Manager
36 Pearl Street, Hartford, Oonn.
GEOBGE Jr. LAB.BA.BEE, Manager

�

'

BOSE E. BB.ADBUBY, JllaD.ager
14 Beacon Street, Boston, Jlla.s s .
614 Clapp Memorial Bldg., Portland , Me.

.

� The Maine Teachers!' Agency �

�

This Agency, the OLDEST and LA RGEST Teachers' Agency in Maine, has placed
T H O U S AN D S of college men and women in the BEST PAY I N G POSITI O N S
th roughout N ew England. vVe maintain t w o offices in t h e State. Teachers and school
official s everywhere are cordially invited t o communicate with either or both offices.

W. H. HOLMAN, LL. B., PED. M . , Manager, Bangor Office, Exchange Bldg., Bangor, Me.

H . H . RANDALL, A.B., Manager, Portland Office, Y. M. C. A. Buil ding, Portland, Maine.

THE FISK TEACHERS' AGENCIES
B o s t o n , M a s s . , 120 Boylston Street

New York, N. Y., 225 Fifth Avenue
Syracu se, N. Y., 402 D i l l aye B u i l d i n g
Ph i l a d e l p h ia, Pa., 1420 C hestn ut Stre-et
Pitts burgh, Pa., 549 U ni o n 'l'rust B l dg.
B i rmingham, Ala., 210 T i t l e B u i l d ing

WI NSHIP
T E A C H E R S'
AGEN C Y

C l eveland, Oh io, S c h ofi e l d B u i lding
C hicago, I l l . , 28 E. Jackson B ou levard
Kansas City, �lo., 10.20 McGee S t reet
Port l a n d, Ore., 409 Journal B o 1hllng
Los Angeles, C a l ., 548 So. S p ri n g Street

FREQUENT CALLS FOR HIGH
SCHOOL, ACADEMIC AND
COLLEGE POSITIONS
6 Beacon Street,

S END

FOR

B LANIC
Boston, MasH.

AL VIN

F.

PEASE

K E L L O G G'S C O L L E G E A G E N C Y
H. s. K EL L O G G, Mnnager, 31 U n ion

S q u a re, New York

During the last year or two there has beell: an increased demand
Established 31 years ago.
No charge
11.t splendid salaries.
for College assistants, High School and Private School teachers
Because . of location ( New York ) ,
Send full and complete letter about yourself :
for registration.
todays
Write
Tell your friends .
positions are coming here all the year 'round.

�e Interstate Teachers' Agen cy
500 Duf fy Powers Bldg., Rochester, N. Y.

T. H. ARMSTR ONG, Prop.

during the last few years.
Has successfull y placed several graduates o f Colby College
on.
If you want to teach, write for in formati

DIRECTORY OF LEADING THEOLOGICAL SCHO OL S

DMNITY SCHOOL
01' THE

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
A graduate school of the U niver
ity, granting A.M., D.B., and Ph. D.

Its courses give practical training

in preaching, social service, rel igious
education.
Exceptional opportunities for prep
aration for missionary fields.
Approved students given guarantee
of remunerative work so directed as
to become part of vocational train
ing.
Addres
SHAILER MATHEWS, Dean.

THE COLGATE-ROCHESTER
DIVINITY SCHOOL
ROCHESTER, N. Y.
Co ntinuing
Colgate Theo logical Sem inary
Rochester Theological Sem inary

·

Al.B�T W. B!AvtN, D. D., President
THOMA S WJ:ARING, Ph. D. , Dean

A Graduate School o f Theology with
courses l eading to degrees o f B. D.,
Th.M., and Th.D.
�

New site purchased, new building i n
immediate p rospect. Enriched cur
en
faculty,
increased
riculum,
larged library.
Correspondence invited.
G. B . Ewa.L, Registrar.

-

1816- 1928

THE rtEWT
THEOLOGICA L INSTITUTION
S CHOOL FOR LEADERS
leading to B.D

Degree

1 Provision for Post Graduates
any opportuniti es for Missionary ,
Philanthropi c and Practical Work
Harvard Umversity o ffers spcc1a1 free
ewton
p n ileges to appro ed
Students
gwTo

CUTRJ£, MASS.

BANGOR THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY
BANGO R, MAINE
The II4th year openetl in Sep tember
I929

Prepares for the Pastorate and for
Mi sionary Service.
Courses leading to Diploma and to
Degree.
Affiliation with the University o f
Maine.
Close touch with Rural and Urban
Fields.
Expenses Low
Modern Equipment
For

catalogue

au (nf°'°""'"°", CM.ldnaa

ARREN J. MOULTON, Presidnt

GGllS CLADICAL I SnTIJTI

C:11ar1esto n.
BOELLElr-1' PREP.ARA.TOBY
SCHOOL

B COLJ&GJ:

eachers' Traming and English
I deal location. Large and
courses
pleasant grounds. Athletic field on
campus. Expenses moderate. Elec
tnc car service. Ouistiaa inft ence.

·

RICKER CLASSICAL INSTITUTE
H OU LTON, M A I N E

" The B est Kn own Sch o o t in Aro osto ok"
Ricker presents fi n e opportunities for enterprising boys and girls
Strong Faculty, Excellent Courses Prepare for College
For i n formation apply to the- Principal

The Crosby Teachers' Agency
LEW I S S. C R O S B Y

'20,

BOX 5 1 , DANVERS, M A S S .

O w n e d a n d conducted b y a COLBY man. No charge to Colby m e n a n d women for
registration, Write now so w e may have your papers when you want a position.

------- L E E A CA D EMY ------101

Opens with record enrollment, dormitories a n d new school building fi l led
students.
Faculty six college trained men and women.
Tui t i on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 9 0 . 0 0
Board and Room . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1 8 0. 00
Registration Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1 0. 00

to

capacity.

Total for the year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2 8 0. 0 0
Students coming from towns that have no h i g h school have tuition paid by t h e town, making
total expenses for the year $ 1 9 0. 00.
For Information and Catalogue apply to
A . M . P TTL E , Principal
LE E , MAINE

O

Evening Division

Northeastern University

School of Law

School of Business
M . B.A. degree course for college men.

Four-year course.

B. B.A. degree course for u ndergraduates.

Case method of instruction, similar to that
in the best day law schools.

1 79 college men enrol l ed representing 47
colleges and u niversities.
Specialization i n Accounting, Business Ad
ministration and Secretarial Science.
Faculty

of experienced and well trained

busi ness men.
Actual business probl ems, the basis o f i n
struction.

LL. B. Degree.

Prepares for bar examinations and prac
tice.

44%

o f students, alumni o f colleges.

Students of widely varying ages and occu
pations.

Alumni outstandingly success ful as l aw
yers, j udges, busi ness executives.
Exceptional faculty of practicing lawyers
who have been trained in leading day
law school s.

3 1 2 Huntington Avenue, Boston , Mass.

Telephone Ken.

5800

Qtnburu Qtlusstral Justitutr
Founded I820

Offers thorough p reparation for any college.
in Household Arts and Music.
Hall for girls.

Special courses

Thayer Hall for boys.

Athletics under careful supervision .

experienced faculty .

Coburn

Competent,

Individual attention.

Coburn bel ieves in the de'v elopment o f the al l-round boy and
girl.

. Illustrated booklets on request.
GUY

R. \VH I TTEN, Acting Principal

EDITH

P. WH ITTEN , Associa t e

Hebron Academy
" THE. MAINE SCHOOL FOR B OYS "
FOUNDED

I 804

Located among the hills of Oxford County. Fifteen miles
from Lewiston, and sixteen miles from Poland Spring.
All branches of athletics, health ful and varied outdoor life.
Winter sports. Fine covered skating arena.
A BOYS' COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL

H igh scholastic standards, certificate privilege.
instructors.

Twelve male

Only boys o f good character accepted. Clean living, high
ideals ; character development considered fundamental.
For in formation write
R. L. HuNT, Principal,
Hebron, Maine.

@ o lby @o llege
.
Founded in the Year

1 820

Offers Courses Leadi ng to the Degrees of Bachelor of Arts and
Bachelor of Science
Annual Catalogue Sent Upon Request, also
Special Pamphlets Descriptive of Courses Offered in the Sciences
and in Public Speaking

Address Communications to

COLBY COLLEGE
\.VATERVILLE, MAI NE

Arrangement...
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pleasing to the eye makes type more
easily read, its message more easily
grasped.

That's the object of all print..

ing.
Specializing in the use of type through
many, many years gives us a certain
mastery in the production of more
effective printing.

Kennebec Journal Press
•

•

•

Better Printing
Augusta

•

•

•

